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A Brief Introduction

We can not truly understand the Chinese traditional culture,
unless we understand the religion of ancient China. The unique
character of the religion of ancient China, just lies in the forma-
tion and long-term continuity of the complex religious system trip-
licity, namely the trinity of Ru-Fo-Dao ( Confucianism-Buddhism-
Taoism). Tao Hongjing was an important figure that contributed
to the creation of this system as a result of his active involvement
in the development of Taoism. In the present book, integrated
with the study on the cultural gene of the Chinese nation and the
ethos of the times: Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties,
the author checks up prudently on the Tao’s biographical data
based on a literature research, redresses some predecessors’ mis-
understandings and misinformation, inquires into Tao Hongjing’ s
ideas and attainments in the fields of philosophy, religion, sci-
ence and art, re-evaluates his exclusive status in the Chinese cul-
tural history. In addition, by collating the life-stories and
thoughts of Kou Qianzhi and Lu Xiujing, the two Tao’s forerun-
ners and founders of the Taoism and the religious triplicity sys-
tem, the author also describes the trajectory of the Taocism and the
triplicity system in the times of Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Northern
and Southern Dynasties, which Aims to shape a new comprehen-

sion of ancient Chinese cultural tradition.
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