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- Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young
. people should listen to them.
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As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives -

counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,
~ read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more
- happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-

enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.




The Spring and Autumn (770-476 BC) and Warring
States (475-221 BC) periods of Chinese history were a
golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those peri-
ods, various schools of thought, together with many sa-
ges whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi,” e-
merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military -school and Yin-Yang school.
Numerous and well known, these schools of thought
were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought
flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke
Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his wife. The duke provided
board and lodging, as well as government subsidies for
experts and scholars coming to give lectures, and never
inquired about their backgrounds. For those willing to
hold official positions, the duke appointed them guest
officials, built mansions for them and paid them high sal-
aries. Those unwilling to take up official posts were kept
on as advisors. This was an era when “one hundred
schools of thought contended and a hundred flowers
blossomed.” The scholars debated in forums, and
wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some preached
benevolence; some, righteousness; some, inaction;
some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to offensive
war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the goodness
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of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of man. Some
said that relatives were not relatives; some said that
horses were not horses; some urged the importance of
knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some said that be-
nevolence knew no enemy .... And they left behind
many splendid classic works of scholarship.
Unfortunately, this situation did not last long. When
Qin Shihuang ( reigned 221-210 BC) united all the states
of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his prime min-
ister, Li Si, ordered that all books except those on medi-
cine, fortune telling and tree planting be burned. So, all
. poetry collections and the classics of the various schools
- of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu ( reigned
140-88BC) of the Western Han Dynasty made Confu-
cianism the orthodox doctrine of the state, while other
schools of thought, including the Taoist and Legalist |
schools, were deemed heretical. :
These other schools, however, managed to sur-
vive, and an abundance of their classical works have
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph-
. ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We
have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by old
men of the various ancient schools of thought into this
series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese
~and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul-
. ture.

%’bﬁ‘wlmwﬂm»&immﬂm S R R S e R e

I\

SesiE R R

R e e e e et o e e R vm‘ﬁmmwm;*@
i

R B

SR e R



K

BT MELARE, T, AXFEA, WEAT
M, EAFABEA) B, AFHR, EHREEA
EH, BARBUNEER . “FHE RT2ZR
H, KEL, £, WERETAT,.EZ,.NERE
TAT R mFEAEFEEMHIL.“FERTFL,
FEREAT TEEMNNFEZK, EXRY, &
EEL, NeWEK, —EAT,EEARNEKLEZ
T, EE A,

EHABRFE, ZEWTAE, HMT A, £
K GEEM AW, RERMFgE, EREN
FE”, BWAE,FEEELR, FRTHEER". 4L
FECHEN, B L EER

Guan Zi’s name was Guan Yiwu, with the courtesy
name Zhong. He was a native of the State of Qi in the
Spring and Autumn Period. He initially served Prince
Jiu, who died after Prince Xiaobai (Qi Huangong) as-
cended to the throne. Afterwards, Guan Zhong was



jailed in the State of Lu. Shi Bo, a senior official of the
state said to the Duke of Lu. “Guan Zhong is a person of
intelligence and integrity, and is a very talented man.
Whichever state has him will surely establish itself as a
great power.” Guan Zhong's bosom friend Bao Shu, a sen-
ior official of Qi also recommended him to Qi Huangong:
“Should Your Majesty wish to rule over the empire, none
other than Guan Yiwu can help you to achieve this aim.”
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Thus, Guan Zhong subsequently took charge of the state

affairs of Qi by developing trade and accumulating wealth,
and enriching the country and strengthening its military
forces. All of this contributed greatly to making Huangong
the first and most prominent of the Five Overlords of the
Spring and Autumn Period.

When in charge of the affairs of Qi, Guan Zhong was
adept at benefiting from adversity and converting defeats
into victories. He believed that “when the granaries are
full, mén appreciate rites and obligations; when food and
clothing are enough, men have a sense of honor and hu-
mility, and when people in power observe rites and abide
by the law, their relatives will be on harmonious terms”.
After his death, the State of Qi continued following his poli-
cies, and thus maintained their dominance among the sev-
eral states for a long span of time. Confucius once said:
“Without Guan Zhong, we would have remained barbarian
tribes and never become civilized. ”



WG Z BN R, WEZEAREE (2)

An easily obtained post is easy to lose; a casually made promise
is not worth relying upon.
ABFL, mMakieHE A, g LIA%E (4)

To select capable people without knowing their characters is like
blindly making long things short . ..
ANEHFN, WK S54S, sy Fiayiz b (6]
To issue orders without understanding the laws and regulations

is just like erecting a sundial upon a pottery wheel . ..

ANAZ AR, BBEEETA (8)
The king will never pervert the law owing to personal preference.

Ultimately, the law is more important than personal feeling.



AHAART L, ARAATF (10]

Never pursue a goal which is unreachable; never seek something
that is unattainable.
AimiEE, aeEidis )R (12)

Making unexpected military moves in spite of a long distance, so
that a far off enemy may behold one’s army in awe.
AEZL, BEMH (14)

A casual friendship will fall apart sooner or later despite its

temporary firmness.

GRS AIALTY, KB R NFZRE (16]

When the granaries are full, men appreciate rites and obligations;
when food and clothing are enough, men have a sense of honor
and humility.
VLT ARFWBR T, BTWRE#HTAY (18)

Indulging in pleasures will bring about misery; coveting delicacies

will weaken self-cultivation.

RS g, W (20)
Reason and justice are decisive in achieving success.

WRERIAIEA B LAFE ST (22)
City walls and moats are not adequate to create a stronghold of



defense.

REEZRAZ, WHEFESFA (24)
He who is of virtue and benevolence may be entrusted with the

important task of leading the country.

FHETEL, RATERZ (26)

When there is cinnabar in mountain stones, people know and
mine it.

EE, —AHZ, ~AEAES (28)
It has never been heard that rules and principles are in abundance

when applied to an individual.

EIE M L H Z o (30]

It s a mistake when a man of solid morality is undervalued.

HREE, AR, Wl EZAd (32)

A vast landmass, big population, and a strong army, which are

the bases of a nation’s hegemony ...

HuBE T E A E, AHEME, SR (34)
If the cultivated land doesn’t bring prosperity, it means that the

financial resources are being spent on luxurious transport and grand

buildings.

LR, B, MAEFRZHEHE (36)



Having more honesty and less greed, as a wise man has, is the

right way for a faithful official to be.

HHF5L, sl T (38)
Law comes from etiquette, etiquette originates from reason.

®BEmE1T, MEmAIL (40)
Simple laws facilitate execution, whereas prudent execution pre-

vents crime.
FLEARKE, Lk HRR, wHL (42)
Several matters should be discussed before fighting a war, including

whether the weapons are sharp, the soldiers are brave . . .

JUEZ T, LIHRKEW (44)

A nation collapses because it is too powerful and prosperous.

NBZATE, T2 A0 HE, FEEZREEN (46)
A wise and able king will not recant his own words, nor do any

deed that will bring harm to his people.

ELZ, AaTikds, BRIMEEZ, ArTiltds (48)
Towering mountains and deep waters are beyond measurement.

MFEE, TRIZIEd (50)

Compass and carpenters’s square are appliances to rectify circu-



lars and squares.
EEE, AMEE, AHPEk (52)
A powerful and prosperous nation cannot stand for extravagance

and indulgence, nor allow itself to satiate its unchecked desires.

EAExE, A, A [(54)
A country is possessed of treasures, instruments and values.

EA 4 (56)
Propriety, justice, honesty, and humility are the basis of a nation.

itwesexE, mEF3E (58)
Strategy should be made before sending troops abroad to fight a

war.

FTFAE, MTKkE. XTAHE, FHMR (60)

Quiet water floats a boat, as harmonious social relations bring
good luck and happiness.
MERZLUE R, mHERZUALL (62)

Fellow countrymen are treated with honesty and foreigners with

etiquette.

BAZHEH= (64)

There are three principles for the emperor to use to examine

officials . . .



DA, WEEHEmAE (66)
With brave soldiers and fine weapons, an army will not be exhausted

in dangerous situations.

SEECH S A AGE (68)
Government policies should win the support of people.

BT, IR AR (70)
Climbing a mountain without a hook ladder, crossing a river
without a boat . . .
AH T, #HBRETER (72)
Decrees outweigh monarchical power, national interests take
precedence over family matters.
FRECMT IO, W RERFARF (74)
If rewards are given to idle men, the common people will despise
these rewards.
WHMERE, HIEmM2Z, E2ZiEt (76)
A monarch is to choose and evaluate the capable men, and then

assign them to posts if they are moral.

B ANUARERATE, S EANBEL T B (78]

A wise and able monarch will not practice favoritism, and a loyal



official will not cheat for promotion.

BB 2R, WR A2, BT P = = s (80)
Transparent rewards should not be costly, and transparent

punishments should not be inhumane. To openly reward and
punish is to be of the highest moral standard . . .

BHEAL, MkZT5 (82)

When something malevolent befalls a state, a capable and virtuous
monarch will blame and examine himself.

Eﬁ%, Hi'_e\'- tlg‘, ‘Ex\irl—g'\‘%l [84]

Eyes are to see clearly, ears to hear accurately and the mind to

think wisely.

HEF EHIEm FigiR (86)
One who has a noble character upholds integrity and despises

flattery.
Rabwkis, ZEuskilk, S akfT (88)

It is certain that the pursuit of something is to gain it, a prohibition
to prevent something happening, and a decree made in the expectation

of it being carried out effectively.

BTRAEE, HzAILE, EERE/NEZZE (90)

A moderate expropriation and use of the peoples’ means will



bring stability to a small country.

HAAB, XASW (92)
A cloudy and foggy day makes both the sun and the moon look

dim.

IARE)™, BEARESE, ZkuAr (94)

Abundance of forest and vastness of grassland does not grant
the right to unlimited exploitation.
HBEZ N, FEHEREE, HER (96)
An army comes and goes without a trace under the leadership of
a good commander.
b EN R (98)
The people are unlikely to value their lives when their monarch
has warlike propensities.
=T NIhE4E (100)
Rewards given to idle officials will result in the resentment of the
people who have genuinely rendered great service . . .
IR, TAE (102)
Officials will be oversensitive and vacillating if the monarch isn’ t

resolute and steadfast.



