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INTRODUCTION

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

BECOMING A GENIUS

Anyone can make discoveries and come up with® revolutionary
inventions. It doesn’t matter what school you go to, which subjects
you’re good at, how much money you’ve got or how old you are,
as long as you start using your brain effectively you can achieve
amazing things.

In this book you’ll meet

geniuses from many walks of
life. You'll get to know scien-
tists like Charles Darwin and
Albert Einstein®, who came up
with incredible new ideas that

changed the way people saw the
world and the Universe for
ever. You’'ll meet inventors
like Thomas Edison®, who
thought up something new
every ten days or so. And you’ll look over the shoulder of the multi -
talented artist, inventor and engineer Leonardo da Vinci, to see
how he got things done.
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All these geniuses were unique individuals, but if you look
carefully you find out that they did have things in common. In this
book you will get the chance to see how you measure up, and find
out what to do to maximize © your chances of becoming a great
genius.

Follow the insturctions to:

@ test every area of your brain power

@
30)

~
£330

predict how likely you are to become a famous genius

~
By

find out how to have brilliant ideas

e

learn about intelligence tests, and discover how to score

top marks

investigate the way

K
@'
“ ~

computers think

@ find out what makes someone a genius, and learn how
you can become one too !

The secret ways that you can learn to think like a genius are
revealed in this book —so get ready to boost® your brainpower to
brilliance !
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CHAPTER ONE

WHAT IS A GENIUS?

E=mc*. That’s the bit most people know from Einstein's theories
of relativity. It looks like a simple enough equation, but in fact the
theories behind it are extremely complicated and they changed the
way scientists saw time and space.

Einstein’s discovery was phenomenal and breathtaking. Our un-
derstanding of the Universe changed for ever—and all thanks to a man
who failed his school exams, never wore socks, and once even

(AL

forgot where he lived! o
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CHAPTER ONE WHAT ISA GENI us?
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Albert Einstein fits the [
image many people have of a

genius. Not only did he achieve
incredible things in physics, he
also looked like a genius with his
odd clothes and wild white hair.
In one famous photograph he’s
sticking his tongue out at the

camera, and there’s a rascally®

glint in his eyes.

He was an unusual character, and he had unusual thoughts—so
unusual that he was able to make discoveries that no one had
managed before. He was a genius because he achieved an entirely
new level of thought. It's impossible to imagine anyone else coming
up with E=mc>.

But you don’t have to be a scientist to be a genius.

Here are a few more examples of genius at work.

See the Mona Lisa’s smile, and you know immediately that
Leonardo da Vinci® painted with genius. No one else could have
achieved that magic. Da Vinci took art to new levels, and even
today his work opens our eyes to new discoveries about the world.

To lovers of classical music, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart® was
unquestionably a genius. He did things with sound that no one else
could do. His music continues to touch people’s emotions in a way
that’s unique. Scientists have even discovered that listening to
Mozart boosts your brainpower, so it seems that his genius is passed
on through his work.
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| don’t think

is always good for
you!

World Chess Champion Gary Kasparov® uses his genius to take
on® the most powerful computers, often out-thinking them in ways
that even the latest programs can’t grasp.

Trevor Baylis invented a clockwork radio, and revolutionized
the lives of millions of people in the developing world. His invention
was itself a revolution, treating a common piece of equipment in an
entirely new way. It seems a simple idea, but without the genius of
this one special man perhaps no one would ever have invented it.

To be a genius, you need to be more than just good at what you
do. You have to do it in a new and unique way. You must do more
than teach or entertain or help other people. A true genius changes
people’s lives, and shows them that more is possible than they ever
dreamed.



