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Abstract

The relationship between a community and an individuals’ life chance is a
traditional field in community study. Since the proposition of Social Isolation ad-
vanced by'W. J. Wilson in 1987 as a critical structural mechanism linking neigh-
borhood disadvantage to the reduced life chances of inner city residents and be-
came a popular theory in the international academic circle, there have been few
empirical tests of this proposition. Taking the empirical research of poverty in
Guangzhou and Lanzhou as an example, we exam the relative importance of
neighborhood socioceconomic characteristics and personal/family characteristics on
social network proposition and community participation of two cities poor ones.
What’s more, we also exam the Instrumental mechanisms behind neighborhood
effects.

In terms of datum of investigation of the poor’s life in Guangzhou and

Lanzhou, managed by Prof. CAI He in 2004, the dissertation makes a quantita-
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tive analysis of 18 communities and 718 poor residents who live in the two cities.
This research’s key hypothesis is; residences living in communities of different so-
cial and economical condition free themselves from poverty by different degree.
That is, a neighborhood conditions has remarked effects on an individual’s life
chance who is trying to break away from poverty. The index of communities’
change of social and economical structures comes mainly from the interview of
residences’ committee’s officials. Three guidelines are mainly stressed;
communities’ socioeconomic status ( SES ), communities’ residential structure
( proportion of residences living in the community for more than 5 years) and the
proportion of residences that have property right in a community.

The primary conclusion is (1) communities’ socioeconomic structure and
their change are remarkably related with the poor’s alleviation of poverty. Resi-
dences who live in a community with a better economy, higher property rate and
less mobility rate have more opportunity than those disadvantage ones to break a-
way from poverty. All of the study prove that the Neighborhood Effects does exit
in Guangzhou and Lanzhou, and social isolation theory have remarked explanation
efficiency on the life chance of the poor in urban China based on the empirical
study in Guangzhou and Lanzhou. (2) The community’s social and economical
change has more effect on the alleviation of poverty than an individual’ s social
economical condition does. That is, the Transferring Society Theory by Victor
Nee has limitations in explanation efficiency just taking the urban poor’s life
chance as an example. (3) Community’s socioeconomic change will help to alle-
viate the poor mainly through three instrumental mechanisms: improvement of
quantity and quality of residences’ social capital, effect of community’s collective

efficiency and that of external institutional efficiency.

Key Words: Urban poverty; Social isolation; Neighborhood effects;

Instrumental mechanisms; Social capital.
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