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Thomas Jefferson

(fE&EaT]

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was a great liberal leader, statesman, democrat and
thinker in American history, and a symbol of American democracy. He has been
thought of as one of the most versatile and enlightened men of his generation. He
was a member of the Continental Congress, Governor of Virginia, American Min-
ister to France, the first secretary of State, vice president, and the third president of
the United States. He devoted himself not only to the ideal of individual freedom,
but to literature writing. Zhe Declaration of Independence (1776) ( (MY EF) )
drawn by Jefferson is a brilliant document not merely in American history, but
throughout the world civilization. As a writer, he is famous for his simple, clear, in-
spiring and graceful neoclassical prose style.

In the second Continental Congress on June 7, Richard Henry Lee, a Virginia
delegate put forward a resolution of independence, and four days later Jefferson,
Franklin, Adams, etc., were appointed as a committee to draft the declaration. The
actual writing of this document was begun by Jefferson, and then some corrections
were made by Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and the Congress as a whole. 7he
Declaration of Independence is based on the natural rights theory by Locke and the
18th century French philosophers. Adopted on July 4, 1776, The Declaration of
Independence not merely announced people's common will for the birth of a new
nation, but also sang the praises of human freedom, individual will and the spirit
of democracy, and thus enjoyed its unique importance in human history. It is called
by Karl Marx "the first human right declaration in human history". The views on
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value it figures out — existence, equality, liberty, democracy, etc has exerted a
profound impact on American culture. The sentence "All men are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, and among these rights are life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness” are often heard and well remembered around the world.
Jefferson also claimed that the government is the servant instead of the master of
the people.

In The Declaration of Independence, Jefferson justified and emphasized
people's right of self-government. The natural rights with which everybody is born
are inalienable. The government is based upon the people's consent. The purpose of
government is also for the perseverance of people's natural rights. The people have
the capacity to make moral judgments, discriminate good and evil, and tell right
from wrong.

(fE&@iTH R FiE)

HOr-Am@ (1743—1826) RHAFMEAREROAHLSH, XEHF=FL
%. BRTEBWRFERE T ERMBRZI, il —FRFERBK.

ARBHETHEFREN —MNRIERE, Y TEREIDWER, MmigKe
B, BAEE, BEEE. TR, BRS%R. 17674, KBBBRNBITF, 1769F
LA BERETRIA. IR, bR FRIESHZP, HRRBHRE
EHFE RSN WE, YRR LERTREMK, T18004E 4% HEEEL.

17765E7TH4H (MOLESY HAREEZBERG L ERISARHAE, BRHRE
SRHEESEZ—. (MIEE) 2K (EMEREAE+=EAN—BET) » X—
EZEBUVCEMNEEXAAA BB EENE, BRBIMNBEEIEAENRLIES.
(B EEY BORBRTIEERERHEMARKARBEEM T BERMOILFREE,
HR T RE M “AETIPE” BAREN, DRESFRERHAL “B—A A
BES” » HEEERNBEXMEEEHEEZ. £XEH, BMIEF) AEZEA
BIp seASCA g, HEBEASE T ERMERAEE. ZXNXFRAFTH, FB
THNREEEERESHENEE. REEANSE, ENEEEETR (AR
%) (The Bill of Rights) ZXHEBARTBRKZELRIEA.

(B ET) SBEH. ERRE, HIERARIHKREERYFRNRRE
T, S4n R E TN ERARBIITE ANMA. BIEE) FHoE9T
RENBAMNERE; Fo80A458THERMYBAHRT, NEHEEARKAE
HEHTFEERE, HEH “—ABE SMEMSHET LT RET NS,
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BRI EMARNGRE N o 58 E AT LR A — BB R M It
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(fEmi%i%]

The Declaration of Independence

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America’.

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws
Nature and Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’. That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just power from the consent
of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

- Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
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changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces
a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new guards for their future
security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now
the necessity, which constrains them to alter their former systems of government.
The history of the present King of Great Britain® is usurpations, all baving in direct
object tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid
world.

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained;
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts
of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasion on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected ; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned
to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without and convulsion within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migration hither, and raising the condition of new Appropriations
of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws
for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their officers,
and the amount and payment of their salaries.
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He has erected a multitude of new officers, and sent hither swarms of officers to
harass our people, and eat out their substances.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent
of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil
power.

He has combined with others* to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of
pretended legislation.

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murder which
they should commit on the inhabitants of these States.

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;

For imposing taxes on us without our consent;

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury;

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses;

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighbouring Province’,
establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute
rule these Colonies;

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments;

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and
waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries® to complete
the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of cruelty and perfidy scarcely parallel in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear
arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren,
or to fall themselves by their hands.

- He has excited domestic insurrection amongst us, and has endeavored to bring
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on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule
of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitionéd for redress in the most
humble terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injuries.
A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these
usurpation, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence.
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must,
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces’ our separation, and hold
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress assembled , appealing to the supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude
of our intentions, do, in the name, and by authority of the good people of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United States Colonies and
Independent States; that they are absolved by from all allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain is, and ought to be totally dissolved ; and that as Free and Independent
States, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances,
establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortunes, and our sacred honor.

(iER]

. EERTEEREBBUAEHWEmZ I, ERBT AR EM.
H JIRIAT SCRHE -

2. Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness: 218 ¥ 7e7E (BUFR) B
TR ENARNFEFEEW. B HRUBH.

3. King of Great Britain: Fri§ =1k, $BUIHM17604 1820, HIE TR
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% 51 RAK BRI BT BUR .
4. others: HEH N4
5. the free system of English laws in a neighbouring Province: Lt 7)Y
(1774) XEEEEHEME T —eBik, &ET (R , BHik
T FVUE L TR R AL e AR 5 e R 4 55 .
6. targe armies of foreign mercenaries: 2 H+-5t, T E R MREEARNM
SUHREHEMBRHEAN.

7. denounces: proclaims. E . F .

(B%@E]

1. According to The Declaration of Independence, what are the rights that
people are endowed with by their Creator?

2. What enormities of the King of Great Britain have been listed and criticized?

3. What are the truths, which are mentioned in The Declaration of
Independence, still exert a great impact on today's America?
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ome 8

RP VAN WINRLE

Washington Irving

(EEHE ]

Washington Irving (1783-1859), one of the pioneering American novelists, was
the first American writer who gained international reputation. As the youngest of
11 children of a rich New York merchant, he was born in New York on April 3,
1783. Gently born and well-educated, he had a strong interest and devoted himself
in reading and writing from his childhood. Irving was regarded as the "father of
American literature". Famous for his literary innovations and transitional role in
American literature history, he contributed to American literature in a variety of
ways. He embosomed particular enthusiasm for European scenery and culture.
Irving's literary career started in journals and newspapers. At the age of 19,
he published his first pieces of writing, a series of satirical letters to the "Morning
Chronicle" (1803-1803), a newspaper owned by one of his brothers by the pen name
of "Jonathan Oldstyle, Gent". With different themes woven together, most of his
stories are based on the readymade plots. His works include Salmagundi (1809)
( (EED#dY ), The History of the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus
(1818) ( (BHEAMAEFRRATY ) , The Alhambra (1832) ( (FI/RF{AHLIE
%) ), Tales of a Traveler (1824) ( (i#%&iE ) ), A Tour of the Prairie(1835)
( (EEBIH) ), Life of Olive Goldsmith (1840) ( (RFFH-BERFHL) )
and Life of George Washington (1856-1859) ( (Frifi 4B Hif%(1856—1859)) ).
His masterpiéce The Sketch Book (18200 ( ¢(JLEALiE) ) marked the beginning
of American Romanticism. These works reflect the shift in American literature from
the Rcationalism of the 18th century to the Romanticism in the 19th century. They
reveal the contrasts between continental Europe and America. Irving didn't view the
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New world as a paradise free of corruption. His artistic style was precise, simple, and
graceful, never lacking in a sense of humor.

Irving initiated the Native American literature and introduced the familiar essay
from Europe to America. He made short stories, historical legends and biography
again the focuses of writers' and readers' attention. He wrote to entertain, which
departs from the emphasis on morality by his puritan ancestors. He emphasized
the recreational and enlightening function of his works, and preferred to address

himself to the feeling and fancy of readers more than to their judgment and
reflection.

[fERIEH R FiE]

B -BRIC (1783—1859) RFEEELMNMEK, BCKEGEFEK. 1809
H, MXKRRTIKE—WIER (AL %) , XRE—NMUEEAAMHTZEHALY
HENZMMREHEE, MOAE CLELRY TI820EH I HhikE T H5F =
B, XWUMBREMFEENEFZRE, 75 LSS 0 B B B 8 3 K2
FEE/NRERULABE R HEL RN, EBF T RICTE1819—18204 (4]
BAEEESHAMEN=1TR{BER, WEFEE, HEA/ZENIRARE T/ Z
Wi, (LEHR) EEEx¥E b AR REMMER. it BROGERIET
RBWHIML, WRATECCEURADERE . SRERAAERFKHERME, W
HRB TR EARKR AN, At 5 A X % k36 Kot & O™ £
TIRE R, '

WRAE (BRI PH (BT L-BR/AR) BEEXFE LEIFLNER
WEZ . CRMTEERTRE, DR I ERE AN AR, W
RTHEREBANR—RERET ZH4E, EXRFOERARAEMHFORET
BRBEMPTL, WA, XAKWE L, TEFEVRDAYERESRE T R
B, MR, RWER, HEHXNEETHIE, TEABRBERAERH
R T, EidiXAAY, B HERAZEHFT T L0 SBUEHEA, mXE
ML, HERISCH, EEFE.

FEWRES, KCEHMRANEZ KT, BEAROB RN BB SN
RYE, ADLHKREE X, L E LR E SIS E . A RECUPR
BRARTFHUARE, AWABEXZEITELTEYNERET, MRDHRRMREL.
WEDEH TS AEARAE, EHFERHAPEESRERE T THRANEHZR.
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B4, ERESHRBEE. BTERE.

ACHE B /AMEIIATERR S, YHR T R AN 2 A5 R AL ST AT A0 H 3 455 DLR AR
ITRER T2 A, HENTET20EZA. BRE, MERNGHE, £H
WSS RORE, AENHACHEER2E. ERLEREL R AL MEHRk
R TS BT AAY SRR E BTG, FUAR. THEE, £F
Zeltt R P A A A BB E X TS B LB B BBk £ B D B BRI K 25, BRUkIXHE
/N AIIRRA 5 SR RE IS . RN, CPMROEHS, mREERAL
ABEL RS, AR TIAN. SO B 0 SO B B SRR T
e RLAE S MR B0 B R ST E SR AT S R A 1B ST '

[{Emi%ix)

Rip Van Winkle

(Excerpt)

Whoever has made a voyage up the Hudson' must remember the Kaatskill moun-
tains. They are a dismembered branch of the great Appalachian family’, and are
seen away to the west of the river, swelling up to a noble height, and lording it
over the surrounding country. Every change of season, every change of weather,
indeed,every hour of the day, produces some change in the magical hues and shapes
of these mountains, and they are regarded by all the good wives, far and near, as
perfect barometers. When the weather is fair and settled, they are clothed in blue
and purple, and print their bold outlines on the clear evening sky; but, sometimes,
when the rest of the landscape is cloudless, they will gather a hood of gray vapors
about their summits, which, in the last rays of the setting sun, will glow and light
up like a crown of glory.

At the foot of these fair mountains, the voyager may have descried the light
smoke curling up from a village, whose shingle-roofs gleam among the trees, just
where the blue tints of the upland melt away into the fresh green of the nearer
landscape. It is a little village, of great antiquity, having been founded by some of
the Dutch colonists®, in the early times of the province, just about the beginning of



