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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Alain Robbe-Grillet, one of the most influential novelists in
the latter half of the 20th century, is explosive in novelist writ-
ing. However, the research of his achievements and influence in
China is hardly satisfactory: The research in China is centered
mainly on the works of his earlier period, and rarely on the no-
vels of the mid and latter times, so that his image is often simpli-
fied and twisted by some labels such as Chosisime, Postmodern-
ism, etc. Therefore, this dissertation tries to advance the re-
search on Robbe-Grillet in China, with an emphasis of studying
novels of his mid and latter stage.

“Discourse” in this thesis, in the sense of narratology,
means the level corresponding to that of “story” in the narrative

works. Generally, “story”

is in the pride of place, while “Dis-
course” is the narration of “story”. But in many novels of
Robbe-Grillet, “discourse” is the absolute primacy. The novel
can not be reduced to story consistent from beginning to end,

and the meaning of his novels is, to a large extent, constructed
e 5
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by its “discourse”. In my opinion, the essential property of nar-
rative discourse of Robbe-Grillet’s novels is uncertainty and its
spiritual kernel is freedom. This dissertation finely explores into
the essential nature of his novelistic discourse as well as its nar-
rative strategies and textual effects, and also into the intrinsic
motives and ideological significance of his novelistic discourse by
making use of concepts and methods of classical narratology and
simultaneously by absorbing the insights of postclassical narra-
tology. At the same time, the dissertation also adopts some oth-
er strategies, such as relying on close reading and the comparison
and contrast with the works of other writers.

The dissertation is totally divided into 7 chapters, whose
brief contents are as follows:

Chapter 1 explores into the narrator in Robbe-Grillet’s no-
vels. Narrators in his earlier works can be basically affirmed,
while “Who is the narrator?” becomes puzzlement in the novels
of his mid and latter times, which makes the viewpoints about
“unreliable narrator” in narratology ineffective. The uncertain
narrator is one of the most important narrative strategies to pro-
duce the uncertain effects.

Chapter 2 investigates the narrative perspective in Robbe-
Grillet’s novel. His novels of latter stage have broken through
the original categorization of narrative perspectives in narratolo-
gy and establish a special third-person narrative perspective

which intervenes between the fixed internal perspective and om-
. 6 L]
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niscient perspective. The phenomenon of “narrative vacillation”
therefore has arisen because of frequent shifts between focusing
subject and narrative subject and because of cool neutrality kept
by narrative styles. This chapter also discusses the special “nar-
rative rerouting” (the phenomenon that a narrative logic is inter-
rupted in the course of narration and should be understood from
wholly moving the previous narration into another logic order) in
Robbe-Grillet, which has not got enough attention in narratology
and explores into the special embodiment (suspended “narrative
rerouting”) in his mid and latter novels.

Chapter 3 investigates the description in Robbe-Grillet’s no-
vels in comparison with Diderot, Balzac, Flaubert, Hemingway,
Vancura, Llosa, Borges, etc. the description covers narrative in
his earlier novels. While in his mid and latter novels, the de-
scription covers the partial distinctness and total confusions and
unclearness, which has an outstanding visuality as well as per-
forms narrative functions and constitutes a peculiar “visual nar-
ration”. This narration has got an important influence of films
and the description in it moves firstly from objectiveness and sci-
entificness to subjectivity, and finally to uncertainty.

Chapter 4 investigates time in Robbe-Grillet’s novels. Many
accurate time marks are in his early works, from which a distinct
time clue can be deduced. In the novels of his mid and latter
stage, time is too twined to be settled. Robbe-Grillet uses two

main time strategies to produce the uncertainty: present tenses
. 7 .
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and repetitions. Present tenses lead the story to no end, and ev-
ery section of time in narration is no longer in an unchangeable
linear sequence, and thus, time arrangement becomes free and
casual. Incidents and scenes repeat themselves in a similar and
contradictory way and intervene between Platonic and Nietzsche-
an modes of repetition, which becomes an important means to
disorder time sequence and confuse story clue.

Chapter 5 investigates the intertextuality and dialogism in
Robbe-Grillet’s novel. Robbe-Grillet borrows some elements
from his own novels or other literary and artistic works, etc. to
give them a new structural form, so that the unintegratable dia-
logue relations can’t be constituted between different narrative
levels and orders within text. Therefore, novels have got rid of
monotonousness, and show complexity and richness, which pro-
duce a confusing result and also constitute the inner motive of
narration,

Chapter 6 investigates space and character in Robbe-Grillet’
s novels. In early works, both are basically made certain. In the
works of his latter stage, space is far away from the daily world
and the chains of causational and reasonable relations, and shows
fiction, circularity and contradiction. Characters are undistin-
guishable ghosts, which reduce the viewpoints of Psychological
or Functional characters hard to solve. These two elements
which are bound to belong to the “story” level are also discour-

sized and play an important role in producing uncertain effects.
« 8 e
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This chapter also makes comments on his notorious S/M tenden-
cy.

Chapter 7 summarizes the meaning orientation of Robbe-
Grillet’s novelistic discourse. The meaning of his novels comes
from their form exploration. Through the uncertainty of form
discourse, Robbe-Grillet expresses his views of reality and mean-
ing, which in essence is longing for freedom. Robbe-Grillet’s
writing establishes a unique reading discipline: close reading, re-

reading, and acceptance of its uncertainty.

Keywords: Alain Robbe-Grillet; Narrative Discourse; Nar-

rative Strategy; Uncertainty; Freedom
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