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Abstract
Chapter 1. Macau, An Immigrant Harbor City

The definition of “Macau’s New Immigrants from Mainland
China” indicates those who migrated from China legally and settled-
down in Macau less than 7 years.

“Immigrants” had been called “lai min” (people on moving) in
ancient China, indicating those who migrated out from one place and
settled down in another place permanently. This population had been
called “immigration”. They can be further divided into domestic
migration and international migration. This book is researching on the
major part of the migration, not the immigration processes, with our
focus on the immigrants coming from Mainland China.

As a social phenomenon, immigration had happened many
centuries ago, China or abroad was like. Macau was and still is a city
of immigrants coming from allover the world, having Chinese mixed
with foreigners. We may say that the initiation, growth and develop-
ment of Macau, including its previous glories and today’s achievements,
all are products of the hardworking and creativeness of the immigrants.
It is the multiculturalism of Macau’s immigrants that has created a
peaceful, prosperous, and modernized Macau city with a unique spirit
of coexistence, harmony, and cooperation. And this unique spirit has
set up a good example for the successful practice of “one country, two
systems”.

As we know that certain amount of population is one of the
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basic presuppositions and preconditions for social life and development.
While population is producers, at the main time, it is also consumers.
Whether a population growth in a society is appropriate or not, could
give definite impact to its economic and social development. Therefore,
immigration would give positive, negative, or both, influences to the
place of out-migration and the place of in-migration. As far as the place
of in-migration is considered, it might create the so-called “immigration
problem”, a problem that is worth for our studies. Thus, it will be
extremely important for us to conduct research on “immigration
problem”, to rationally analyze the social groups of immigration, to
find out the patterns and regularities of immigration activity, to
minimize “immigration pressure” by timely stimulating correct policies
in dealing with immigration, to help them in quickly adapting and
naturalizing into society, thus to stimulate social harmony and
economic development in Macau, etc.

In China, there were thinkers and imperial officials since the
Spring & Autumn period, and Warring States (770 BC-221 BC) who
had paid attention to immigration issues, strongly suggested to
encourage migration for stimulating production. They called it “more
land will bring a stronger state, more population will create a stronger
army, and that is the foundation of political hegemony.” It is pity to say
that, most existing writings and publications done by ancient Chinese
theorists are fragmentary and unsystematic, could not give significant
impact to later generations. In today’s world population research field,
western scholars are still in dominant position on immigration theories.
The most popular immigration theories include “push-pull theory”,
“attraction model theory” and theories deprived from economic and
sociological perspectives.
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