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About the Author

Wang Chengxi was born in 1940 in Wei-
chuan County, Henan Province and graduated
from the Central Institute of Arts and Crafts
in 1966. Now he is deputy chief manager of
the Beijing Yanjing Calligraphy and Painting
Studio.

Wang grew up in the fertile land on the
banks of the Yellow River. He has experi-
enced many hardships, but they have served
to add lustre to his basic qualities of sincerity
and honesty, as well as his enthusiastic and
unyielding pursuit of quality in art.

In his childhood, Wang loved the tradition-
al Chinese calligraphy and paintings. After
graduation from the Central Institute of Arts
and Crafts, he worked with talented modern
teachers for more than thirty years, develop-
ing techniques of traditional Chinese painters.
Meanwhile he has made special efforts to
learn the techniques of the Western tradition.
He excells at painting flowers, especially plum
blossoms. His beautiful works reveal a clear,
elegant flavour and a vivid, fresh, vigorous
style.

The albums of Wang Chengxi’s paintings
that have been published in the past few years
include the Collection of Plum Blossom Paint-
ings by Wang Chengxi, Chinese Painter Wang
Chengxi, Selected Paintings by Wang Chengxi,
and A Hundred Plum Blossom Paintings.
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Author’s Preface

I love plum blossoms, because they come into bloom in cold winter to greet new spring when
all plants on earth begin to wake up.

The plum blossom is not as splendid as the peony, not as beautiful as the lotus, and not as
elegant as the orchid. However many people admire plum blossoms for their simplicity, honesty,
strength of character — and faint scent.

Braving snow and frost, plum trees blossom defiantly to spread their fragrance. The noble
character and morals of the people can be likened to plum blossoms which are burst forth in
adverse circumstances and bring encouragement to the world.

Since ancient time, millions have extolled plum blossoms that appear on arrow-shaped new
branches, growing from dragon-like trunks. From the Tang Dynasty (618-907) to the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911), there were about 250 famous artists specializing in painting plum
blossoms. Lu You (1125-1210), a well-known poet, wrote more than six hundred poems in praise
of plum blossoms. Lin Hejing (poet and painter) of the Song Dynasty (420-589) remained single
all his life and devoted all his efforts to creating paintings and poems about plum blossoms.
Hence people said he was married to plum blossoms. Words don’t adequately describe the beauty
of plum blossoms, the deep meaning they contain and the inspiration they give to people.

I began to show great interest in plum blossoms in my childhood. I love those grown in trees,
those mentioned in fairy tales, those described in poems and those represented by paintings. |
still remember that when I was a teenager, I discovered a wintersweet tree in the backyard of
a neighbourhood store one afternoon during the Spring Festival. Attracted by it, I stood there
to stare at it for hours. I found the snow-covered tree attractive under the setting sun. |
examined it carefully, its trunks to branches, its sepals and petals, stamens and pistiles while
thinking of the fairy maiden of plum blossoms and how to copy them. Like a dream, I, who
knew little about plum blossoms, was completely attracted by the magic power of nature. I did
not realize that I had stood there in the snow for hours until the store started to close the door.
When I was leaving I found that my feet were nearly frozen with ice and snow on the ground.
Though my feet were numb, I was warm and happy at heart. Because I started to know plum
blossoms.

As I am very fond of plum blossoms, I am eager to write and paint about them. Loving plum
blossoms with all of my heart, I have painted the flower for over thirty years. But I am never
satisfied. I am sure I have a long way to go to perfectly represent plum blossoms. My love for
this flower makes me continue painting them without stopping.

In this picture album, I present more than a hundred pamtmgs of plum blossoms to lovers
of the flower as well as to artists.

Wang Chengxi

September 1991, Beijing
Fragrant Snow Studio
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Foreword

I am delighted that the publisher has produced this album, 4 Hundred Plum Blossom Paintings
by Wang Chengxi.

In the summer of 1988, I found Wang Chengxi’s huge painting, Far-Going Fragrance of Red
Plum Blossoms, displayed at the Guest Hall of the official residence of the president of the House
of Representatives of Japan. Mr. Li Xiongcai, my companion, was surprised and impressed with
such lovely artwork. The painting shows hardy old trunks, strong new branches and glowing
blossoms — revealing the artist’s rare technique, and the deeply implied meanings of the work
itself.

In recent years, Wang’s art, especially his plum blossom paintings, has attracted worldwide
attention and high praise. Chinese, along with people from other lands, have shown a love for
his art.

Skilled in calligraphy, Wang has worked diligently to integrate the Western practice of
perspective, light, space and sense of quality into his traditional Chinese paintings to reflect the
likeness of both shape and spirit. Using bright colours and lifelike images, his works are
appealing to both refined and popular tastes.

Chinese history has witnessed hundreds of famous artists paint plum blossoms. However, the
works by Wang included in this album are totally different from the others. They display the
rich flavour of the era; they offer an artistic treat to art lovers — and establish an elevated
stage of plum paintings.

I have known Wang Chengxi for twenty years. I am greatly impressed by his sincerity,
honesty and indomitable will to gain professional proficiency. Never satisfied with himself, he
asks advice from others even as he shares his immense talent with all of us.

Wang is fond of the poem by Lu You (1125-1210):

“The sword blade becomes sharp from being ground, and the scent of plum blossoms comes
from bitter cold.”

He often writes poems on his paintings, hangs them at home and regards them as motion.

As the son of a peasant, Wang has been working very hard for years. Each success of today
reflects great painstaking effort and devotion. In the prime of life, he diligently paints to creat
a large variety of works. Publication of this album is another step on his long, artistic road. |
am sure that he will keep creating more works of art for the world — and continue climbing
to new heights.

Dong Shouping

August 1991, Beijing
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Now preserved at the Great Hall of the Tiananmen Tower.

Braving Snow to Greet Spring (I)
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