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i 1. About the Author and the Text:

David edag'sn(born on December 26, 1956) is a Grammy Award-nominated American

humorist, writer, comedian, bestselling author, and radio contributor. He was born in
Binghamton, New York, and raised in the subugbs of Raleigh, North Carolina. He is the second
child of Lou Sedaris, an IBM engineer. In his$ teens and twenties, he dabb késual and
performance art. His lack of success is described in several of his essays. Sedaris 8r(%ped out of
Kent State University in 1977, and moved to Chicago, in 1983, graduating from the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago in 1987. ‘

While working a string of odd jobs across Chicago and New York City, Sedaris was discovered
reading his diary which he hasre—f)t writing since 1977. Sedaris’ success led to his National Public
Radio debut pon 3, 1992, when he read a radio essay on Morning Edition titled “Santa

§ lkgcrlbed his experiences working as an elf ( /J\?Fti ) at Macy’s department

Land Dlarles
store during Christmas time in New York. “Santa Land Diaries” was an immediate success with

radio listeners, and made Sedaris what the New York Times called “a minor phenomenon”.

He publ hed 1 first collection of essays and short stories, Barrel Fever, in 1994. Each of
his five subszléuent essay collections, Nake# ‘&997), Holidays on Ice (1997), Me Talk Pr;%t
Day (2000), Dress Your Family in orduroy and Denim (2004) and When You Are Engu ed
Flames (2008), has become New York Times Best Sellers As of 2008, his books had collectlvely

sold 7 million copies.
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eWriting Features

With sardonic ( %24 ) wit and incisive_( %011, IR %I ) social critiques, David Sedaris
has become one of America’s pre-eminent humor writers. According to the dictionary, satire is
“a literary work holding up human vices and follies to ridicule or scorn”; it is “used to expose
and discredit vice or folly.” This type of humor is not for everybody, but the great skill with which
Sedaris slices through cultural euphemisms (ZWiif ) and political correctness proves that he is
a master of satire and one of the most observant writers addressing the human condition today.

Much of Sedaris’s humor is autobiographical and self-deprecating, and it often concerns his
family life, his middle class upbringing in the suburbs of Raleigh, North Carolina, Greek heritage,
various jobs, education, drug use, homosexuality, and his life in France with his boyfriend, Hugh

Hamrick.

Sedaris is also a memoirist. In several of his books, he recalls the personal lives of himself
and his family. Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim where our text comes from is a
collection of 22 autobiographical essays. The essays address the author’s upbringing in Raleigh,
North Carolina, his relationships with family members, and his work and life in New York City

and France. In the book, there are his fights with his boyfriend, and his sister-in-law’s difficult

pregnancy.

QUnderstanding of the Text

This article is a litmus test that separates the skilled from the less-skilled readers. Sedaris

writes with a double point of view—himself as an }%gl%l% y\"ememb ring an experience of
himself as an eight-year-old. The child’s point of view go'mlria es the n fon, which concerns

a family ostracized by its community because this family (the Tom‘l;gys) “doesn’t believe in
television.” The child narrator reflects the TV-worshiping path Wnormal” community,
and tells the readers how “pyny,”/‘stupid,” and undesirabE_tl—lvé%i;ﬂ%xkeys are with a wide array of
damning words. And the less-s i led readers fall for one of the best tricks in the “literary” authors’
bag: the unreliable narrator.

Uncritical readers swallow whatever moral judgments they hear from the narrator—even if
he’s an eight-year-old. The power of the printed word to kill thought: “It’s true because the book
says it’s true.” A scary irony there, how books can as often close our eyes as open them.

The skilled readers, though, don’t fall for the unreliable narrator trick. They notice more
than what is “told” in the story; they notice what Sedaris, the adult author, shows. And the images

he shows of the Tomkey family, contrary to the herd-like judgments bleated by the vindictive and

petty-minded “normal” community, are all too admirable. The Tomkeys are actually the healthiest

and wisest family in the neighborhood, ostracism and all. It’s the couch-potato, consumerism-
e

drugged “normal” community that’s sick.




Unit 1 Us and Them

Another meaning or the main theme of the story “Us and Them” by David Sedaris is simply
the negative role of television and other modern distractions on family unity and further on the
individual’s personality. In this particular story, the main character, who is only about 8-year-old
of age, develops an interest in the neighboring Tomkeys because they don’t have a TV. The start of
the whole ordeal is due to this key fact: Tomkeys don’t have a TV, so therefore they are different
from the rest of the society. The narrator pities them for their lack of common sense, and blames
this on the absence of a TV. He believes that the Tomkeys are “ignorant and alone,” but what he
doesn’t understand is that he is the one who is ignorant and alone. It seems as if the narrator’s
family dislikes the Tomkeys for what they are. They are united, whole, and are a true family,
because they know how to spend time together at the table and on the weekends. They actually
talk to each other because they don’t have a TV —di_st£§c_ti£_g them from having quality time. Others,
like the narrator and his family, see this as being “uninteresting,” as the narrator puts it. The
narrator has been fed with false family images by the TV, and believes that a family unit should be

fun, interesting, and attractive, and doesn’t understand why the Tomkeys are so ordinary.
EEE—————

i‘ll . Related Information:

Q Elmer Fudd

Elmer Fudd is a fictional cartoon character in the 1970s and 1980s. He is a short, bald-
headed, game hunting little gentleman with a speech impediment ( [&fF ). He tries to be tough,
but his speech problem and his relatively low intelligence make him only minor threat to those
who cross him. His most popular catch phrase, “Be very, very quiet, I'm hunting rabbits!” has

become a household saying.

e Halloween

It is a holiday celebrated on the night of October 31. The day is often associated with the

colors of orange and black, and is strongly associated with symbols such as the jack-o’-lantern ( %5
LrgJIVT ). Halloween activities include trick-or-treating, wearing costumes, ghost tours, bonfires,
costume parties, visiting haunted attractions, carving jack-o’-lanterns, reading scary stories, and
watching horror movies.

Trick-or-treating is an activity for children on or around Halloween in which they proceed
from house to house in costumes, asking for treats such as candies with the question, “Trick
or treat?” The “trick” part of “trick or treat” is a threat to play a trick on the homeowner or his
property if no treat is given. Trick-or-treating is one of the main traditions of Halloween. It has
become socially expected that if one lives in a neighborhood with children one should purchase

treats in preparation for trick-or-treaters.
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1. Brownies: A brownie is a flat, baked square or bar, sliced from a type of dense, rich chocolate
cake. Brownies come in a variety of forms. They are either fudgy or cakey, depending on their
density, and they may include nuts, icing, cream cheese, chocolate chips, or other ingredients.
Brownies are often served warm with ice cream. They may also be served with whipped cream,
especially as a dessert in restaurants. Brownies are typically accompanied by either milk or
coffee.

2. Tootsie Pops are hard candy lollipops ( 1 # ¥ ) filled with chewy chocolate-flavored rolls.
In 1996, Tootsie Roll Industries celebrated its 100th anniversary. In 2003, sixty million Tootsie
Rolls and twenty million Tootsie Roll Pops were produced every day. The question about the
said product has been asked for many years: “How many licks does it take to get to the center
of a Tootsie Pop?”

3. Mustang convertible: Mustang is an automobile brand manufactured by the Ford Motor
Company. It was Ford’s most successful launch. In 1971, Ford offered a limited number of
convertible Mustangs (a type of automobile in which the vehicle’s roof can retract and fold
away, converting it from an enclosed to an open-air vehicle). This design would prove to be the
last of the sought-after First Generation Ford Mustang convertibles.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

1 Study the sentence from the text, and then locate the discontinuous
modification in the following exercise and translate them into Chinese.

Word spread that Mr. Tomkey did not own a television....
In the above sentence:

The appositive clause “that Mr. Tomkey did not own a television” is separated from its
antecedent “word’”.

1. The problem still remained to be solved of how the message was to be sent to them.

2. One day a young man was brought to his tent with a badly burnt arm.

3. All these are examples of people who have measurable results to show for their efforts—the
worker who gets a promotion, the student whose grades improve, the foreigner who learns a
new language.

4. When the work is well done, a climate of accident-free operations is established in which



5.

Unit 1 Us and Them 1

time lost due to injuries is kept at 2 minimum.
A social feeling of agreement comes out of our emotional experiences with objects and

events that certain things and actions are “good” and others are “bad”.

. That sex ratio will be favored which maximizes the number of descendants an individual will

have and hence the number of gene copies transmitted.

. During a period of infancy, vaguer instincts than those of the insects were molded to suit

surroundings which might be considerably changed without harm.

. In the Middle Ages widespread use was made of arguments from analogy, on the belief

that the universe formed an ordered structure that the macrocosmic pattern of the whole
is reproduced in the microcosmic pattern of parts so that it possible to draw inferences by

analogy from one to the other.

S Answers:

1.

Prepositional phrase “of bow the message was to be sent to them” is separated from its
head noun “the problem”.
NI TH BAE 25 T TG () AR I A AR

. Prepositional phrase “with a badly burnt arm” is separated from its head noun “a young

man”.

—X, IS ERGRFERASH b kES .

. Appositive structures “these” and “the worker who gets a promotion, the student whose

grades improve, the foreigner who learns a new language” are separated.
BT EARS, FEREGES, SAEANEITINE, XEAEA I FIEAT LU SR b]
ZHHIRE,

. Relative clause “in which time lost due to injuries is kept at a minimum?” is separated

from its antecedent “climate”.
U TAEES I REHR, THERENRSIKRSELER . AXFHEAET, A TERGERSEH
A 57 shEst [E] 9L 2% th S R B B i

. Appositive clause “that certain things and actions are ‘good’ and others are ‘bad’” is

separated from its antecedent “a social feeling of agreement”.

WD AT NG IR 2 FIEOR B TR EN A TERE .

. Relative clause “which maximizes the number of descendants an individual will bave

and bence the number of gene copies transmitted” is separated from its antecedent “sex
ratio”.

ARFH 32 75 BR B P53 He B REE SR R BE 38R BT BB A A0 /E R, JF R I 7E B R 1%
o PR A o B

- Relative clause “which might be considerably changed without barm” is separated from

its antecedent “¢mstincts”.



E%iﬁﬂuiﬁfﬁ# (s )

=

TERL, HTERFREE, ARtk A4 REE M B0 A RERT LITER KRR I e, i EAS
Sl AT E o

. Prepositional phrase “of arguments from analogy” is separated from its head noun

“widespread use”.
2R 0T SR B R AT IR B . XA R T T RS, BIFHBER— A BRFREH,
OV SR 2 22 AR R O T, DR H AT RBSE e S A el e R AR O HHE AT

Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate form of the
word given.

. editorialize

A. Joel Nilsson is an writer for the Arizona Republic.
B. During the summer debates on New York rent control, virtually every major city newspaper

against controls.

C. Arch Ward became sports of the Chicago Tribune.
D. I saw a report on cancer treatments on Thursday’s of the local news.
. speculate
A. A further defeat for the government led to increasing that the Prime Minister

would resign.
B. Until further research has been done, any figures I can give you are highly

C. Edward began to on what life would be like if he were single again.
D. Experts said it was the first test for the new, small who have invested heavily
in dotcom enterprises.
. synthetic
A. It was not only wool that behaved in this manner, some could do the same.
B. Then we learned to extract raw materials to create our own new materials.

C. Some of these drugs have been derived from opium and others have been produ-
ced
D. It is possible to all your personal and career needs to find out which career

will give you the most satisfaction.

. allergic
A. The dust mite (#14 ), which thrives in warm, moist air, is the greatest source of to
asthmatics ( BEMGAE ) .
B. Hay fever is really an to pollen and the peak time is early June.
C. It contains fewer chemical pollutants, which asthmatics are often " to, and so

helps to prevent asthma attacks.



10.

Unit 1  Us and Them

D. is the branch of medical science that studies the causes and treatment of
allergies.
. disgust
A. Much to my , I found that there were no toilets for the disabled.
B. The heat, the smell of other passengers, everything about the subway him.
C. He ate noisily and greedily. I tried hard not to be by his manners.
D. It’s the way politicians use their position to their personal advantage.
. imitate
A. Young people might be provoked into crime by the exploits they see on TV.
B. “Don’t you talk to me like that!” she said her mother’s high-pitched voice.
C. The necklace was a cheap , but she was obviously very proud of it.
D. Design simple yet stylish clothing, and do it fast enough to stay ahead of
. indiscriminately
A. Troops were accused of killings of civilians.
B. Under federal law, it is illegal to against minorities and women.
C. Federal law forbids on the basis of race, sex, or color.
D. The government enacted laws to protect women from employment practices.
. mutilate
A. Thousands suffer death or as a result of the bomb attack.
B. Self- behavior refers to the deliberate damage to one’s own body.
C. Blood poured down from her face.
D. The horrible movie tells a story of a man who tried to kill several people,
including his own son.
. constant
A. It will be a long, slow and tedious process requiring patience and of
purpose.
B. She has learned to put up with the roar of trucks and cars whizzing by.
C. Scientists were satisfied with the figure, and the was left undisturbed until
1975.

D. Although relatively few people inhabit the island, our small community is a

changing one.

compensate

A. If the company refuses to you, you can take your complaint to court.

B. She received from the government for the damage caused to her property.
C. Workers are given a day off when a national holiday falls on a weekend.

D. People are entitled to be whenever they are injured by others’ carelessness.



