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Look at the world of Chen Tai-yuan’s oil painting from
changes of painting skills brought-about by discussion
of light refraction

Every art work represents a time and an era, and is the highest form of showing pure mind and beauty. Artists
beautify human minds and make impression of time with their artistic creations, which are the expressions of their inner
feelings. Therefore, appreciation of art work is a feast of mind.  “Art” is an abstract noun, but it is closely weaved into
human life and occupies a high place in human beings’ spiritual world. That art is a baby of time said by abstract artist
Wassily Kandinsky in his book Aesthetics and the Essence of Art is totally true. Art promotes culture, and culture enhances
living environment of the time. For this reason, when a country becomes strong, its culture will be strengthened, which in turn
will boost art development in the country.

Teacher Chen Tai-yuan was born in the old quarters of Hsin Hua Township, which was called “Tavocan” in the past by
the Siraya indigenous tribe, meaning the land of hill and forest. Hsin Hua is a town with beautiful rolling hills and meandering
streams, simple living environment and abundant crops. Since the old time, Hsin Hua has been home to many outstanding peo-
ple and excellent artists. Hsin Hua has the nationally-famous Hutoupi Scenic Area, original forest trees in the Chung Hsing Uni-
versity experimental forest, old streets lined with baroque-style buildings, and old traditional courthouses. The town is covered
with paddy fields, fruit orchards, as well as gently rolling hills and quietly flowing streams. Since many artists have converged in
the town, they have formed the Hsin Hua art association to promote local culture and to nourish art talents, making the town
one of the rocking cradles for artists in the country.

Teacher Chen, who worked as a teacher for a half century and gave instruction to many students who later became excel-
lent artists, has been recognized as a successful teacher.In 1973, he was awarded the honor of one of the teachers in the country
who had used excellent teaching methods; in 1978, he was recognized as one of the particularly excellent teachers in the coun-
try; and in 1988, he was awarded the honor of an outstanding alumnus of Tainan Teachers College. At the same time, Chen has
been a successful artist. He was awarded the “Tainan Fine Art Association Prize”in 1959. He represented Taiwan to participate in
~the Asian education research conference held.in Japan and Korea respectively in 1979 and 1980, and was the keynote speaker
for the art committee in both occasions. In 1994, he was invited to attend the 8th International Fine Art Exchange Exhibition; in
2006, he was invited to organize a relay exhibition for artists in southern Taiwan; and in 2008, he represented Tainan County to
participate in the National Culture Forum. All these experiences have proven Chen is an excellent educator and art leader. His
tireless pursuit of eternity as well as beautiful life and his passion for artistic creation have moved people’s hearts.

Out of his love for art, he immersed himself in the creation of oil painting and often neglected meals and sleep when
he faced new challenges. His nonstop exploration and never-give-up attitude have finally opened a new world for him, which
is about his experiences of changes of painting skills ushered in by taking refraction of light into the framework of painting.
With his diligent study of new painting concepts and impressive creative talent, Chen has put his rich thoughts about painting
onto the canvas to depict the great nature and the beautiful scenery he admired as well as the conflicts and emotions he expe-
rienced. His free strokes and brave touches have added the brightness of colors and livened up the soul in his paintings. Even
though he is not a philosopher, his paintings are full of philosophical meanings. In order to make the audience understand his
paintings better, Chen will display his works of two different styles of painting in the exhibition.

Nowadays many people care too much about materials and too little about spiritual fulfillment. They are lacking in the
knowledge of the importance of art towards human bodies, minds, and souls. Artistic creations are a form of reappearances of
heartfelt feelings, descriptions of true life, recordings of times and spaces, as well as expressions of vitality of living beings. To
give the public more opportunities to view Chen’s oil paintings, |, on behalf of the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall, invited Chen
to hold a solo exhibition, entitled the “World of Chen Tai-yuan’s Oil Painting” at the second exhibition hall of the memorial hall
during the spring festival of 2009. | sincerely urge people of all walks of life to come to the exhibition and see the wonderful
works of art.

Rountc Toeny
Commissioner of National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall
December 20,2008
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Wielding a Brush for a Half Century
without Regret for the Love of Art

Teacher Chen Tai-yuan is an alumnus of National University of Tainan, graduating from 43rd class of
art teachers. Chen spent his formative years under the instruction of Professor Wang Wen-droom. Chen has
worked as a teacher for more than 40 years, dedicating himself to the promotion of art education and hav-
ing pupils everywhere. Chen has loved art all his life. Wielding a brush for a half century, he has never ceased
painting to this date. As a well-known painter from southern Taiwan, Chen has set a good example for art
students in National University of Tainan.

Chen is well-known for his oil paintings, which cover a wide variety of subject matters, including vari-
ous lifestyles and the great nature. He used bright colors, touching style of painting, and skillful changes of
light to create works that have touched people’s hearts. Chen has enthused his audience by displaying vital-
ity and depth on the limited canvas.

Being passionate about art, Chen has founded several associations of art and painting. He also estab-

lished “Chen Tai-yuan Art Gallery”to spread the seeds of art and promote local art climate.

It is exciting to hear that Chen is holding an exhibition in the National Chiang Kao-shek Memorial Hall
from January 17 to February 6 in 2009 to share his rich and colorful art creations with friends in Taipei. | want
to take the opportunity to express my hope that Chen and National University of Tainan will continue culti-

vating the field of art.| look forward to the exhibition and wish it a big success.

Fuang, Hiu-Shuang

Principal of National University of Tainan
December 8,2008

Prefaces
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A Respectable Art Educator

When | made acquaintance of Chairman Chen Tai-yuan, he was serving as a super-
visor at Shin-Hua Elementary School. He made use of artistic points of view to give gui-
dance to students, while opened students’ eyes for beauty. In students’ eyes, he was ‘the
supervisor who loves to paint,” and he was constantly surrounded by students. Being an

educational inspector at that time, | was deeply impressed by Chen's artistic quality.

Born in Hsin Hua Township in the southern county of Tainan in 1951, Chen studied
in National Tainan Teachers College--the only school in southern Taiwan that offered art
education courses at that tume. He was taught and introduced into the door to art by
Professor Wang Wen-droom. In 1959, Tainan Fine Arts Association invited Chen to par-
ticipate in an exhibitiond held by the association, and he was awarded the Tainan Fine
Arts Association Prize in the exhibition. In the years that followed, Chen founded several
painting and art associations and joined the Tainan Fine Arts Association. Meanwhile, he
founded the Hsin Hua Art Association to gather together people who are interested in art

and to actively create and promote art.

Chen has been actively painting for decades. He has used bright and beautiful
colors and a painting style that touches people’s hearts. His skills of makin use of light
and colors has been magical, intoxicating the audiences with the beauty of his paintings.
Chen’s works are full of lively colors and rich in artistic conception. He has traveled all over
the world with the intention to enrich subject matters in his paintings, to seek inspiration,
and to nourish his soul. His has displayed his sensitive mind and original painting style on
his canvas, fully showing his passion for painting. The paintings shown in the exhibition in

the National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall are the best of Chen’s works.

Chen has engaged in oil painting for nearly a half century and volunteered his time
to teach children and adults in local communities how to paint over the years. He has
given guidance to a number of talented painters. He has also won such national awards
as being a“teacher who uses excellent methods for aesthetic education”and “particularlly
excellent teacher.” Therefore, Chen is not only an outstanding painter, but also a respect-

able art educator.

Yete “Toe-ctian

Director of the Cultural Affairs Department, Tainan County Government
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Seeing an impressive old schoolmate
in light and shades

Both Chen Tai-yuan and | graduated from the art department of Provincial University of Tainan—
the predecessor of National University of Tainan. He was one year senior to me. When | entered the art
department of Tainan Teachers Colleges in 1952, the department was not well facilitated, for it had not
been founded for long. However, students in the school had high self expectation, and they worked hard
to better themselves, thus creating an atmosphere that has been unforgettable to me to date.

Back then most of the students in Tainan Teachers College lived on campus; therefore, they had
many opportunities to interact with one another in dormitories, restaurants and other places on the
big campus. Chen and | were in different grades, and he had Wang Wen-droom as his mentor and | had
Chang Lin-shu as mine. Chen and | became good friends because we often saw each other while paint-
ing from life on campus or at historical sites in the ancient city of Tainan, where the college is located.

| remember one time Chen, several of his classmates, and teacher Chang Chieh took a painting
trip to Sun Moon Lake, and they painted from life from morning till night. After one week, they came
back from the trip with more than 200 sketches and watercolor life paintings. They displayed these
paintings from the trip along a campus corridor. Their works won praises from all the students and fac-
ulty of the school and gave inspiration to all students in the art department.

Chen graduated from Tainan Teachers College in 1954 and was assigned a teaching job in Hsin
Hua, his hometown. | graduated the next year and was assigned to Tainan School for the Hearing Im-
paired. We still maintain good friendship to date, seeing each other frequently during exchanges of
teaching researches and the occasions to serve as judges in art competitions.

Later on, | focused on the art education for hearing impaired children as well as engraving re-
search and creation. Chen, on the other hand, took the position as the convener of a group responsible
for providing consultation on art teaching in Tainan County. Over the years, Chen has engaged in water-
color painting and oil painting and co-founded several art groups with other artists. He has also organ-
ized activities to promote art.

It is worth mentioning that Chen and his wife have enrolled in Tainan Teachers College, which la-
ter became National University of Tainan, for a total of three times to pursue further study, following each
upgrading of the school. His desire to learn did not stop because of his seniority, setting a good example
for younger students to follow.

Chen's great contribution to art has been widely acknowledged. For his long-time contribution to
school administration as well as his high achievement in the art of painting, he was honored as an out-
standing alumnus of National University of Tainan.

The art department of former Tainan Teachers College has set up an art club, where old class-
mates have converged and held exhibitions for 12 years and where we expressed our concern about
each other’s family and health and discussed painting skills. From these gatherings, | find Chen’s painting
skill has grown over the years.

In recent years, Chen has taken up the position as president of the Tainan County Art Association,
and has done much to help the younger generation of artists in the county. Chen has also given me ad-
vice and help in running an art association that | am currently heading. It is also noteworthy that in July
2008, Chen organized a retrospective exhibition for his 90-year-old mentor Professor Wang Wen-droom.
Chen’s effort to make the exhibition for Wang a success is truly respectable.

At present, Chen is holding a solo exhibition under the invitation of the National Chiang Kai-shek
Memorial Hall. | want to take the opportunity to wish the exhibition at the second exhibition hall of the
memorial hall a big success.

Pan Yuan-slits

Former curator of Chi Mei Museum
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An Art Phenomenon

Senior artist Chen Tai-yuan is a highly respected and popular artist in Taiwan.
Since he graduated from National Tainan Teachers College, he has engaged in
education and art creation. The goal of his art creation has been to seek trueness,
goodness, and beauty. Chen has followed traditional aesthetic concept in his pur-

suit of specialty.

Chen has recorded lifestyles and magnificent architecture in Taiwan and
many other countries on the canvas. In the process of his creation, Chen has been
able to grasp the beauty of form and the completeness of structure, following
strictly the laws of visual perspective and paying special attention to the arrange-
ment of light, appearance of colors and texture, as well as correctness of propor-
tion. Chen has also paid attention to such elements as seasons, which are usu-
ally ignored by other artists, shade of light according to the time of the day, and
degree of explicitness, trying to make his painting perfect every time. All these
details show how serious Chen is towards his art creation. Nevertheless, Chen has
been able to paint on the canvas with free strokes. Art is the expression of one’
s diverse thinking, and high-level artists display their inner truthfulness and de-
sire to open the door of art for their audiences and give them the chance to go
into their minds, to add elegance to life, and to strengthen aesthetic quality. Chen
has done all these. Looking at Chen'’s paintings, | recalled Orhan Pamuk’s saying
that painting is a vivid reflection of what the mind has seen. Painting becomes a
feast for eyes, enables eyes to see everything in the world, and nourishes people’s

minds.

Chen’s fame spreads far and wide, with his name in a Japanese list of Who'
s Who in art. Currently Chen serves as the curator of the Chen Tai-yuan Art Gallery
and the chairman of several art groups. He has published eight books and held
more than 30 solo exhibitions. It is evident that he has been cultivating tirelessly
in the colorful field of art and working on his unique creative concepts and skills.

Warmhearted and thoughtful, Chen paints to tell his inner feelings.

Chen is holding a solo exhibition, displaying nearly 100 pieces of his best oil

paintings, all of which are fine works of art.| wish the exhibition a success.

Fouany
Honorary President Association of Chinese Contemporary Artists

Professor, Central Taiwan University of Science and Technology
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Reappearance of Nature

The sentence “To be or not to be; that’s the question” quoted from Shake-
speare’s Hamlet has been used in many different ways depending on the situa-
tions. When appreciating teacher Chen Tai-yuan’s works, | have repeated the sen-
tence in my mind “To paint this way, or not to paint this way; that’s the question!”
As a result, the repeated questioning has added much enjoyment to my apprecia-

tion of art.

Chen is a senior painter that | respect very much. The reason for my respect
for teacher Chen lies not only on his unusual art achievement and his pursuit of
creative skills, but more importantly on the help and care he has given to younger
generations and the unselfish share of his experience. It is not hard-to see teacher
Chen’s art achievement from his creations, but his warm personality can only be

truly appreciated by association with him.

Recently the agency where | work has a plan to select new art talents and
publish painting collections for them. When the initial plan came out, teacher
Chen was the best source for me to get consultation. Teacher Chen has not only
given us advice, but also written down notes to remind us the areas we did not
pay attention to. After returning the initial plan to us in person, he called to tell us
that some considerations were important and to urge us to do more assessment.
This kind of warmhearted modesty and amiability was not prompted by a sudden

impulse, but is a pattern of behavior of Chen’s sincerity.

Unforgettalbe was the opening of one of Chen’s solo exhibitions, and | re-
membered that Chen introduced collectors of his.works to other painters during

the occassion. | was speechless about Chen’s broad mind and generosity.

Having a unique personality, teacher Chen likes to find subject matters of
his creations from the great nature. Through his eyes and hands, teacher Chen
has created another world on the canvas to reflect his inner mind and philosophy.
“To be or not to be; that's the question” resurfaced in my mind, and looking at his

paintings once again made me speechless.

Clinang Yew ju

Director of Tainan County Southern District Community Service Center
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Life is still young at 70

One evening, the wind was blowing softly and the sky was getting dark, and | was sitting by myself on
a rocking chair in the garden of the gallery, looking at the red setting sun bobbing slowly and disappearing
into the horizon. With the sun setting down in the western sky, | unconsciously closed my eyes and fell into

memories of my childhood...

As the old saying goes,“Men who reach the age of 70 have always been a rarity.” Since | was born in
1935, 1 am 75 this year. | remembered things | saw and games | played in my hometown during my child-
hood. | particularly remembered playing kites and the game of horseback fighting in an open field of grass,
playing hide-and-seek in the alley, playing house on the veranda, as well as playing with clay. My playmates
and | were all innocent and happy at that time. | also remembered the old man, who used to tell stories on
the temple square, and other old men, who used to sit on long traditional Taiwanese benches and play erhu
fiddles or four-stringed musical instruments. There were also these other old men, who were either concen-
trating on playing chess or singing popular songs...Even though these old men were all gray-headed and
kept long beard, they were only 40-something. However, they were enjoying their life and freedom. Memo-
ries of my past life appeared scene after scene like movies, and | was indulging myself in a magical world of

daydreaming.

Suddenly | heard a thunder in the sky and slowly opened my eyes. It was late at night, and | felt as if
the moon was saying, “Wake up! Wake up!”Time has really changed...No wonder the old saying, “Men who
reach the age of 70 have always been a rarity” has been replaced by the saying,“Life begins at 70.” Seventy-
five years of age is still young, and I should pick up my brush and continue to work...

People often asked me the question,”ls it a tiring job as a painter?”| would say that you won't feel tired
doing a job you are deeply interested in! As the proverb goes,“Life is short but art is eternal.” A life in pursuit
of art is beautiful and exciting because artistic creation is a joyful entertainment as wll as a serious practice
of moral teachings. Artistic creators brew their feelings in their minds and then use colors, lines, forms, light
and shades to produce everlasting expressions of life and to make preservation of culture.

Painting, which is the result of the painter’s skills and thoughts, has been a big part of my life. Every
time when the night was late and silent, | would ask myself the questions,“What have | painted? What will |
leave behind to the world?”

Oil paints are a medium of artistic expression used by painters to tap their own minds, to dig out their
hidden feelings, and to record life journeys. When my mind became active and filled with inspirations, |
would pick up my brush and apply a combination of images, colors, and individual touches to my painting,
looking to create a masterpiece that contains both “inner thought” and “form.” The pursuit of a creative ca-
reer is difficult; therefore, working harder than others is necessary for an artist to make remarkable achieve-

Preface by the
author
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ments. Only a determined will and wholehearted dedication will give an artist success in the art sector.

I have never stopped exploring “sources of light,”“principle of light refraction,” and “relationship be-
tween light and painting” to find a way to breakthrough, to expand my vision, and to create a unique con-
cept and style of skills. After incessant experiments, countless times of failures and enlightenments, | have
found a way to work with light. With a touch of sentimentalism, simplicity, and genuineness, | have tried to
depict the colorful and changing world. Applying a lively touch, clear thinking, and personal experiences
and skills, and making use of rich colors, | have tried to produce harmonized feel and quality in my painting
and to make explicit my own painting style. Therefore, the proverb, “No pain no gain,” also applies well to

painting.

My hometown, Hsin Hua, where | was born and grew up, has always been a great inspiration to me
for my artistic creation, and | have the deepest feeling for everything in my hometown. | love the grass, the
fields, the trees, the streams, and the hills in my hometown.

The year of 1951 was a turning point for me because | entered Tainan Teachers College, which enabled
me to concentrate on the pursuit of my interests in painting. During that period, | used to carry my painting
gear on my back and ride my old bicycle all over my hometown, looking for subjects to paint from life. The
society of Taiwan in the 40s was conservative and the economy was not good as industrial and commercial
development had not taken placed and prices of consumer goods were high. Since painting was a luxury at
that time, painting materials were expensive. My father died at a young age, so it was my mother who pro-
vided for my schooling and interest in painting. She took every opportunity to encourage me to pursue my
interest in painting and gave me every support | needed, giving me total freedom to create. Greatly obliged
to my mother, | made up my mind to dedicate my life to artistic creation at a young age.| am 75 now and
still trying to make great strides in the field of art, for | care about what | can leave behind to the world of art.
While I was hesitating and thoughtless, my wife, Lin Chin-men, came up with the great idea—an art gallery.
Hence the Chen Tai-yuan Art Gallery was established. It is a simple structure with neither luxuries nor mag-

nificent decorations. | welcome people of all walks of life to come, make friends with me, and give me advice.

I also want to take the opportunity to thank Kun-ti Tseng, Commissioner of National Chiang Kai-shek
Memorial Hall Management Office, for the invitation to hold my solo exhibition at the memorial hall. It is
truly a great honor of my life.| also want to thank all my friends and relatives for all the help they have given
me in preparation for the exhibition.

Clien Tac-yaan
December 8,2008
At Chen Tai-yuan Art Gallery
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