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PREFACE

Professor Li Youxing has the high reputation as master of colours and educator on arts and crafts. In his lifetime , he
had been teaching textile specialization in Sichuan Fine Arts Institute(now Desigh Department). With all his efforts, he
established his own peculiar teaching system on painting from life with water — colours, which was original in art insti-
tutes in China, and had great influence on groups of water — colour artists directly or indirectly

The water — colours by Prof. Li Youxing combined the western theories of light and shadow with the cham of pro-
foundity and purity of traditional calligraphy and painting art. His works are full of vitality. No matter it is flower or land-
scapes, it is always the extracts of the beauty of nature, expressed with such skills that it always reaches the top artistic
realm. Meanwhile, he forms his own language of colours with strong oriental characteristics. He deserves the fame of
master of colours.

In this catalogue, the three posthumous works by Prof. Li Youxing — — — "Red Azalea”, "Tropical Fern” and ”Chao
Tianmen Dock” — — — will bring us back into the artistic world of him. We also collected 75 water — colours by 15 teach-
ers in Design Department, as a presentation of the contiunation of Prof. Li’s system as well as the unique artistic charac-
teristics of their authors. Generally speaking, the works in the catalogue are a represtenation of water — colour creation
by teachers of different age groups in the department.

Prof. Zhong Maolan, who learned directly from Prof. Li, endeavors to make researches on decorative colours, and
enjoys high reputation in art circle for her matured skills and profound artistic attainments. Her recent works, in
particular, are vivid reflections of life described in elegant colours. She turns the traditional way of painting from life into
multiplied expressions of it. She twice made her personal exhibitions in France and was highly remarked. The water —
colours by Prof. Zhang Rengui emphasize the skills and the combination of brushwork and charm of traditional Chinese
painting art, thus makes his pictures poetic for the freshness and elegance.

The works by younger teachers are full of new vitality. The newness of their works brings out their researching and
creative spirit, as in works by Huang Jia, Lei Hongzhi, Wang Xingfu and Ma Rong.

Such a catalogue is made in the purposes to encourage the water — colour creation of the teathers of the department,
and to creat anacademic atmosphere for " Painting— from— Life Class” with water — colours, which was listed into ”Im-
portant Subject of the Province”, so as to push it into further development and prosperity

Yu Qiang
Jan 30, 1996
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Li Youxing

born in Jan. 1905, Zitong,
Sichuan

died in 1982

1926, studied in Lyon Art In-
stitute, France

1936, dean of the Pattern
Department of Beiping Art
College

1939, set up Sichuan Art
College, headmastér and
professor of the school

1956, dean of Studies and
professor of textile special-
ization of Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute '
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Chao Tianmen Dock
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Zhong Maolan

born in 1937, Chengdu
1958, graduated from Art
Crafts  Department  of
Sichuan Fine Arts Institute,
majoring in textile art

at present, dean and pro-
fessor of Design Depart-
ment.
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Summer Melody
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