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Foreword

It’s hard to define the divide between the Old Beijing and New Beijing, for the city is
still under reconstruction. To delimit by the demolition of Beijing’s city walls and gate
towers, the dividing line should be 1950s to 1960s; while by the large-scale reconstruc-
tion and disappearance of the ancient streets, hutongs and quadrangles, it should be
1980s. In a word, during no more than 50 years, the 800-year-nearly ancient capital of
Beijing starting from the Yuan Dynasty has made radical changes, and in the near future,
the Palace Museum, Beihai Park, Temple of Heaven, as well as those protected hutongs and
quadrangles, would be submerged in the sea of high buildings and become the decoration
of the modernized, opened and international metropolis. .

Yet, as a cultural concept, the Old Beijing could never be destroyed by the soil shifters.
To those who have lived in Beijing before 1950s, the city is their hometown. It is them
who witnessed, experienced and participated in the large-scaled reconstruction and
demolition of the city walls, hutongs and quadrangles. They keep changing their life-
style, concept of value, ideal and pursuit along with the changes of the city. Perhaps,
those people have strong feelings and retain the memories of the old Beijing, because
they spent their carefree childhoods, youth times full of hopes, passionate adolescences
as well as heavy-burdened middle ages there, and a certain period, a certain turn or a
certain starting point during their growth stages must be indissolubly linked with a cer-
tain hutong, a certain quadrangle or a certain scenic spot in old Beijing. That’s the his-
tory of humanity and the history forming and creating old Beijing’s culture.

Today, when facing the astonishing speed of Beijing’s renovations, the new built
Yongdingmen Gate Tower, the Huangchenggen Relics Park, the ruins of the Ming and Qing
city wall and the Relics Park of Dadu (Great Capial) of the Yuan Dynasty, we are all thinking
what the capital of the Chinese nation having 5,000-year civilization history looks like.

It was said that, in 1950s, Mr. Liang Sicheng suggested protecting the original and
integrated cultural relics’ characteristics of old Beijing to the government and offered
the plan, while the answer to him was “The setting sun is unrivalled in its splendor, but
is close upon gloaming”. Time flies. After half of a century, we have to recall the old
Beijing after gloaming.

Our aims to compile this album are to evoke older generation of Beijingers’ sympa-
thies and bring back them gentle but sealed memaories. We hope the readers could know
the value of old Beijing as a world-renowned city of historical and cultural magnificence,
approach more scientific outlook on development, and build up a fine and new Beijing.
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A Spiritual Tour of the 800-Year Capital:

The Beijing maps of different periods on your right hand
give us a feeling of untruthfulness because they have so many
things in common. If we turn them into three-dimensional
models, more interesting thing would happen. As a matter of
fact, if we read the map patiently, conduct on-the-spot
investigation, or look up from the historical documents, we
will find that the modern Beijing has many vestiges of history,
tangible or intangible. The most famous building of the Liao
Dynasty is the pagoda in the Tianningsi; while Huichengmen
(Gate of Assembling Successes) and Lizegiao are the place
names date back to the Jin Dynasty; much more Yuan struc-
tures are well preserved in Beijing now including the Zhuanta
Hutong, Liulansu Hutong, Baitasi and new-completed banding
park: the Relics Park of Dadu of the Yuan Dynasty; let alone
those of the Ming and Qing, because the basic layout at that
time has never been radically changed at all.

Beijing, as a city having a history of more than 3,000 years
and having functioned as capital for more than 800 years, has
experienced many vicissitudes and hardships. Do we think
the site of our residence was a busy market in history? Do we
think the streets on our way to work were treaded by Mongo-
lian cavalry, guards of Jinyiwei (literally, Brocade Guards) of
the Ming Dynasty or the soldiers of Eight-Banner of the Qing
Dynasty? Do we think we are standing on the former battle-
field when we go for a stroll with lovers...

Beijing in History

History should bring us much consideration than
memories. After 200 years, we ourselves become the history,
so dose the present-day Beijing. In that case, what should we
give to our offspring?

Beijing’s history as a national capital dates back to 800
years ago during the Liao and Jin dynasties. Yet, its history as
a city started from 1045 B.C.. When the King Wu of the Zhou
Dynasty defeated the King Zhou of the Shang Dynasty and
brought Shang to the end, he enfeoffed Prince Zhao to the
region of Yan. King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty also enfeoffed
King Yao's descendant to the Jicheng, or City of Ji, which is
located around the present Guang'anmen (Gate of Extensive
Peace) in Xuanwu District. During the mid-Spring and Autumn
Period, Jicheng was seized by the State of Yan and then had
served as the capital of the state.

In 221 B.C., Emperor Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of
the Qin Dynasty and in Chinese history, established a unified
centralized state. The Kingdom of Yan ceased to exist and
Jicheng became an ordinary prefectural town named
Guangyang. Thereafter, it was known as Youzhou until 938,
when Shi Jingtang, the emperor of the Later Jin Dynasty,
offered 16 prefectures to Khitan, a nomadic tribe in the north-
east China. Then, Khitan established the Liao Dynasty, made
the original Jicheng the secondary capital of the dynasty and
renamed it Nanjing (Southern Capital, also known as Yanjing).
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Sketch map of Zhongdu of the Jin
Dynasty (during the reign periods
of Dading and Zhenyou, i.e. from
1160 to 1215)

The Nanjing of the Liao Dynasty is located southwest of
today’s Beijing City. In 1122, the Liao Dynasty was succeeded
by the Jin Dynasty, which was established by Jerchen, another
tribe in the northeast. King Hailing, the Jin ruler, moved the
capital to Nanjing in 1153. Then Nanjing was made the capital
of the Jin with the new name Zhongdu (Middle Capital). The
beautiful and imposing capital was constructed on basis of
Nanjing, including royal palaces and gardens, commercial zones,
as well as fangs (residential areas). Unfortunately, the city was
burnt to the ground when Mongolian cavalries captured it.

As time went on, the capital of the Liao and Jin had
disappeared already along with the history and changes of the
city. But today some historical remains of the two dynasties

still can be found in Beijing. The most famous is the pagoda
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in the Tianningsi (Temple of Heavenly Peace) located on
Guang’anmenwai Street in Xuanwu District, which was erected
in the Liao Dynasty. Today’s Zhongshan Park was built on the
former site of Xingguosi (Temple of National Prosperity) of
the Liao Dynasty. Although no traces of the old buildings
remain, the ancient cypresses planted inside the temple serve
as a reminder of those days.

The area around Beihai (North Lake) Park and Tuancheng
(Circular City) was located in the northeast suburbs of the
Zhongdu of the Jin Dynasty. The Daninggong (Palace of Great
Peace) there, one of imperial abodes outside the capital of the
rﬁlers, was preserved well, perhaps because it was a litter far
away from the battlefield. There was still an ancient pine tree

on the Tuancheng said to be planted in the Jin Dynasty.

J & N shT 4 3R i
Relics of Earth City of the Liao and
Jin dynasties outside Guang'anmen
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Dadu of the Yuan Dynasty
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The construction of Dadu (Great Capital) of the Yuan Dynasty started in 1267, and it was
not completed until 1283. The square city covered an area of 50 square kilometers. The eastern
and western city walls were rebuilt during the later Ming and Qing, but the ruler of the successive
dynasties kept their original locations. However, the northern section was moved 5 /i (/i being a
Chinese measure of distance roughly equal to 500 meters) northward. The southern section of the
city wall was located roughly along today’s Chang’an (Eternal Peace) Boulevard and has three

entrances into the city, the central one being called Lizhengmen (Gate of Beauty and Righteousness).
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Wengcheng of the Guangximen,
relics of Dadu .
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The northern section of the city wall had two gates, Anzhenmen (Gate of Peace and Allegiance)
and Jiandemen (Gate of Health and Virtue), both names are used even now.

Slightly to the north of the Forbidden City is the Palace City of the Yuan Dynasty. Cen-
tered by the Qionghuadao (Jade-Flowery Islet), it was located at the eastern bank of Taiyechi
(Celestial Pool). Orderly laid out, the capital had straight avenues intersecting each other, as
well as many streets and hutongs. Because of the limited water supply in Dadu, Kublai commis-
sioned the famous hydraulic expert Guo Shoujing to solve this problem. Guo planed and de-
signed the water-transferring project from the Yuquan (Jade Spring) Hill to the Grand Canal,
and restarted the project for harnessing water for navigation on the Tonghui River. These projects
not only solved the problem of material transportation and water for living use for the capital,
but also created a new stage of the economic and cultural exchanges between the south and the
north, because the newly-renovated canal facilitated the grain ships and cargo ships to arrive at
the Jishuitan (Water-Gathered Pool) Lake directly. The Dadu, capital of the great empire Yuan,
was the nation's political and commercial center, as well as a famous commercial metropolis in
the world at the time.

Today we still can see some Yuan construction-buildings in Beijing. For instance, the
Baitasi (White Dagoba Temple) built in 1271, the 8th year of Yuan Emperor Zhiyuan’s reign

and the Beijing Ancient Observatory initially built by Guo Shoujing.
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After Zhu Yuanzhang overthrew the Yuan Dynasty and
established the Ming Dynasty, he dispatched Xu Da, a famous
Ming general, to rebuild the Beijing City. First he changed the
size of the city wall by moving the Yuan northern city wall
much further (5 /) to the south. Then the north gates in the
eastern and western city walls were demolished, but two city
gates, Deshengmen (Gate of Virtue and Victory) and Anding-
men (Gate of Peace and Stability), were added into the northern
wall. And what’s more, the southern city wall was shifted about
500 meters to the south, along today’s Qiansanmen (Front

Three Gates) Street. The outer city wall was added after over
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Sketch map of Beijing during Ming and
Qing dynasties

100 years, but because of the financial problems only the
southern suburbs were enclosed. Thus, Beijing became a
“double town” with a square “inner city” inside yet an oblong
“outer city” only to the south, like a cap.

When the Ming Emperor Chengzu, or Yongle made
Beijing the capital of the dynasty, he had the royal palace of
the Yuan emperors’ demolished, and then built a new palace,
the Forbidden City, for himself. This new palace complex is
located about 400 to 500 meters south to the former one.

The layout of Beijing City took shape, being almost un-
changed during the 500 years after that. Up to now, although

Beijing has become much larger in territory, and her speed of

development is astonishing which brings about changes day by
day, we could see clearly the imprint of the “cap” on the map.

Today what we talk about much of the Beijing’s history are
the place names, people and things of the Ming and Qing dynasties.
The City of Beijing had kept her basic layout and structure even
though she experienced several disastrous wars. The stretching
city walls, the magnificent Forbidden City, the wonderful Temple
of Heaven, the graceful Beihai Park, and numerous famous his-
torical sites which possess great aesthetic and cultural values, as
well as ancient streets, hutongs and quadrangles — all these have
formed the essence of Beijing’s history and culture, additionally

showcase the uniqueness and the charm of Beijing.
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To Visit the Vanished City:
The City Gates, City Walls and Moat of Old Beijing

The Chinese nation has created splendid and venerated
cultures, and no matter by which order — ancient cultural coun-
try or world miracle — China ranks among the best. But we
should admit bravely at the same time that many civilized and
cultural remains were destroyed with our own hands. What-
ever the reasons are, the lost historical relics could not be
found back for ever, which is an irreparable loss to the futurity
and even human civilization.

The city wall and moat of old Beijing have a history of
nearly 600 years, dating back to the Ming Dynasty. With the
exception of the section from Dongbianmen (Eastern Infor-
mal Gate) to Chongwenmen (Gate of Exalted Literature),
nearly all city walls disappeared. Among the 16 former city
gates, nine for the Inner City while seven for the Outer, only
Qianmen (Front Gate) has managed to survive the vicissi-
tudes of physical and social change that have transformed
most of the capital. Furthermore, there are merely three
embrasured watchtowers: Qianmen, Deshengmen and south-
eastern corner of the Inner City, are preserved; and half of the
moat was transformed into an underground river.

All that remain are names to mark the spots, such as

Qianmen, Chongwenmen, Chaoyangmen, Dongzhimen,
Andingmen, Deshengmen, Xizhimen, Fuchengmen,
Xuanwumen, Yongdingmen, Guangqumen, Guang'anmen,
Dongbianmen, Xibianmen, Zuoanmen and Youanmen. Al-
though the former buildings themselves are gone, we could
easily find our bearings just by these familiar names.

Despite Beijing lost the city walls and gates, its basic
layout, as a kind of culture, has been influencing the way of
life and mode of thinking of Beijingers, just as the past also
influences them. It is a component part of Beijing's magnificent,
upright and tolerant culture as an imperial capital, a mental
heritage, as well as the backing for the local culture.

Maybe the disappearance of the city walls and gates sym-
bolizes Beijing's much extent of opening and modernization,
but their humanities values become increasingly missing by
people. When they were there, perhaps we thought they were
old, shabby and in the way; however, when they were lost or
damaged, we begin to pay much attention to them. We hope
that the rise and fall of them could warn us and the later
generations, and arouse our enthusiasm for the caring and
protecting the cultural relics.
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The most famous city-gate of Beijing is Qianmen (Front

Gate), which probably owned to the Dagianmen (Great Front

Gate)-brand cigarette. The older generation of Beijingers would
remember clearly the cigarette case with the print of
embrasured watchtower of Qianmen. As a matter of fact, the
real Daqianmen refers to Zhengyangmen (South-Facing Gate),
the embrasured watchtower only being a part of Qianmen.
Generally speaking, Beijing’s city-gate should include the main
gate (usually with a gate tower), embrasured watchtower and
a wengcheng (urn wall) which is a semi-circular curtain-wall
flanked by Zhalous (sluice towers) connect to the main city
wall.

The Qianmen was first built during the early of Ming
ynasty, then the embrasured watchtower was rebuilt several
mes in 1610, 1780 and 1849 because of fire damages. In
0, the 26th year of Qing Emperor Guangxu’s reign, the Eight-

'ower Allied Forces destroyed the gate tower and embrasured
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North side of Zhengyangmen before its reconstruction in 1915
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Embrasured watchtower of Zhengyangmen in 1939
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watchtower. The Zhengyangmen then was rebuilt in 1903, but
the wengcheng and its flanking Zhalous were demolished in
1915.

The Zhengyangmen was the main entrance to the capital
in the past. The central gate was used exclusively by the
emperor. During the Qing Dynasty, when the emperor made
imperial inspection tours or went to the Temple of Heaven
and Xian-nongtan (Altar of Creator of Agriculture) for wor-
shipping ceremonies, he would go out through this gate. Just
because of its political function, the older generation of

Beijingers took it as the symbol of Beijing.
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Eastern Zhalou of Zhengyangmen
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A panoramic view of south side of Zhengyangmen. The photo should be taken in 1916 after its renovation. At
the time, two doorway were opened in each of east and west sides of the gate. Near the gate tower were
Guandimiao (Temple of Lord Guan) and Guanyinmiao (Avalokitesvara’s Temple). The statue of Lord Guan in
Guandimiao was the Ming remains. The temple once housed three treasures: three broadswords weighting
400 /in (jinbeing a Chinese measure of weight roughly equal to 0.5 kilogram), 120 jinand 80 /in respectively;
painting of Lord Guan said to be works of Wu Daozi, the greatest Chinese painter of the Tang Dynasty; and a
white jade horse. The latter two had been lost during the end of Qing Dynasty and early of the Republic of
China. The two temples were demolished during the Cultural Revolution.
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Embrasured watchtower of Zhengyangmen after wars
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