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The Master said, To learn and at
due times to review what one has learnt,
is that not a pleasure? That people from
afar should come to learn from one, is
that not delightful? To remain unsoured
even though one’ s merits are not recog-
nized by others,is that not what is ex-

pected of a gentleman?
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Master You @said, It is rare that one
in private life shows filial piety towards
parents and respects elder brothers would
in public life have a disposition to affront
one’ s superior. And as for such a man
starting a rebellion, no instance of it has
ever occurred. A gentleman stresses the

cultivation of what is fundamental. When
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@ Master You :One of Confucius’ disciples,

whose name is You Ruo.
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that is well done , proper behavior will
grow. And filial piety and fraternal re-
spect can surely be regarded as the funda-

mentals of Goodness.
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The Master said, Honeyed words
and ingratiating manner can hardly be as-

sociated with Goodness.
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Master Zeng'Vsaid, Every day I ex-
amine myself on these three points: in
acting on behalf of others, have I always
been wholehearted? In intercourse with
friends , have I always been true to my
word? Have 1 conscientiously reviewed
the knowledge passed on to me by my

teacher?
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The Master said, In governing a
country of a thousand war-chariots, the
ruler has to be very cautious in disposing
of business, has to be true to his promis-

es, has to be economical in expenditure,

(1) Master Zeng: One of Confucius’ disciples.
whose name is Zeng Shen and who styles himself Zi

Yu.
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has to show affection towards his subjects
and in using the labor of the peasantry,
has to see that this will not affect farm

production.
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The Master said, As a son or a
younger brother,he should be filial to his
parents at home and respect his elders
abroad, should be cautious in doing
things and true to his promises. He should
have kind feelings towards the broad
masses and seek the intimacy of the
Good. If, when all that is done, he still
has energy to spare, then let him study

the classics.
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Zi Xia@said, A man who admires a
person of worth more than a beauty,
who knows how to put his whole
strength into attending upon his parents,
who, in the service of his sovereign, is
ready to lay down his life, who in inter-
course with friends is true to his word,
may not be considered as learned, but I,
for my part, would certainly call him a

learned man.
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@ Zi Xia:one of Confucius’ disciples whose

name is Bu Shung and who styles himself Zi Xia.
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The Master said, If a gentleman is
not serious and upright, he will not com-
mand the respect of his inferiors nor can
his learning be solid. He should put faith-
fulness and trustworthiness first and keep
away from those who are inferior to him
in character. And if he finds he has made
a mistake,then he must not be afraid of

admitting the fact and mending his ways.
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Master Zeng said , When funeral rites -
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of the parents are carefully performed and
due respect shown for the Good of the
ancestors, the moral quality of the people
will naturally grow in purity and hon-

esty.
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Zi Qin®asked Zi Gong"When our
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3 Zi Qin: one of Confucius' disciples whose
name is Zhen Yuan and who styles himself Zi Qin.

) Zi Gong:one of Confucius’ disciples whose

name is Duanmu Ci and who syles himself Zi Gong.
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Master arrives in a fresh country he al-
ways learns about the political affairs of
that country. Does he seek the informa-
tion or is it given to him ? Zi Gong an-
swered ,OQur Master gets it by being tem-
perate, kind, courteous, restrained and
magnanimous. That is our Master’ s way
of getting it , a very different way ,

maybe ,from the way which others em-

ploy.
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The Master saidy When a man's fa-
ther is alive ,watch his aspirations, after
his father’ s death,observe his conduct. If
for the whole three years of mourning he
maintains unchanged his father’ s way of
running things, then he can really be

called a faithful son.
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Master You said, In the application
of the rituals it is harmony that is prized.
Of the principles used by former wise
kings to run the kingdoms , this is the
best. It can be applied to matters small
and great. But there are times when it is
unworkable. When superficial harmony is
sought through making endless conces-
sions and when harmony is not modulated

by ritual,things will still go amiss.
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Master You said, Faithfulness comes
near to Righteousness, as his promises
can stand repeated tests. Respectfulness
comes near to Ritual,as it will enable him
to keep shame and disgrace at bay. To
seek intimacy with people of high moral

character is also worth commending.
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The Master said, A gentleman who
never asks for sumptuous food or goes on
eating till he 1s sated, who never de-
mands comfort in his home, who is
earnest in business and cautious in
speech, who associates with people of
high moral character and mends his ways
———such a man may indeed be said to be

good at learning .
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Zi Gong said , Poor without fawning,
rich without being overbearing —— what
of that? The Master said, Not bad. But
better still ‘Poor, yet enjoying himself;
rich, yet observing rituals. > Zi Gong said ,
The saying of The Book of Poetry.

As thing cut, as thing filed.

As thing chiselled sas thing pol-

ished W
refers, I suppose, to what you have just
said? The Master said,Ci,now I can real-
ly begin to discuss with you The Book of
Poetry,for when 1 allude to things of the
past, you will be able to predict the fu-

ture.

(1) Taken from The boock of Poetry. The Bal-
lads of Wei. The Bend of River Qi.a description of
work on animal bones.a piece of ivory.jade or mar-
ble. A finished product has to go through the process

of cutting . filing .chiselling and polishing.
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The Master said, Be not concerned
that other people do not recognize your
merits, rather, be concerned if you fail to

recognize theirs.
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