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Unit 1

Entertainment
RREIEE

| )
‘Y 1 Lead In

1. Who is your favorite superstar? And could you tell other students why you are
obsessed with them?

2. The following pictures are of different celebrities. Can you tell their names, the
countries they come from and their status?

Name:
Country ;
Status;




Name: o Name:; _
Country: Country:
Status : Status;

VO Tewt

Westlife Ecstasy

Westlife is an Irish boy band group who got its claim' to fame performing as the opening act
to a 1998 Backstreet Boys show in Dublin, Ireland. It is managed by Louis Walsh and Ronan
Keating. Who are these two people you may ask? Ronan Keating is the lead singer of the Irish pop
group Boyzone while Louis Walsh is the manager of Boyzone. Boyzone is a wildly popular pop
group in Europe and Asia where it has scored numerous. No. 1 hits.

Westlife was originally’ composed of 6 friends from Sligo, Ireland. Three eventually left the
group, and Nicky Byme and Bryan McFadden ( who left the group in 2004 ) joined the group in
their place. Now the members include Shane Filan, Mark Feehily, Nicky Byme, Kian Egan.
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Westlife was originally called IOU. It later renamed itself Westside, but the members had to
change the name once they found out that several groups had laid claim to the name Westside
(especially in the United States).

Westlife soon shot to popularity” with the release of their debut’ song “Swear It Again” in
April 1999. The song hit No. 1 in the UK. It was followed by four more songs which all shot to
No. 1 in the UK.

After conquering6 Europe and Asia, the group set its sight on the United States, where it was
virtual]y7 unknown. The members released the song “Swear It Again” in April 2000 in the US.
To coincide with the release, the group remade the video for the song. The UK video takes place
in an auditorium® while the US video takes place at a car wash.

Westlife is a success in US. “Swear It Again” slowly climbed the Billboard Hot 100 Singles
charts, and at last count rose to an impressiveg No. 21. However, the album itself hadn’t yet
breach' the top 100.

In January 2002, Bryan became the first married member of Westlife.

Westlife scored its 10" UK No. 1 in February 2002 with “ World of Our Own”. American
fans were ecstatic'' upon hearing that the group’s long awaited second attempt at the US market
would occur in late summer of 2002. However, the ecstasy quickly faded when the group did not
make any public promotional'z attempt. Whether it was the group’s decision or the record
company’s ( RCA Records) decision on the failed promotional attempt remains a mystery.
Although they made a new video for “World of Our Own” just for a US release”, they never
actually did promotional effort for their album in the US. And the US video was a pretty nifty"*
video to say the least, different from their prior video releases.

In 2003, Kian Egan becomes tabloid"’ fodder as his relationship with several ladies garners'®
some “juicy” detailed revelations' ... Nothing toc terrible of course, but enough to keep the
group in the spotlight.

In January 2003, Westlife made a trip to Nashville, Tennessee ( USA ), home of country
music. They spent 3 days transforming'® themselves into country music artists and even recorded
an unreleased song, “Daytime Friends, Nighttime Lovers” .

Despite consistent” rumors> early in 2003 of the impending breakup, the group denies all
rumors, except the departuren of Brain McFadden in March 2004. In fact, the newest album
“Face to Face” was already released in October 2005. The album is a mix of contemporary pop
and heartfelt ballads. Relaxed, refreshed and bursting with energy, Westlife, the quiet superstars
of the main stream UK music scene, bounce> back with their new album “ Face to Face”. In
brief, “ Face to Face” finds Westlife doing what they’ve always done best. Guest vocalists
include Mariah Carey and the ]egendary23 figure Diana Ross. And fans are joyfully basking in
this album !
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New Words

(1) claim

(2) numerous
(3) originally

(4) popularity

(5) debut

(6) conquer

(7)-  virtually

(8) auditorium

9) impressive

(10) breach

(11)  ecstatic

ecstasy

( lé) promotional

[ kleim ]

[ 'njuimaros |
[a'ridzonoli]

[ ipopju'leeriti ]

[ 'debju;'deibju: ]

[ 'kopks]

['vartjuali]

[ jo:di'tosriom ]

[ im'presiv ]

[ briztf]

[ eks'tatik]
[ 'ekstasi]

[ prou'maufansl ]

[ ( + for/on/to) ] an assertion of a right
(as to money or property ) (AR 3Z A A] @ %
e £, (XFHM)RA, X
M, AR

amounting to a large indefinite number ¥
365, R%8, AEKEH

in an original manner; before now # %7,
Bk

the quality of being widely admired or
accepted or sought after ¥ &, # 47, X
1414

the act of beginning something new % X
E&, kRS

to put down by force or authority; overcome
by conquest = %, #E, B, LK,
fERR, ALy EE

(intensifier before a figurative expression)
without exaggeration; in essence or effect
but not in fact; ( of actions or states)
slightly short of or not quite accomplished
*krk, ¥EXE, £X3%

the area of a theater or concert hall where
the audience sit "F &, WA H, &%,
¥

making a strong or vivid impression;
producing a strong effect 4 AiF 2l ¥p %
8, BAYN, SAKRH

act in disregard of laws and rules; make an
opening or gap in & 3R, H R, B E; +
w’, Ta; HE

feeling great rapture or delight 32 &£ 49, %
ey, Ay

a state of being carried away by overwhelming
emotion J£ &, HAb, Ak

of or relating to serving as publicity; of or
relating to advancement ¥ 43, £ &y,
e, G
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(13) release [ ri'lizs ] V. [ ( +from)] grant freedom to; free from
confinement; prepare and issue for public
distribution or sale # 3, #ik, ¥ £,
b otk KT, Ak

(14)  nifty [ 'nifti] a. verygood [ 2] {H A, BiFH, &
%

(15) tabloid [ 'tabloid ] n.  sensationalist journalism (A &Z h IR F
A EN) DR

(16) garner ['gaina] v.  store grain; assemble or get together;
o EADL, KR, KEF

(17) revelation [ revi'leifan] n. [ ( +that)] making something evident;

an enlightening or astonishing disclosure
Br; BE, BT, ABEFH A

(18) ftransform [ treens'faim | v. [(+ into)] change or alter in form,
appearance, or nature; change in outward
structure or looks 4 & %, 4 & .,

E7 S 2R
(19) consistent [ kon'sistont ] a. (sometimes followed by with) in agreement
or consistent or reliable %4 #-4u— &, #f
B—% 8
(20)  rumor [ 'ruzms] n.  gossip (usually a mixture of truth and

untruth) passed around by word of mouth
®E, B4, HH, it

(21) departure [di'pa:tfa] n. [(+from)] act of departing & 7, &
A, &#
(22) bounce [ bauns ] V. spring back; spring away from an impact;

hit something so that it bounces, as of a

ball (#R)#A2, #w
(23) legendary [ 'ledzondori] a. celebrated in fable or legend 4% it 84, 4%

Y

Phrases and Expressions

(1) be composed of )::REEL 20 5%,

(2) lay claim to EMR(EW) B R ATA

(3) coincide with —%, Wif; AXL, 546
(4) burst with rhith, HAB, %

(5) bask in BB R A&

(6) transform sth. into sth. BREBK, #E




%ﬁ it . jc"qéSEFﬁ HiE—SANE(Z)

e
(7) take place A
(8) in brief MmEtz

Proper Names

(1) 10U =1 owe you f %, 4%

(2) car wash % £ 47, A EEeit

(3) Billboard Hot 100 Singles 100 4 # 1% s 3 f74

(4) Atomic Kitten BFm &I, BHECLAXBRLNKTHAL, BAFRNBERHMEL
WLFE—psh—LEH B LEELE

(5) RCA Radio Corporation of America % B £ £ &, /2 3]

(6) Diana Ross & .%# - T (1944—), BEAKHKBER, 20 #4270 £ K G ikik A R4
*HBEPRERRE, RERF—ARFEHFRRLHIALHA, RAAARS
REFHGXHTF, #ED “FHHE"

Text-related Exercises

A. Reading aloud and memorizing the following,

After conquering Europe and Asia, the group set its sight on the United States,
where it was virtually unknown. The members released the song “ Swear It Again” in
April 2000 in the US. To coincide with the release, the group remade the video for the
song. The UK video takes place in an auditorium while the US video takes place at a

car wash.

B. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions according to the
. i , ‘

1. Who are in charge of Westlife?
A. Ronan Keating & Bryan McFadden.
B. Nicky Byrne & Louis Walsh.
C. Bryan McFadden & Shane Filan.
D. Louis Walsh & Ronan Keating.
2. According to the passage, which of the following is true?
A. When Westlife released the song “Swear It Again” in the United States, the
UK video took place in an auditorium.
B. “Swear It Again” at last rose to an impressive No. 1.
C. Westlife originally consisted of 6 boys and the members changed the brand

name for 4 times.
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D. Westlife set its sight on Europe, Asia and the United States at the same
time.
3. When Westlife set its sight on US for the second time, the ecstasy quickly
faded. Who should be responsible for this failure?
A. Westlife's decision on the failed promotional attempt.
B. The record company’s ( RCA Records) decision on the failed promotional
attempt.
C. It remains a mystery.
D. Kian Egan’s pink news with several ladies.

4. According to the passage, which of the following Westlife didn’t release?

A. “Swear It Again”.
B. “Daytime Friends, Nighttime Lovers”.
C. “Face to Face”.
D. “World of Our Own”.
5. How many members are left in Westlife now?
A. 3. B. 4. C. 5. D. 6.

Fill in the blanks with the expressions given b;low. Change the form if
necessary. ‘ o

conquer revelation release impressive rumor

|
‘l departure transform consistent auditorium ecstasy

The new president was greeted by an crowd.
Despite persistent denials, the _ continued to spread.

Her biography that she was not as rich as everyone thought.

The Spanish ___ the New World in the sixteenth century.
The  isn’t large enough to hold all the audience.

A steam-engine _ heat into energy.

Our _was delayed because of bad weather.

He . from prison after serving two years of a five-year sentence.

S A

This is the most _ architecture I’ve seen on this trip.
10. What the witness said in court was not with the statement he made to
the police.

Translate the following sentences from Chinese into English.

1 LA R B EX IR, (virtually)

2. IRMEBEERTT SEATHIEEME—B, (coincide with)
3. KAHEAMESRHAM ., (compose)
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(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)

(16)
(17)

J
/

BE(Z)

%ﬁ‘éﬁ RETREE—Ea

4. IRXR W HEIFR TR,

Words and Expressions to Learn

frame [ freim ]
mature [ma'tjus]
captivate [ 'keeptiveit |
bring up

from time to time

extensive [ iks'tensiv ]
commence [ ka'mens ]
major [ 'meidza ]
engross [in'grous ]
gravitate [ 'greeviteit |
ambitiously [ @m'bifasli]
on the spot

publicity [ pab'lisiti]
sultry [ 'saltri]
stunning [ 'stanip ]
trophy [ "troufi]
category [ 'keaetigari ]

AT AR EE 14987 (claim)
5. ARRKRECERBEEMATHRITER, (popularity)

111 Reading Practice

¥R, @i, wE, FEE

R

(LAFFpRRE ) 5[5 2K1E; &5
Y

HEH; Ex, HF

A Bt

IR OLKR] M, TEK RER;
EEITZH; ERM

s BF

(5in#EH) (EFR¥E) ¥
5 (FEE), 58 (sED, e
iR

ZE| AR, (%) &5, fEm, %
Z

O EhEhH

%355 LA

BRI ARBER; AFF; I
PRIFRE s BERRE; MBhn, PR
SANEEY; BEGEN; (0] &
R

B, 25

P, KE, Bk

From Waitress to Superstar

A young woman sits down at the piano. Her long flowing brown hair frames' a friendly
face. And then she begins to sing. Her unexpectedly mature® voice captivates’ everyone in the
room. This is Norah Jones, award-winning singer and songwriter.




Norah Jones was born on March 30, 1979, in New York
City. She is the daughter of the legendary Ravi Shankar, a
very famous guitar player, but Norah was brought up*
entirely by her mother Sur. She saw her father from time to
time® through the years, and met her little sister when she was
18. At 4 years old, she and her mother moved to the Dallas
suburb, Texas. Her earliest musical influence came from her
mother’s extensive® LP collection. She began singing in

church choirs at age five, commencing’ piano lessons two

years later, and briefly played also saxophone in junior high.
From Texas to the Big Apple

For two years following her graduation from high school, she studied at the University of
North Texas, majoring® in jazz piano. Before her third year, she decided to take a trip to New
York City. The trip started out as simply a summer stay, but Jones soon knew that she would not
be returning home for quite some time.

Engrossed® in the music scene, Jones gravitated toward local musicians and songwriters
who urged her, after seeing her sing, to jump-start her own career. Between waitressing jobs,
Jones soon started a band in which she sang lead vocals and, of course, played piano. In October
2000, the band ambitiously "' brought a demo to EMI Blue Note Records, whose roster boasts a
host of blues, jazz, folk, and country musicians.

Struck a Blue Note

At a meeting with Blue Note president Bruce in January 2001, Jones played her three-song
tape, hoping to earn a break. Bruce was so impressed with this young girl’s talents that he
signed her on the spot'?. After little more than a year of work, Norah Jones released debut
album, Come Away With Me. Norah Jones sold 2. 6 million copies of the album, which was 10
times more than any album in Blue Note history. Despite the lack of publicity "’ , her album was
inching its way up the music charts while the debut single Don’t Know Why was climbing up the
Adult Top 40 chart.

The sultry “-voiced neo-jazz singer already enjoyed a stunning" sweep at the Grammy
Awards in 2003, where she picked up five trophies'® in the major categories'’ ( Album of the
Year, Record of the Year for Don’t Know Why, Best New Artist, Best Female Pop Vocal
Performance for Don’t Know Why, and Best Pop Vocal Album). It’s clear that this is only the
beginning for Miss Jones.

The future is looking good for Norah Jones. After keeping her fans waiting for two years,
Norah released her second album, Feels Like Home, in February. It already looks like it'll be as
successful as her first. And this time around, everyone in the music industry is taking her
seriously.




