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Preface 1

“Outline of Chinese Educational Reform and Development Plan in Middle and

Long Term (2010-2020)” ( “Educational Plan QOutline” ) points out “strengthen
cooperation with international organizations represented by UNESCO, positively
take part in bilateral, multilateral and global and regional education cooperation;
actively take part in and facilitate the research and making of the educational
polices, rules and standards of the international organizations; build up a high-level
international education communication, cooperation and policy dialogue platform, and
enhance international communication and cooperation in educational research field and
educational innovation practices.” During the over one year after the promulgation
of “Educational Plan Outline” , the educational cooperation between China and
UNESCO entered into a new epoch. Education is the reflection of comprehensive
national strength the most active factory in the international humanistic communication.
China has the largest education scale in the world with significant influence on global
educational development and China’ s education plays increasingly important role
in the whole layout of global education with its growth. Full effective enhancement
of cooperation with UNESCO to use its broad international stage and consiéierable
specialty technology resources will help China, a rising country with the largest
education scale, introduce new education thoughts, carry out innovative experimental
projects, develop educational cooperation and cooperation with the rest of the world
and keep contributing to the development of global education.

With fast development of domestic economy, especially after China has become
the second economy in the world officially, China sees increasingly furious international
competition and urgent demand on the persons of ability. Education is the basis of the
development of economic society and a country cannot do anything it wants without an
education system cultivating talented persons, while Tertiary TVE takes the mission of
cultivating millions of quality skill-type professionals for China. When comes to how



to enable the students to satisfy the demand of the development of economic society,
requirements of the employers and the expectations of the learners, the innovation of
cultivation mode and the reform of curriculum contents and teaching method are the most
important aspects and also the core tasks to implement “Educational Plan Outline” and
facilitate the Tertiary TVE field to strengthen connotation construction, enhance teaching
quality and boost overall reform.

The team headed by Prof. Bao Jie, Tertiary TVE Institute, Beijing Union
University has been working together with UNESCO in Tertiary TVE researches these
years. After the launch of “Educational Plan Outline” in China, the team selected
the theme “Research on Tertiary TVE Curriculum Reform in China” . This research
was supported and funded by UNESCO, providing data and advices for reform and
development of new round of Tertiary TVE and a basis material for international
communication and cooperation of China’ s Tertiary TVE in curriculum and teaching
fields.

As outcomes of this research, based on the course of China’ s Tertiary TVE,
this work makes research and analysis in different angle of view and dimensions
with realistic meaning on the understanding and grasp of status quo of Tertiary
TVE curriculum reform in China. I believe these outcomes will definitely
provide managers, researchers and practitioners of Tertiary TVE with important
references and contribute to international communication and our educational
internationalization.

I’ m looking for more fruitful international cooperation programs!

124

Secretary-general, Chinese National Commission For UNESCO
16 NOV. 2011
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Preface 11

Technical and vocational education and training (TVET) is an integral part of
the Education for All (EFA) initiative. Through its orientation towards the world
of work and the development of skills, it plays an essential role in promoting a
country’ s economic growth and contributing to poverty reduction. TVET helps
learners acquire skills, knowledge and attitudes needed to enter the world of wok and
develop professional careers as well as active citizenship and lifelong learning. In the
current macroeconomic and financial environment in particular, investment in TVET
may be an efficient instrument to accelerate and sustain economic recovery.

UNESCO is dedicated to advancing learning opportunities and skills
development for youth to enable them to successfully integrate into the world of
work and society at large. The aim of UNESCO’ s TVET programme is to assist
Member States in integrating ~ “employability skills” in national education systems
and supporting development of national normative framework and standards, through
which governments can lay the basis for a stronger society and a more resilient
economy.

In China, increased inputs and favourable policies have led to the expansion of
technical and vocational education at secondary and tertiary levels. TVET has played
a critical role in preparing skilful and professional workforce for China’ s booming
economy. The National Medium and Long Term Education Reform and Development
Plan (2010—2020) has outlined specific actions to be taken in the next decade to
further advance the sub-sector. In particular, these actions seek to address issues and
challenges related to funding, quality, relevance, teacher qualification, curriculum,

school to work transition and governance and management in TVET.



It was within this broad context and as a part of UNESCO’ s education
programme in China, the UNESCO Beijing Office has had the pleasure to work with
the Institute of Tertiary TVE of the Beijing Union University (BUU) in 2010 and
2011 on a research project that looks into curriculum, a key component of vocational
higher education. The curriculum is at the heart of any educational process and this is
particularly true for vocational education that must address the changing demands of
labor market and needs of learners. The curriculum defines what students should learn
and be able to do, why, how, and how well. This research project aims to improve the
quality and relevance of the curriculum of vocational higher education by (1) reviewing
and documenting the status of Tertiary TVE curriculum in China; (2) identifying good
practices and challenges in curriculum design and development; and (3) proposing
policy recommendations for improving curriculum development for Tertiary TVE.

This book is based on the key findings and recommendations drawn from the
above research project on the curriculum of vocational higher education undertaken
by BUU. I am confident that these study findings and recommendations can be
helpful for TVET planners, policy makers, researchers and practitioners in China. In
addition, they can be informative for professionals working in the field of TVET in
other countries that are eager to learn from China’ s good practices and experience.
The evidence generated by this research deserves priority attention by policy makers

for genuine reform in TVET. .
N Bss
- -
Programme Specialist for Education

UNESCO Beijing Office
10 NOV.2011
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