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A Brief Introduction

Gu Yan-wu has been called as the great thinker of early en-
lightement trend of thought during the 17 century in China. As all
great thinkers in the history, his thought is full of the Philosophi-
cal spirit of reflect to the society and introspect to the traditional
culture. In the condition from the Ming Dynasty to the Qing, he
had filled with deep and sincere patriotism enthusiasm, summed
up the historical lesson to the fall of Ming Dynasty, and looked
closely again at the traditional economy . politics and culture, used
the foresight and sagacity of “to clear the thing-in-itself for appli-
cability” and“ make the past serve the present” , collect outstand-
ing wisdom of the people with high ideals in 3 thousand years of
Chinese history, and make new theoretical creation in the
éphere of philosophical thought , historigraphical thought,  moral
and ethical thought . political thought . economic thought, religions
thought literary thought. His theoretical creation and academic a-
chievement, not only makes him a giant of thought and culture,
but also an academic master of great learning and integrity that
carry forward the cause and forge ahead into the future, and
makes a deep influence to the reform movement in late Qing. His
lofty patriotism sentiment, personality style, and the society criti-
cal spirit, must be a great spirit force to push forward the revive

of the Chinese Nation now.
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