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Bob, Steve, Frank and Jamie were best friends. They played
together after school every day.

Bob was fast. He could run faster than everyone else. Steve
was the strongest. He could carry the other boys on his back.
Frank was the smartest. He could solve problems. He was the
‘best at puzzles. Jamie was funny. He made people laugh. He
was not fast, strong, or clever but, everybody liked him.
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The boys hated girls.

The boys played tricks on
girls every day. They stuck
frogs down the backs of the
girls’ shirts. They pulled the
girls’ hair. They put the heads
of the girls’ dolls on
backwards. They said to each
other, ‘Girls are the worst
people in the whole world.’



The boys liked ice cream. Every day, the ice cream van came.
When the boys saw the ice cream van, they quickly looked for
money in their pockets and their bags and chased the van down
the street. Their favourite flavour was lemon-strawberry-
banana. They said to each other, ‘Ice cream is the best food in
the whole world.’
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The park was the

best place for a
football game.
They could run
around trees and
people. They
could jump over
benches and
animals. The
boys said to each
other, ‘Football is
the best sport in
the whole world.’

The boys loved
football. They
played football
every day in the
park on the banks
of the Jade River.
The whole park
was their football
pitch. The gates
were the goals.
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There were lots of animals in the park. There squirrels,

birds and cats. There were lots of dogs too. People brought
their dogs to the park and let them run around.

Most people walked their dogs to the park on leashes. In the
park, they untied the leashes so the dogs could run around. All
the dogs liked the park. They chased each other. They chased
the cats and the squirrels too.



;.“"7

| 'f AN TP EAR

A ol

R —

P
- ,r A -

(8

Patch was the biggest dog in the park. His paws were bigger

than the boys’ hands. His eyes were brown. His ears were
floppy. His fur was brown and white. He was a Saint Bernard.

Patch followed the boys everywhere. He licked ice cream off
their fingers. He helped the boys play tricks on the girls. He
chased things. He loved to chase the football.



The boys liked all the people in the park. Mothers and fathers
pushed their babies in prams. Little boys and girls played tag.
Old men played chess.

The boys’ favourite people were the opera singers. The tallest
singer was a very skinny man. He was the skinniest man in the
town. The shortest singer was a fat lady. She was the loudest

singer in the city.
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The youngest singer was a bald man. He always wore a wig.
The boys laughed at him because his wig always blew off.

The oldest singer was a postman. He was the saddest person in
the park. He was never happy because the dogs always chased
him.

The boys’ favourite singer was a pretty lady. She was the
prettiest lady in the town. Everybody loved her voice. When she
sang, everybody stopped to listen.



One day, the boys could not play football because
some other boys were already playing in the park.

‘Let’s ask them for a match,” Frank said.
‘Great idea,” Bob said. ‘I'm faster than all of them.’
‘And I'm stronger than all of them,’ Steve said.

‘Oh, no,” Jamie said. ‘We’ll never win. There are only
four of us. There are ten of them!
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‘Let me think,” Frank said. ‘Hmmm. Let's ask the girls. They can
play on our team, too.’

‘NO!!II' the other boys said.

‘Why not?’ Frank said. ‘Then we can win. Look, Susie likes
make-up but she’s faster than Bob. Jenny brushes her hair too
often but she’s stronger than Steve. Mary smells like perfume
but she’s a lot smarter than me. And then there’s Jill. She loves
dolls but she’s a great football player.’

‘OK?" the boys said. ‘Let’s ask the girls.’
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