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THE TRAINING OF AN ARCHITECT

Henry Jorson Huang

Before | begin my talk on “The training of an architect” | would like to say a few
words on what architecture is, as it is generally understood. it is by understanding
what architecture is that we can begin to train for it.

The definition of architecture is very evasive. Each age, each period in time has her
own definition. When one chooses a definition, it can only mean that this particular
definition appeals to one more than the others. | would quote Sir Thomas Jackson’s
definition in his book on architecture. It says that “architecture does not consist in
beautifying buildings; on the contrary it should consist in building beautifully”, which
is quite another thing altogether.

I the job of an architect is to beautify buildings he would only have to be trained like
any other artist. An artist whose function would be to decorate a building not put up
by himself, but by another builder. This means that the technique of building would
be detached from the art of building. That is obviously not enough.

The definition of architecture as “building beautifully” as it was described, would
be a relatively simple thing to train for. In that case the architect’s interest should be
the combination of building's aesthetic and the technique, which may sound more
extensive; nevertheless it is still an isolated idea. as we shall see later on,

So we see during the course of the last generation architecture degenerated into
mere decoration. It became weak as it was sentimental, in which the art of building
became synonymous with the careful concealment of truth and beauty on structures.
The real proportion, strength, and balance of a building may be completely hidden



