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A Brief Introduction

Fa zang(643-—712) ,the famous learning monk in Tang Dy-
nasty, specialized in Avatamsaka sutra. He interpreted the theory
of Avatamsaka sutra and constructed the theory system of China’s
Hua Yan School. Standing by the viewpoint that “sutra and sastra
are complementary” ,according to “the king of all Buddhism su-
tra” of India’s Buddhism—the Mahavaipulya-buddhavatamsaka-
sutra, which has 60 volumes combining Chinese culture and the
nation’s characteristic and translated by Buddhadra with others of
the Eastern Jin Dynasty ( A. D. 317—420), Fa zang elucidated
the teaching of Avatamsaka thoroughly and completely construct
the Chinese strict doxy learn system which interfused various
schools. That fully displayed his consciousness to construct the
sinified Buddhism theory system and also makes him an important
person during the transforming period of Buddhism theory from
emphasizing on understanding to testifying. Therefore he was re-
garded as the third Master of Chinese Hua Yan School.

The teaching of Avatamsaka which Fa Zang put his life-
time effort to construct,includes such as the special Buddhism
sects, the title for Sakyamuni hide’s origin of events, the unity
of dharma-dhatu, classifying the system of Buddhism sects,
mixing up with six appears, len mysterious no hindrance, etc.
All of these become the important footstone of the theory of
teaching Avatamsaka in China. They not only composed the

theoretical framework of China’s Hua Yan School and had an



effect on some other important Buddhism school such as Tian
Tai, Vidyamatrasiddhi and Zen, but also influenced so far as
to Japan and Korea where Hua Yan Sect were established and
developed and Hua Yan Teaching which become the main-
stream in East Asia. This is his most outstanding historic con- -

tribution on the history of Buddhism.
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