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I had never thought that I would let someone who speaks
another language write my biography. When I first heard Yang
Qing’s request, I thought she was just joking with me and would
soon forget this crazy idea. Writing my biography, even for an
English native speaker, would be a fairly thorny task.

To be honest, I was not positive that a Chinese young
female journalist could understand my flavor and my thinking.
How much could she understand me? Was her experience and
knowledge sufficient for writing a biography? Could she really
understand how difficult the task would be? Yes, I very much
doubted she could do it.

Today, I am convinced. Over the past few years, I have seen
this Chinese young lady’s great efforts and belief in her dream.
Her only requirement was I must answer all her questions
honestly since she wanted to write the real Rogers.

I agreed with her on this point. I am a simple boy from rural
Demopolis, Alabama, where I grew up, who went to Yale,
Oxford, and the U.S. Army, and eventually to Wall Street, where
the experience taught me that the “experts” were usually wrong.
I loved the exciting work and devoted almost 14-15 hours a day
with few holidays. I never stopped working before I finished the
task at hand.

Later after I retired at age 37, I set out seeking adventure. I
drove around the world twice with my second trip taking me
through 116 countries. I learned that if you really want to know
the real world, you need to see it yourself from the ground up.

Qing is a hardworking girl and very determined to turn her



dream into reality. And, she is very serious. If she felt my answers to her questions were
not clear, she would seek clarifications relentlessly from me until she got a satisfactory
answer. One interesting thing was that I had to recollect some things which happened 150
years ago. That was not easy at times. During the process and especially afterwards, I
appreciate her attitude very much. She was as persistent as I would have been doing such a
project. I think this is one of the reasons why I had such great hope for her to write a real
Rogers.

I think this book is the result of her strong curiosity and determination to acquire more
experience and knowledge of the world. Today China has achieved brilliant advances and
started to play an important role on the world stage. The new emerging power of China is
ready to take its place on the world arena. That is why I have insisted that my daughters
learn Chinese! I love China! It is no doubt that the twenty-first century will be China’s turn
to set the agenda and rule the roost.

I am glad that Qing, as a young Chinese, has been concerned about my investment
over past years. I am glad she was not only interested in making serious money, but also
how to invest. I want to point out that making money is certainly not an easy job: “no pain
no gain”. I hope people understand that one must do lots of research and homework to
make successful investments. No one could help you. You have to make your decisions
independently. You have to make sure your own judgement is right from time to time as the
market always keeps changing. We have certainly seen huge changes in the past few years.
Now many understand the depth and breadth of China’s rise and of America’s decline, but
many now are aware of what is happening. This continues to offer enormous opportunities
as the old order changes giving way to the new. Learn to anticipate change and you will
prosper! That is one of the main reasons I love investing so much!

Qing has explained how some are always rising and some always declining. The
key is to figure which is which in advance.

I hope you learn some approaches to investment through reading this book. I hope you
learn to love investing after you read this book.
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