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Abstract

Year 2011 marks a resurgence of social and political enthusiasm in Russia as
represented by high-profile activities conducted by political forces during the election
campaigns. The Medvedev-Putin Tandem elaborately arranged the process of State
Duma and Presidential elections, which unraveled the historical mystery of the
relationship between Medvedev and Putin. In terms of economy, Russia’s entry into
WTO, the acceleration of the integration process of Commonwealth of Independent
States together with the path of modernization became the main focus as the Russian
economy continued growing. Russia’s powerful diplomatic efforts have brought
considerable achievements in the integration process of Commonwealth of Independent
States; however, these efforts were not adequately effective pertaining to the relations
with the West.

During the State Duma elections, the ruling group prudently designed and
implemented the architecture of the State supreme power while the opposition actively
launched protests against the authorities, particularly Putin, taking advantage of the wide
public discontent. Political stability was maintained in 2011 under such a circumstance.
The result of State Duma elections represented the change of social mentality and the
balance of political forces in contemporary Russia.

Russian economy exhibited upward trend against the background of global political
and economic crisis. Major economic indicators, e. g. , GDP growth rate, inflation
rate, unemployment rate was restored to the pre—crisis level. However, further
economic growth is likely frustrated by the over-dependence on energy and severe
corruption. Russian economy will be significantly affected by the progress in economic
integration as represented by its accession to WTO' together with its endeavor to
establish the Eurasia Union. Russia is expected to maintain its upward trend of growth
in the short and medium run.

Detente and cooperation served the general trend regarding Russia-West relations.
Russia-US relations were stable though conflicts between the two countries were bitter
over the US anti-missile defense and over the Syrian issue. The Russia-dominated-and-

propelled policy on regional economic integration has achieved substantial progress.



Russian policy towards the Asia-Pacific Region has achieved remarkable success via its
unprecedented endeavor. Therefore, one of the policy orientations for Russia, as
explained by its enthusiasm and achievements, is to participate in Asia-Pacific affairs and
to further incorporate into the process of economic integration in the Asia-Pacific
region. Russia-China relations served one of praiseworthy achievements in Russia’s

foreign policy while the level and extent of bilateral cooperation were immensely

advancing in 2011.
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