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Preface

The editors of the catalogues for the National Palace Museum’s major exhibits generally ask the present Director
of the Museum to compose a preface. This is seen as a gesture of respect. Most of these prefaces offer various high-
sounding remarks, praising the magnificence of the objects and the hard work of the curators.

Our major exhibition for 2002. Emperor Ch'ien-lung's Grand Cultural Enterprise. is the culmination of over
two years of planning. It is particularly fitting that the National Palace Museum hold such an exhibit. for it was Ch’ien-
lung, more than any other, who personally shaped the art collection of the Ch’ing court which today forms the core of
our holdings. Thus, the objects featured in this exhibit not only offer valuable insights into the remarkable personality of
this famous imperial collector, but also extol the unique characteristics of our own collection.

As preparations for the exhibit neared completion, my colleagues asked me to write a preface for the
catalogue. Yet. once I laid my pen to the page. that preface inadvertently grew into a full-length essay. The only choice
was to add that “preface” to the other papers at the back of the volume. and begin anew with the present text.

The original essay examined, from a comparative historical perspective. Ch’ien-lung’s attitude toward
collection and its role in society. Our standard of evaluation is founded on the main evolutionary direction of human
civilization, what Ts"ai Yiian-p’ei, founder of the Academia Sinica, calls, “common artistic evolution” — the movement
from personal ownership to universal possession. In other words, the emergence of public museums is an indicator of
artistic and cultural advancement. I say this not in criticism of the past, but rather in the interest of objective historical
comparison. In eighteenth century Europe, the Enlightenment transformed the collection of art from a private to a public
endeavor. The same was not true of China, where the eighteenth century, although known as a time of peace and
prosperity, failed to manifest this type of progressive social consciousness.

The present discussion has implications for one of the most significant questions facing historians of late
imperial China — the reason for the sudden demise of the great eighteenth century Pax Sinica. Perhaps much of the
answer can be found in the backwardness and closed quality of the era’s intellectual life.

The works of art collected by Ch’ien-lung are, without a doubt, worthy of being called “extraordinary.” Yet
the attitude he brought to the treatment of art was far behind that of contemporary European monarchs and nobles. It
was not until the twentieth century that the public museum emerged in China, and its tardiness impeded the cultivation
of the Chinese people and the strengthening of the state. In assessing the principles of history, these issues should not be
overlooked.

The present catalogue is divided into five thematic sections: The August Emperor, Cultural Advisors to the
Emperor, Classical Learning, Cultural Nexus, and Renewing Tradition. Every object featured here is accompanied by a
detailed description that introduces its physical properties as well as its historical background and significance. I am
extremely impressed by the conceptual sophistication of this exhibit and creativity that my colleagues have shown in
executing it. My original “preface™ is simply an attempt to provide an alternative perspective that may help lead to a

more objective appraisal of Ch’ien-lung’s ““grand cultural enterprise.”

Tu Cheng-sheng

Director
National Palace Museum
Taipei. Taiwan
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and k'uei dragon handles

H WbEZE IFUTIERL
Gall-bladder vase with floral décor in gold glaze
[ e B R AL TR E

Porcelain vase with halberd handles and floral pattern

painted in fen-ts'ai enamels against a gold ground

R == S SR

A bR BRI o o

Porcelain bowl in powder green glaze with impressed fish
design and rotating foot

JE kAR AN A o ey

i\ bEzE wohiky R EMITELL Bl
Porcelain vase decorated in fen-rs’ai enamels against a

yellow ground, with rotating interior and openwork eight
trigram and ju-i motifs

W HZRESE KRS i
Flint purses
5 HZFEZE MRUT

Porcelain vase with floral pattern painted in fen-rs'ai
enamels
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V-41

V-42
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V-46

V-47

H HPESE R RLEm b s i

Bowl with Indian lotus design on a pink brocade ground
i PRz fRRERLA

Porcelain cup with chickens painted in fen-ts'ai enamels
i wCREEE RERAMEREN

Porcelain vase in imitation Lung-ch’iian glaze. decorated
with clouds and dragons

i AR ALRMEE
Monk’s-cap ewer in ruby red glaze
i e BRI

Porcelain vase with flower and butterfly design painted in

Sfen-ts'ai enamels

Ku vessel with plantain-leaf and Indian lotus designs
bR SRS

Thumb rings in various glazes

R AR o G

Carved bamboo /i vessel with antiquarian cord-pattern
décor

Az SIRLIRAG T

Carved red lacquer box with floating wine-cups motif
W ORE Tt s T80 )~ Tahep &Rl
Jadeite seals

i sebE AR L

Jade carving of pavilions in a mountain landscape
RN eI

Jadeite screen with pine and crane design

b RATEDE

Jade chrysanthemum-shaped washer

it SR
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The Manchu Tripitaka

FIREET B L % i1

T AT A AR 55 A

Biography of Prince Dorgon

B 8 ol U {3 R A

T T A AR 2 A

Biographies of Turncoat Officials

BIOE B R 41

5 I AR AR 5 A

Biographies of Rebellious Officials

SR U B AR TS IS TR
JUTRHBE it 4

Report on kiln administration from the Chiu-chiang
Customs Office
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