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Preface to the Revised Edition of 1948

The present work is designed primarily for use as a text for the
systematic instructions of adults in orthodox Japanese. It is divided
into eight volumes, plus a romanized primer for the training of basic
spoken Japanese.

The purpose of Book One is to present materials of spoken Japanese
in vocabulary, sentence structure, and conversational forms. It gives
Hiragana, Katakana syllabaries and 300 Kanji

The object of Book Two is to provide basic materials for more
advanced spoken Japanese. 350 new Kanji are introduced in Book
Two.

On the whole, Book Three swings more and more away from every-
day speech toward the written colloquial style. In this 350 new
Kanji are introduced.

Books Four and Five are devoted chiefly to written colloquial style
which is necessary for reading newspapers and periodicals, and each
contains 350 new Kanji

Book Six provides practice in the contemporary literary style
together with a more advanced colloquial style, and introduces 350
new Kanji.

Book Seven provides practice in the epistolary style and introduces
more advanced colloquial style. 350 new Kanji are given in this
volume. '

Book Eight offers an introduction to the elementary Chinese classics
and furnishes practice in a more advanced colloquial style as well as
simple classical reading materials. 200 new Kanji are presented.

All ®“ Kanji for educational use” are presented in Books One to
Four and those for general use in Books One to Six.

“Modern Kana Usage” is followed in Books One and Two; in
Book Three and succeeding volumes the classical system is employed.



But, where material from newspapers and periodicals which follows
Modern Kana Usage is used, it is left unaltered, with notes to that
effect inserted under the titles. * Kana Usage for Chinese On Sounds”
conforms to the modern usage throughout the entire work.

In Books One to Five the simplified Kanji forms as given in the
newly-prescribed list of Kanji forms have been used, with the old
dictionary forms shown in parentheses. From Book Six on, however,
the dictionary form predominates, followed in parentheses by the
simplified forms, if any.

The Kana usage, punctuation and other details of orthography
generally conform to the former national textbooks.

The selection and arrangement of contents has avoided undue stress
on literary works, attempting instead to give the student a well-
rounded command of the Japanese language by fostering ability to
read a wide variety of materials.

The series contains selections from the pens of a great many writers.
In view of the nature of the work, major or minor changes in
vocabulary, style, Kanji, etc. were inevitable. Where drastic modifica-
tions have been necessary, the original authors’ names have been
purposely withheld to spare them annoyance. The author wishes to
record here his profound gratitude to these writers, without whom
the present work would have been impossible.

The Author
November, 1948
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Preface to the Second Revised Edition

Sixteen years have elapsed since the publication of the post-war
revised edition of 1948. During these years many changes have
taken place in the language itself as well as in the facts mentioned
in the contents. This is the reason for my having spent the past
few vears in preparing this 2nd revised edition.

The 2nd revised edition comprises Book One to Book Five inclusive,
but not Book Six upwards, which give introductions to literary style,
epistolary style and classics. Strictly speaking, the cld revised edition
comprises eight volumes and the 2nd revised edition five. Due con-
sideration has, however, been made for the smooth transition from
the new Book Five to the old Book Six, so that little inconvenience
will, it is hoped, be felt by those who undertake to study Book Six.

Noteworthy points in the new edition are as follows:

1. Information has been brought up to date and the results of
recent research and statistics have been duly taken into account.
2. TIn selecting vocabulary and structure priority has been given to
those in actual use, but critical examination has been exercised in

the selection.

3. The current prescribed Kana Usage (Okurigana Hd} has been
followed in the use of Kana.

4. The Modern Kana Usage (Gendai Kanazukai) is chiefly followed
with the exception of novels and dramas in Book Three upwards
which are written in the Classical Kana Usage (Rekishiteki Kana-
zulai).

5.  Some alterations in the order of presentation in Book One have
been made, chiefly from the viewpoint of teaching methodology.
There is no change in the number of Kanji presented in each

volume. In the first three volumes the order of presentation of Kanji

is unaltered, but in Books Four and Five there are some discrepancies.



The Kanji Books which accompany this work are limited to the first
three volumes. For Books Four and Five, Kanji Books are included
in the respective Word Baoks.

This work is accompanied by Word Books and Practice Books.
The Word Books provide the meanings of new words, noteworthy
points in grammar, etc. They are intended to help the student con-
centrate on studying the language itself by saving him or her the
time of consulting dictionaries. The Practice Books aim at providing
exercises on important points in each lesson. These exercises can be
done if the lesson is thoroughly mastered.

Should great difficulty be felt in working on these exercises more
review is desirable, because it is an indication that the lesson has not
been well digested.

In preparing this 2nd revised edition the author wishes to express
his gratitude to a great many people, especially to the instructors of
the Tokyo Schoo! of the Japanese Language who have gone through
each volume carefully and offered many valuable suggestions from
their many vears of teaching experience. All these criticisms and
suggestions have been incorporated in the revision.

The Author
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