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Home®

Pagoda Street® is a street like many others — not
very clean, not very wide, only wide enough for two
buses to pass. But it is a busy street all the same®,
especially during the rush hour. People come and
go, hurrying to work. When a bus comes, the crowd
at the bus-stop starts to rush and push to get on.
There are a lot of cars, buses, trucks, bicycles and
even tractors. The place is noisy and dusty, and the
noise of the tractors is deafening. But it is not so
bad when the rush hour is over. Old people come out
to sit on the door-steps and have a smoke and chat.
Housewives go shopping with bags or baskets on their
arms. When friends meet, they stop to exchange a
few words of greetings. There are also children play-
ing ball games. They don’t mind the dust or the pass-
ing cars. It certainly is not a good place for ball
games. But then® where else can they play?

I used to play football in the street when I was a
boy. I live in this neighbourhood. Behind the post
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office there is a small old one-storeyed house. My
family live there. Actually I was born there. We
have three rooms — two bedrooms and a kitchen-par-
lour. I call it a kitchen-parlour because it is more than
a kitchen to us.® It is where all the family gather
when the day’s work is done. I want to tell you about
it because I like this room best. We spend most of
our time, or rather, Mom spends most of her time
there.@ We eat our meals there, we do our homework
there, we play games there, Dad has his cup of tea
there after meals and Mom even has her friends there.
It is the hub of activity.

The kitchen is neat and cosy. At least I think it
is. But Mom complains that we children often throw
peels and other things con the floor and that we often
make a mess of it. She has to do all the cleaning
and washing and cooking and shopping and a hundred
and one other things.® I'm sorry to say we children
are not very helpful around the house.

Mother wants to live in an apartment house.
She thinks a flat is much more convenient and we’ll
pay less rent on a flat than on a house. But Dad
doesn’t agree. He thinks it is more convenient to live
in a one-storeyed house. “You don’t have to climb
the stairs, to begin with®,” he often says, “and you
¢« 2 e



can grow flowers and vegetables in the garden in front
of the house.” Dad has green fingers®. He loves flow-
ers. He grows roses, lilies, daisies and pansies and
other countless plants. His windows are choked with
pots of flowers. He certainly doesn’t want to move
into a flat.

Is it more convenient to live in a flat or in a
house? Or is a house more comfortable than a flat?
I don’t know, and I don’t care. It is true our house
is a little too old.® It is damp and the roof Ileaks
and there are quite a few mouse holes. But the place
is good enough for me. I feel quite happy here. I
feel happy and cosy wherever Mother® is. It is my
home, and I love it. There is no place like home.

And as the saying goes, “East or west, home is best.”
W
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1. home, family, house =/AMALEIEEAMEBRE R K", fHitn:

My family live there. F&ZREkH:7E3B L,

There is no place like home. R FEHFHRBHH T .

Will you come to my house tomorrow? {RE K E| K3k
4G 2

8 family #RIERA, X AMATEELL, HRh—A 4
G IRAC K AT AE— AR 0k, XA g T R R %, film, My
family lives there. house ZIgfEfisly, HATRAEM S
BEAEEFRIE house, WTLLH place —=, #n, Will you come to
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my place tomorrow? home 1 & T HEALFIK AFE, £—4H
DLFRZ ARBI I, A — k% @ %. #lan: Home, Sweet
Home. W ZMK. BARAREN House, Sweet House.

. Pagoda Street ity

4. AN — AR the, Filn,

Changan Avenue K%k

Nanjing Road B

Tian An Men Square K%[]) %

BIEE MM High Street % s @if the, the High
Street, DAUFHiAI%4RSH#EH 4% B the, Zn: the Thirty Fourth
Street, the Fifth Avenue,

pagoda[pa'goudeln. B, AT ¥ Hif f1 dagoba['da:gaba]
BiE, A& A MhE &R T8, itk A SFdbE A =S 05,
But it is a busy street all the same, ... REHFAK)X&KHE
2 R, oo

all the same 77 URA ) & o "Wy 5 B flA0:

A: Will you come to dinner tomorrow?

B K18 R W2 IR AT G
B: I'm sorry I have another engagement tomorrow, but

thank you all the same. %72, AR BAHHEL, HiH T,

X4n:

It is their day off, but they are busy all the same.

AR AT, {82 1B A E 21,

all the same L ®[LA] just the same,
but then 7EXHEA“FR", “IEXUER T " MER, FrEEHR
EHREERRE. fim:

A: 1 hope it will be a fine day tomorrow.

BRAEYR BN TR
B: I hope so, too. But then there is nothing you can do

about the weather,
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5. one-storeyed house -2,
storey ['sto:ri] B, XAMAAG WP storey B¢ story,

— 1 B B FTELL a two-storeyed house, ; a two-storied

house,

6. I call it a kitchen-parlour because it is more than a
kitchen to us.
% more than ffiXFl Mk, X% —H:
He is more than a teacher to us.
bt 3 A 130 B8, A UL A E Vi »
X kitchen-parlour FyiXfhifidk 2 ERAY, IRIX B 53k

2 A lH]

7. We spend most of our time, or rather, Mom spends most
of her time there.

1) or rather F“EMNMIL", “EXAW, ERMIBLAREHE
B Bilan:

We came back late at night, or rather, early in the
morning.

AT LR, EEb i, —EREH R

He doesn’t like me, or rather, his wife doesn’t like me.
7R B ek, B, MHEARERE,

2) rather 7R Z¥IE 00T FRIERIIE, 1 very, quite, pretty
R, #HEATFAKBBMN L, fn: rather cold, rather
short, rather difficult, Wi~ ki rather good,

3) Mom [mom] #343, iX &% E A%, %EMA#S Mum[mam],

& Mummy, .
4) spend —iAR“UER"MER, LIRS B AL FHE L,
il 4n:

He spends a lot of his time looking for reference ma-
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terial. fbiR4F LM ALK S Z K E ko

&, RS L, ZAE spend [/ HAZEM-ing #
X, WALLBE in looking for ... {BAMiA in A&, MR
X EAEL, WELA on, #idn:

He spends most of his money on books.

fbAT R & 2y B IBAEAE LA B,

She has to do all the cleaning and washing and cooking
and shopping and a hundred and one other things.

R —E BRI, RAERJE— 3 s A — A g
#id and BMATLAT . Bidn:

She has to do the cleaning, the washing and the cook-
ing. (f£ and ZRHi4REA 15, ﬂ'fﬁ}fﬁﬁ}ﬁo) A4y and
HEZR, FTiET —FIRBER, DO OWE, EH—AX—A, &F
SERE R, XHEMEL and JfEH — Fi i 8 F B, 5 5, one
hundred and one £—/4 W iE, #m& “2”. A B TLLH a
thousand and one, #iZn:

A thousand and one thanks. £ijf, £ijt.

. to begin with EAREXBAIE, S ELGRM”, “B4&7, &L

CBHBMER R RERERWFEAEEH to tell the
truth #3:9i; to make a long story short fif 3,
green fingers FFAME, B, ‘
H—AETRREBER A, 7TLLH:

He has green fingers.
#: He has a green thumb.
It is true our house is a little too old.

It is true ... WLARR“H#", FR—-FHOER FEEF
HA—ALL but FFL4T. Hildn:

It is true the house is a bit too old, but it is good
enough for us. W, BFRIAT—HIL, BRIVEEBTLLT,

It is true he is only half-educated, but he has a heart
8 o



of gold. My, fhikH &k £ 45, BM.OIRMET
12. Mother 7E# 3 C#YEEEM, FTLAS AEE1A the 5 L Kid my,
HEHE-NFRBEKRE,

Dialogue

Home

A: Where do you live?

B: I live in this neighborhood. See that one-storeyed
house over there? That’s my home. Would you
like to come over and have a look?

A: Certainly I would. What street is this?

=]

: Pagoda Street.

A: Pagoda Street? Is there a pagoda somewhere around
here?

B: Not that I know of. There must have been a

pagoda here in the past, but now it’s an ordinary

street, just like any other street in this nsighbor-
hood.

A: The street is not very clean, is it?

B: No, it’s not. And it’s not very wide, either, only
wide enough for two buses to pass.

A: Is the place always so crowded and noisy like
this?

B: Not always, but this is the rush hour. It’s not so
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A:
B:

bad when the rush hour is over. Here we aré.

This is our house. My family live here.

: How many are there in your family?

: There’re four of us — Father, Mother, my brother

and I. Will you please step in to our Kkitchen-

parlor?

: I beg your pardon? Did you say kitchen-parlor?
: Yes, we call this room kitchen-parlor.

: I’m afraid I still don’t quite understand what you

mean.

: Well, this room serves both as a kitchen and a

parlor. It’s more than a kitchen to us: we eat
our meals here, we do our homework and play
games here and Mom even has her friends here.

This is where we spend most of our time.

: I see. The room is neat and cosy.

: 'm glad you think so. But Mom complains that

we children often make a mess of it.

: Who does all the household cheres?

: Our mother. She has to do all the cleaning, wash-

ing, cooking, shopping and many other things.
I'm sorry to say my brother and I are not very
helpful around the house.

I suppose you’'ve lived here a long time.

Yes, it’s been a long long time since my parents
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moved here. My brother and I were born here.
This is an old house. The roof leaks and there’re
quite a few mouse holes. That’s why my mother
wants to move into one of those new apartment
houses in town.

A: What about your father? Does he prefer to live
in a house or in an apartment?

B: Dad prefers to live in a one-storeyed house. He
doesn’t want to climb the stairs and he wants to
grow flowers and vegetables in the garden in front
of the house. He certainly doesn’t want to move
into an apartment.

A: What do you think? Would you like to live in an
apartment house?

B: I don’t know. I’ve no preference. Any place will
do for me. I feel happy and cosy wherever
Mother is. Oh, talk of the angel®... Here comes

Mother. Let’s go over and meet her.

pact =4

1. FEEBRAHE—/RIE“Talk of the devil, the devil comes.”
devil FRREA“EER”, X A)i% Avp SCID “ B 20 % 48, 5 b 21" A1,
AU AR ET Z M S M A, BhIETE devil B angel —%,
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