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Purifying Mind with Chinese Buddhist Art

In richly cultured society. in addition to traditional festivals, religious artifacts also reflect various facets
of human activities. Among different religions, Buddhism has had a greater influence on the Chinese, as it
has been long assimilating into the Chinese culture. During the Eastern Han Dynasty (A.D.25-220),
Buddhism was introduced to China from India, and since then it has grown with the Chinese to become a
common Chinese belief. Along with the growth of Chinese Buddhism is the development of Chinese
Buddhist art, which uses vivid expressions to impart Buddhist philosophy and wisdom, and it is very

much worth appreciating in detail.

Looking into Taiwan's pioneer history, religion always played an important stabilizing role in
maintaining society s functions. Even today the issue of religion can generate the best societal outcome is
important. Cultural vitality symbolizes a country's power and reputation and it is critical for authorities to
preserve their cultural heritage. The National Museum of History has held several well-received Buddhist
art exhibitions, which showed noteworthy collections from all over the world. These exhibitions drew

attention to the richness of Buddhist art and have encouraged more in-depth research on the subject.

Chia-Yi County offers unique aspects of nature and culture that reflect local life and active cultural affairs
that others have grown to appreciate. More direct and down to earth, Chia-Yi County residents have a
deep abiding respect for traditional heritage, for heaven and for the wisdoms of the ages. It has been three
years since the disastrous 921 earthquake, and the county government is still working hard to carry out the
rebuilding of our county. On this three-year anniversary of the 921 earthquake, we hope to bring stability
and calm through the exhibition Meditation on Beauty—the Chinese Buddhist Art, organized by the
National Museum of History and shown in the Mei-lin Art Gallery here in Chia-Yi County. We sincerely
hope these masterpieces of Buddhist sculptures and paintings can help purify uneasy minds and

encourage people to persevere on going.

Chen Ming-wen
Magistrate of Chia-Yi County
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Preface

Buddhism was introduced into China from India and Central Asia during the Eastern Han Dynasty
(A.D.25-220). Through time. Buddhism developed its uniquely Chinese flavor, and as an offspring,
Chinese Buddhist art. This art reflects both its religion and philosophy. as well as the wisdom of life. The
art of Buddhist carvings and wall paintings cross boundaries of time and space, and even nowadays they

are still impressive and fascinating.

Buddhism spread across China. creating a great variety of Buddhist art, each reflecting the various
religions as well as the places where it flourished. The amount of art that Buddhism inspired is staggering,
as is pointed out by several recent exhibitions in northern Taiwan alone. For example, in 1996 the
National Museum of History held an exhibition. Lost Empire of Silk Road: Buddhist Art from Khara
Khoto, which exhibits were loaned from the State Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg to reveal the
secretive Xixia Buddhism to the public and showed a rare two-headed Buddha sculpture of the thirteenth
century: in 1997 the National Palace Museum held an exhibition, Religious Sculpture from Private
Collections; in the same year the National Museum of History held a series of the splendor of Buddhist
statuaries exhibitions: Chinese Buddhist Wooden Sculpture from Sung and Yuan Dynasties (A.D.960-1368)
and Buddhist Stone Carvings from the Northern Dynasties (A.D.386-581). The public still remembers
vividly those successful exhibitions. Of course there are many excellent Buddhist art that have not been

seen in public remain on hands of private collectors, which only tell how richness the Buddhist art is.

This exhibition, Meditation on Beauty—Chinese Buddhist Art. is a collaboration between the National
Museum of History, the Chia-Yi County Government, and the Cultural Affairs Bureau of Chiayi County.
The exhibition is being held in the Mei-lin Art Gallery, with 74 pieces being presented. including
Buddhist paintings and Buddhist sculptures of different media such as stone, wood and metals glided with
gold. The exhibits are from the permanent collection of the National Museum of History, the Aurora

Foundation and many generous private collectors who are willing to share their treasures with the public.

When we are able to have luxurious materials in our lives. our minds cannot really be settled. We may feel
our society is full of chaos, and no one is happy or satisfied. Chinese Buddhist art is as a clear stream that
brings calmness into an uneasy life. and each Buddhist sculpture radiates its aura of wisdom and kindness

that leads us into the beauty and clarity of life.

Dr. Kuang-nan Huang

Director of the National Museum of History
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