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1. The Eiffel' of Paris

B L2 7%

§inae ]

Do you know where you can get an “eyeful”® of
Paris? From the top of the Eiffel Tower, of course.

But the name and the view only sound alike. The
Eiffel Tow<r is named for Alexandre Eiffel, a great
French engineer. Mr. Eiffel built this first skyscraper® of
them all before your grandparents were born.

France decided to have a fair* to show off its finest
goods and machinery. The people of France wanted

' B



the fair to have something extra specially in the middle
of the fair grounds, and Alexandre Eiffel was picked to
build it.

When the iron beams® started to rise, many people
did not like the tower. They called it a gigantic® skele-
ton’. But when it was finished and lighted up at night,
they changed their minds. It looked like a tower of
lace®. + ;3‘71

If you take an elevator a hundred stories up to the
top of the tower, not only can you see the city of Paris,
but you can buy a hot dog® from the highest hot-dog
stand in the world.

But even without leaving your room in Paris, you
can get an “eyeful” from the Eiffel Tower. The Eiffel
Tower is also a TV tower that sends television pro-
grams all over Paris. Some people take the Eiffel Tower
as one of the seven wonders of the modern world.

Notes
1. the Eiffel Tower Z3IE/RikiE,Eiffel /'aifal/
2. eyeful /'aiful/n. #HR,}5 Eiffel & ZHHiE. 4k get an eyeful
of Paris {E“MKNEER R,
3. skyscraper/'skai'skreipa/ n. FERAE
4. fair /fea/ n. WRE
5. beam n. ()2
6. gigantic /dzai'geentik/ e. EKE,BAN
* 2 -



T .sk‘le"leton /'skelitn/ n.iﬁ
8. lace n. £
9. het dog n. ﬁﬁ(*ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ)
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2. House of Wax!'

Heads and hands of wax, eyes of glass, real
hair, and plaster? bodies dressed in real clothes—that’s
what the “living” statues® at Madame Tussaud’s wax-
works in London, England, are made of. The statues
look so alive that sometimes fyou can’t tell the real
people from* the wax people.

At Madame Tussaud’s, you can see statuesof pres-
idents and kings, politicians and athletes®, writers and
churchmen®, television stars and movie queens,

+ 4 .



And you can go down into a dark underground
room called the Chamber of Horrors’ and see all kinds
of scary things—murderers killing people, a guillotine®
ready to cut off a head, masks® of people made after
their deaths, a man tied to-an electric chair, and an-
other sitting in a gas chamber.

After you see the Chamber of Horrors, you can go
back upstairs anl look for a little old lady dressed in
black with glasses on her nose. When you find her,
you will be looking at a wax statue of Madame Tus-
saud, the woman who founded the famous waxworks.

Notes

1. house of wax MHBIRFIE, wax n. i

plaster /'pla:sta/ n. AE

statuc /'steetju:/ n. BE{Z, ¥4

tell...from 3. 5. XRIFF3H

athlete /'eeBli:t/ n. ABE R, B3R

churchman/'§o:fmon/ n. %Uf, %+

the Chamber of Horrors Z&{fiz 2, chamber /' q’elmba/ e
=, 'horror /'hora/ n. B

. guillotine /gila'ti:n/ n. Wrk&

. 'mask' /ma:sk/ n. HE
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3. Bi§ Ben of London .

People all over the world write to Big Ben. . They
even send birthday presents. One present was a bottle
of oil—to help keep Big Ben running. Big Ben is not a
person. It’s a clock!

Big Ben is the great clock high up in a tower of
the Parliament' building. This is the building in London
where laws are made. The people of London like to see



Big Ben’s friendly faces. (The clock has four.) They
like to hear its sound every 15 minutes. They like tc
hear the big' bell striking on the hour. BONG! BONG}
BONG! : )

1 Radio sends the sound of the big ‘clock to the rest
of the world. The BBC? began to broadcast the 'sound
in 1923. Ever since, Big Ben has been a radio star.

The BBC broadcasts news around the world. In
World War II, it could be -heard . in many countries,
even in a country taken over by the enemy. But there,
anyone rcaught listening might be killed®. People listened
anyway. They heard the news—and Big Ben: To them
the ‘'sound of Big Ben was the: sound- of freedom and of
hope. To them Big Ben said, “London is safe-~and still
fighting!” {+

Big Ben’s story starts in 1834. In that year the old
Parliament building burned down. Its clock tower
crashed* to the ground. There had to be -a new building
—and a new clock.

Plans were made. They called for. a “King of
Clocks, the biggest and best in the world.” So the clock
had to be big. And it had to keep very good time.

Some people said, “No one can make such a clock.”
They were wrong. The big clock was made in two
years. But it couldn’t be put in the tower. The tower
wasn’t even built} :

Five more years went by before the clock tower

-70



{vas finished. Then four bells were brought ~into the
tower. And at last the giant hour bell was putin place.
It rang out for the first time on July 11,/ 1859.

This great bell had to have a name. A meeting of
Parliament 'was called to pick one. “The clock is the
King-of Clocks,” oné man said. “Let’s call the bell the
Queen of Bells.” s 15v [

“Then why not Vlctorla?” said another. ' (Victoria
was the  British ‘queen 'at that time.) -

The talk about names' went: on  and on.: Then
Benjamin Hall® got 'up to speak.:He:was a big man-that
the others liked, By ' this time' they were 'all tired.
Someone shouted, “Why not call it Bxg Ben and be done
with it®9” .

Everybody laughed, and the meeting broke up. But
Big Ben it was from then on. Not just the bell, but the
whole clock.

Big Ben is still the King of Clocks. But it is more
than a clock. It is a dear friend. It warms the hearts
of people all over the world.

Notes
1. parliament /'pa:lomant/n. Y&
2. BBC #HEJ #/\7], 2% British Broadcasting Company
3. anyone caught listening might be killed ~{Efa#k % Bk &
A EBBALTE , A caught listening 2 Fi fE 15 anyone B,
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4. crash /kreef/ v. ﬁﬂ‘-ﬂ
5. Benjamin Hall AKB « BR(UBAFERNLSTENER)
6. be done with it X 2/HT
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