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Part One The English Words
F—Wa FEWIL

I.1. For Your Reference k&%
I.1.1. The English Vocabulary J&iE R

It is estimated that the total English vocabulary contains
one million words, of which about four hundred and fifty thou-
sand are actually used, while 95% of commonly used words
number no more than three thousand. (#ffiit, #iE SR &
3% 100 F7 3, o SEpR(E A B0 29 45 75,95 % (9 H W G R
WICEAEE 3 T

The first English dictionary compiled by Samuel Johnson
in 1775 contains 50 thousand word entries. The Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary (published in 1911) and its supplement (pub-
lished in 1933) contain 500 thousand word entries. Webster’s
Third International Dictionary (published in 1961) contains
450 thousand. (ZEZ/R - 48T 1775 45— LA
BUKGE] 5 7 5k . 1911 4E I (4 BB e g ) (M AR A4 e

iRl B ) R 1933 4F 8 g kb g " SRR S0 5 4. 1961 4
1



TS FOERC
RS I35 = iR 5 T BR3BA) S i) 45 T 4k.)

Shakespeare used about 20 thousand words in his writing,

but only about one fifth, or around 4000 words, were of native
Anglo-Saxon origin, the rest are words borrowed from foreign
languages, mainly Latin, Greek and French. A total of about
two hundred thousand new words have been added to the Eng-
lish vocabulary ever since Shakespeare’s time. (354 HOE B 4k
BEFH IR RAE P T 2o B h RA FL4h 22—, B 4 000 7
AR MR B - B s b i, HeAR BB R AN IR, R R
T A BEER R B . WO 2 S a7 k4
ZATiFA,)

[t is estimated that a child five years old uses only 1%, or
1,500 of the 150,000 “dictionary words” that modern English
contains. School quickly increases his vocabulary and at ten
years old his treasure amounts to 7,000 words. On entrance to
a university, his words inventory will have grown to 20, 000,
and on graduation to 60,000, but of those only 15% will be in
active use. For the average English-speaking citizen, the vo-
cabulary is estimated to include 3,000 words. A journalist uses
the average of 6,000 words in his newspaper articles. It is of
interest to know that the vocabulary of the Old Testament has
5,800 words and that of the New Testament 4, 800 words,

much less than that of a present-day newspaper, which uses

about 6,000 words. (#ffit—4F % K98%F R e g rpulic
2



S TR

SKH 150 000 I HATEEHRIH 1% , B 1 500 M), B2
JEHFNCRAR PS8+ 2 IR EF &4 7 000 4N,
BEA S 2E I H IR B /] 35 20 000, T K2 Bk B AT 3% 60 000,
HEH HA 15% MidRe AN, Wb, —BiREER
A RBENCE R 3 000 1, g & WS P46 6 000
M, ABREMNRE(GEZ)NIHA” KR &R 5 800, i “H
275 4 800, #B LLIMAE MR AR IFNC &/, JF & KA 6 000
AN,)

1.1.2. the “Mosts” of English Words Z&iEH ) “ 5~

Oldest Words in English 315 & il 14

Researches indicate that some words of a pre-Indo-Euro-
pean substrata survive in English, including (BF57 % B35
RFFEE — S ENBE — BR P ARG 22 Aif 9 17 38 48 ) A 1
F4E:)

apple (apal), bad, gold (gol), and tin.

Word with Most Meanings 7 X 5 £ HJiH)

The most overworked word in English is the word set,
which has 58 noun uses, 126 verbal uses and 10 as participial
adjectives. (fff 12 MIIETRE set, MEAHZIF TR 58 FH
% AR EEAE 126 F R, B F 10 FHES #ETE 2 5 /)
%)

Commonest Words & F i8]

In written English, the most frequently used words are in
3
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order (TEZEKIETE P FHAR R B w5 AR R ) «

the, of, and, to, a, in, that, is, I, it, for fl as.

The Longest Word K i

The longest word used by Shakespeare (in Love’s Labour
Lost ) consists of 27 letters, meaning “ with no
honourableness”. (¥ b W 5 FH B4 5% 1 #4937 P07 (& o
FVPH 21N F BN BAEE,)

honorificabilitudinitatibus

The longest word in the Oxford English Dictionary con-
tains 29 letters, which was first used in 1741 and later by Sir
Walter Scott, meaning “deciding something is worthless” .
(A B IR th B K 191 29 58, B R AT 1741
FORRBARE LW A, s e R A
B7)

floccinaucinihilipilification

Contemporary novelist Mark McShane used a long word of
36 letters in his novel Untimely Ripped , meaning: “the act of
surpassing the act of transubstantiation”. (4/8/M}i K 57 -
Z W BIEL R CRER I RBEYH/NMEHHE T —1 4 36 1
FEEIRIA, B B AR BT R ——“ b Ak 45 B 65K ) 7
AL 228 0 T L R 255 )

praetertransubstantiationalistically

The longest word in the Webster Third International Dic-

tionary consists of 45 letters, referring to a miner’s lung
4
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disease. (3 =JR(F: R EPRIGEF M) PR AKKIAA 45 75
B 350 T8 A" — X4 MR TIE W)

pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis

The longest English word is commonly considered to be a
word used by Thomas Love Peacock in his novel Headlong
Hall , which consists of 51 letters, used to describe the struc-
ture of the human body. (—M/AAEK B ZE15 17 246 5407 -
R - R A NECRE T TS ALK, —
HH 51 FEE)

osseocarnisanguineoviscericartilagininervomedullary

* For your fun:

—Which is the longest word in English?

—“Smiles”, because there is a “mile” between its first and

last letters.

1.1.3. Short Words = 41

The two shortest words in English consist of only one let-
ter: Tand a. (IEPREHFHNIALZ IR a, RA-1TF
)

There are quite a number of English words consisting of
two letters, most of which are common words. (g A 24
Z WA R AR, K2 2% RS iR, )

am, an, as, at, be, by, do, go, he, if, in, is, it, me,

my, no, of, on, or, to, up, us, we.
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The following are also often seen. (TF¥ L% WLHK.,)

ad [HEIER 1745 (advertisement ZHE)

ay  [WrlHE ko

el (€ ARk o A %

ex  ANER;TAGHT AW

hi [0 A

ma  [JEER L5

os  (fHIZ M) FF I

pa [FERX]EE

Other examples should include the following exclamations.
CHAL ] 738 o7 A0 15 F 371 St 3], )

ah, eh, ha, ho, lo, oh, and (%) OK (% B /E ok,
O.K., 8 okay)

I.1.4. Beautiful Words and Ugly Words 3 i1 .1 37
A. Ten most beautiful words in English (& h+4 5
F I, )
1. chimes: a set of bells or of slabs of metal, stone,

wood

etc., producing musical tones when struck

dawn: to begin to glow light as the sun rises
golden: consisting of, relating to or containing gold
hush: calm, quiet

lullaby: a song to quiet children or lull them to sleep

- luminous: emitting light; shining
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7. melody: a sweet or agreeable succession or arrangement
of sounds

8. mist: water in the form of particles floating or falling in
the atmosphere at or near the surface of the earth

9. murmuring: a soft, gentle utterance

10. tranquil: free from agitation; serene

B. Ten worst-sounding English words ( & ¥t 19 4> 3%
HiA)

1. cacophony: harsh or discordant sound
. crunch: to chew, grind, or press with a crushing noise
. flatulent: affected with gas in the stomach or intestines
. gripe: to complain with sustained grumbling
. jazz: popular dance music
. phlegmatic: having a sluggish or stolid temperament

. plump: somewhat fat

o 9 O L B LN

. plutocrat: one who exercises power by virtue of his

wealth
9. sap: the fluid part of a plant

10. treachery: violation of allegiance, confidence, or faith

L.2. Anagrams H AR E R F B F A R iR
I.2.1. For Your Reference fitfi&%
Examples of some common anagrams (— 6% L i <£ - 40
7
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TP BEAR R AR ] £ i) 4] )

read — dear, kitchen — thicken, blame — amble, English -

shingle, wrote — tower, mate — tame, save — vase, stop — spot
—post, live — evil = veil, horse — shore, meal — lame — male,
strait — artist, below — elbow — bowel, throw — worth — wroth,
snake — sneak, heart — earth, teach — cheat; never — nerve,
please— asleep — elapse, stale — steal, least — slate — tales, sale

—seal, worse — swore, north — thorn

I.2.2. The following are some words of three letters, but the
order of the letter arrangement is wrong, your task is to correct
the order to get some common English words. ( F%lj—# =
AR R S0 B R FRHEF IR R4S T, AR A £ 40 A
TIERE K , 75— P35, )

1. wlo 2. pcu 3. dgo 4. tiw 5. eew

6. oth 7. ipz 8. sta 9. arf 10. eto
11. snu 12. pho 13. het 14. toa 15. aor
16. hpi 17. eor 18. ese 19. ipl 20. ryd
21. tpi 22. abt 23. ofx 24. eyr 25. pto
26. wse 27. wsa 28. mja 29. esy 30. wot
31. tk 32. ddo

I.2. 3. Rearrange the order of the letters of the following

words, and see how many other words you can get. The figure
8
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in parentheses stands for the number of words these letters can
form. (FHTHEZ T 5 K17 0971, BB IRREH ML D R R
o 155 B ECFE R OR AT R %)

1. silent (4) 2. stale (5)

3. result (6) 4. leap (3)

5. realization (1) j 6. continued (1)
7. thread (3) 8. crates (8)

9. pears (8) 10. instead (3)

1.2.4. Trees Scrambled $fEL T I 4

Here are twenty scrambled names of trees. Can you un-

scramble them? GX BLA —+BFEL THIW 4 . 1R AEBEIEH
g?)

1. neip 2. sprecys 3. ruceps

4. dewdoor 5. kao 6. lem

7. larpop 8. palme 9. plam

10. rif 11. scoult 12. merrybul
13. lowliw 14. chirb 15. pokka
16. vielo 17. nineld 18. has

19. patcala 20. nobye

I.3. Test Your Vocabulary ##/REAEICE

I.3.1. Can you name 10 words of three letters which mean

parts of the human body? (#REEEH +4~d =4840 iR 19
9
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27N NRERAL A BRI 2)

I.3.2. The following are twenty groups of definitions or hints,
each group referring to the same word of three letters. How
many can you spell out? (P2 ~+4HE XS#x, KU ER
6] — > B EANF R R IGA , R BEDES L)

. acting signal; billiard stick; pigtail

pickpocket; downward slope; swim

tooth holder; rubber overshoe; chuckle

son of Noah; kind of meat; bad actor

gratitude; extremity; advance information

line; boat ride; brawl

fate; great deal; movie studio

jail; quill; sty

dance; air trip; beer-flavoring plant

p—
(=)

. door opener; piano lever; Florida reef
. Greek god; metal dish; hard subsoil

. harbor obstruction; drinking place; lever

p—
W N =

. attitude; atmosphere; song

N

. joke; speech restrainer; mouth opener

—
W

. ball club; spree; winged mammal

—
(@)}

. haircut; pendulum weight; shilling

—
=]

. clothes fastener; bowling target; leg

==
oo

. radio chain; clear profit; snare
10



