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B — NS
For Three Solid Years’ Waiting

Located in the checkroom in Union Station as [ am, I see
everybody that comes up the stairs.

Harry came in a little over three years ago and waited at the
head of the stairs for the passengers from the 9:05 train.

I remember seeing Harry that first evening. He wasn’t much
more than a thin, anxious kid then. He was all dressed up and I
knew he was meeting his girl and that they would be married twenty
minutes after she arrived.

Well, the passengers came up and I had to get busy. I didn’t look
toward the stairs again until nearly time for the 9:18 and I was very
surprised to see that the young fellow was still there.

She didn’t come on the 9:18 either, nor on the 9:40, and when
the passengers from the 10:02 had all arrived and left, Harry was
looking pretty desperate. Pretty, soon he came close to my window
so I called out and asked him what she looked like.

“She’s small and dark,” he said, “and nineteen years old and
very neat in the way she walks. She has a face,” he said, thinking a
minute, “that has lots of spirit. | mean she can get mad but she never

stays mad for long, and her eyebrows come to a little point in the



middle. She’s got a brown fur, but maybe she isn’t wearing it.”
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Toward the end of the year Tony was killed in some argument
over gambling, and Tony’s widow left Harry in complete charge of
the magazine stand. And when she got married again some time later,
Harry bought the stand from her. He borrowed money and installed a
soda fountain and pretty soon he had a very nice little business.

Then came yesterday. I heard a cry and a lot of things falling.
The cry was from Harry and the things falling were a lot of dolls
and other things which he had upset while he was jumping over
the counter. He ran across and grabbed a girl not ten feet from my
window. She was small and dark and her eyebrows came to a little
point in the middle.

For a while they just hung there to each other laughing and
crying and saying things without meaning. She’d say a few words
like, “It was the bus station I meant” and he’d kiss her speechless
and tell her the many things he had done to find her. What apparently
had happened three years before was that May had come by bus, not
by train, and in her telegram she meant “bus station,” not “railroad
station.” She had waited at the bus station for days and had spent all
her money trying to find Harry. Finally she got a job typing.

“What?” said Harry. “Have you been working in town? A1l
the time?”

She nodded.

“Well, Heavens. Didn’t you ever come down here to the
station?”” He pointed across to his magazine stand. “I’ve been there
all the time. I own it. I’ve watched everybody that came up

the stairs.”

12



BIEEN, HEHTHERESFUABEIART . TENETH
HEMTELLA TR BT, o 7TEMRBFRSEE, RN
JLIEZERE TR, fbfs T, BT ANARE, AADNERRMEA
AT .

TR THER, RIWRT —AR, EWRGFERARSE. £
MEETER . f7EML ERR — KRHEDURMIAMMI AR, #HRMBIIE G K
FEM . MAXEERAE LS EMET o BRERRE A

B — 2 LI AN TR TR 4 R, A ENF, ROF, YRRt
LU . MR IR RV B T AR 3 b v 1 R
HUTERE, &ML E ORI BTV E B . B, SERTERRA
EMRRKERN . MR EIEAR REW” AR “KEH" .
WEAZER S T IF LR, HIRM AR T A k. BE, mRT

BT TR Ak
“far” B, “UREMETIE? —H#HE?”
e T Rk
“IIF, ERAF—IRBARE BX A TR ? 7 T T 4R 1 Ay

S, “BR—HMAERIL. BMEILZRN. RELIEN EHEOAN.”




She began to look a little pale. Pretty soon she looked over at the
stairs and said in a weak voice, “I never came up the stairs before.
You see, I went out of town yesterday on a short business trip. Oh,
Harry!” Then she threw her arms around his neck and really began
to cry.

After a minute she backed away and pointed very stiffly toward
the north end of the station. “Harry, for three years, for three solid
years, I’ve been right over there working right in this very station,

typing, in the office of the stationmaster.”
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Never Put off Till Some Other Time

After 21 years of marriage, I discovered a new way of keeping
alive the spark of love. I started to go out with another woman. It
was really my wife’s idea.

“I know that you love her,” she said one day, taking me by
surprise. “But I love YOU,” I protested. “I know, but you also
love her.”
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