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Unit1 On Music

Unit Objectives

To help students enlarge their vocabulary about music;
To get students familiar with different styles of music;
To encourage students to discuss different types of music;

To engage students in a series of tasks that will enable them to express

their views and feelings about music.
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fB Lead-in
1. Guess what the movie High School Musical is about.
2. Watch the movie online before you go to class and sum up the plot.

Ml Reading Passages

Passage A

Different Types of Music Artists

In modern music, people are always trying to classify the performers. If you sing
catchy, radio-friendly music, you are categorized as pop. If you have more rebellious
themes, you are rock or punk. But it is quite difficult to classify musicians in this way.
Artists are constantly changing styles from album to album or sometimes within one CD.
Because of this, fans often say their favorite artist has “sold out” and is just trying to fit into
the current trend. However, just because your music is played on the radio does not mean
you have “sold out”. Another way to classify artists is by how they sing. ] mean there are

divas, singers, performers, songwriters, bands/groups and a lot more. Let’s take a look.

The divas

In music, there have always been those few singers who have five-octave ranges
or incredibly powerful voices. But not all powerful singers are divas. Divas are usually
female singers with great vocal talent such as Celine Dion, Whitney Houston, Mariah
Carey or Aretha Franklin. They often sing a variety of styles and many of them stick to
R & B and soul. Whitney Houston in particular tends to stick to ballads that showcase
her vocal ability. Mariah Carey was always more willing to experiment with styles. She
had ballads which showcase her range and upbeat songs to fit in with the pop crowd. In
general, many of the divas have changed to the pop crowd. Celine Dion used to sing in
French. Then she switched to English, and then movie theme songs and pop songs. So,

divas are generally female singers with powerful voices and amazing ranges.

The singers

In modern music, most people classify nearly all artists as singers. In this case, there
is a little difference. “Singers” are the current artists who have often powerful voices or
otherwise, they have range or a pleasant voice. For example, Christina Aguilera on her

new album can be considered a singer. She has an amazingly powerful voice and she can
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Unit1 On Music

sing a variety of styles well. The same goes for Kelly Clarkson. When I say singers have
pleasant voices, I mean they can sing in a pleasing manner without the help of computer.
Examples of this would be Monica Brown and Brandy Norwood. Both of these girls can

sing well without oversinging.

The performers

This is a somewhat controversial category since people often tend to want to put
these artists with the singers. Most of these artists have marginal singing talent but get by
more on their looks, dancing ability or popularity. Some of the most popular of these are
Britney Spears, Hilary Duff and Jennifer Lopez. These women have average voices at best
but get by on their looks, dances and writers/producers. Often, the performers have also
tried acting, as Britney, Hilary and Jennifer all have. Their albums make nice, fun music
but are not complex. This is not necessarily bad. Jenifer and Britney have givep us a large
amount of fun pop/dance songs and Hilary, whose singing career is just beginning, has
already given us a few decent singles. Typically, these singers are successful because their

songs are entertaining but not overly deep.

The songwriters

This is also a pretty tough category since most songwriters do not have overly successful
solo careers. They usually just write songs for other artists. However, there have been a few
successful songwriters. Now, when I say songwriter, I mean an artist who sings and writes
their own music as well as plays an instrument or some combination of the three. Some
songwriters include Alicia Keys, Michelle Branch and Vanessa Carlton. Songwriters tend to
have average or better voices but it is their lyrics and/or instrumental talent that stand out.
Alicia and Vanessa both write and sing their own music and play the piano. Michelle does
the same except that she plays guitar. This type of artist is often overlooked or underrated
since they are not recognized for their skills. People expect them to have amazing vocal
ability when it is their writing skills that shine. They often play a variety of styles of music.

The bands/groups

This is probably one of the easiest categories. A band/group is simply two or more
artists who sing/perform together. Often, there is a lead singer, various ir{strumentalists
such as guitarists and drummers and océasionally another singer. Or, it could be an all
vocal group such as the Spice Girls. There tend to be two types of bands/groups, rock
and pop. Pop groups include boy bands, girl bands and sometimes a combination such

as S Club. Rock groups tend to have the lead singer and instrumentalist approach such
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as Linkin Park. Pop groups usually end up
the same way. One singer decides to leave
for a solo career, leaving the others to either
replace them or remain without them. There
are also a few R & B groups such as TLC,
Destiny’s Child and 3LW. One notable group

is Evanescence. They provide stunning vocals

and well-thought-out lyrics. In general, groups
provide one type of music. Some people do not find them very creative but remember, you
have to combine the talents of several people.

In conclusion, there are more ways to categorize artists than by the style of music
they sing. It can be much easier to classify them by the way in which they write or perform
their music. All of these categories can be equally entertaining and talented in different
ways. The performers may not have the vocal talent of the divas and singers but they do
provide us with entertaining dance songs. Of course, every group has its less talented
singers but everyone has his own style of performing and his own style to listen to. And on
a final note before I end this rambling, most artists tend to be categorized into genres such

as punk or pop by their appearances, which is generally not accurate.

P New Words

catchy /'ket [i/ adj. easily remembered 2 5
R

e.g. She wrote a song with a catchy tune.
rebellious /r1'beljas/ adj. prone to or participating
in a rebellion 3 2, fiﬁlﬂ‘]; &0 )

[ [A] ] defiant, disobedient

e.g. He’s a child with a rebellious temper.
diva /'divo/ n. a famous female singer HiAX
HISCHRIE K

octave /'Dkt1v/ n. a musical interval of eight
tones /\ JEF BT

e.g. Can you span an octave on the piano?

ballad /'bzlod/ n. a simple song, especially
about love K, #Ki%, 1HK

[ [A] ] ditty, song, poem

showcase /'[oukers/ v. show someone or
something to the public in a favorable way &
™ (ER)

[ [&] ] show, display

e.g. The part minimizes her acting ability, but
showcases her singing.

controversial / kontra'v3a:[sl/ adj. causing a
lot of disagreement 4 4+ [

[ [l ] disputable, questionable, unsettled

e.g. He is a controversial politician.

marginal /'ma:d3inal/ adj. barely acceptable

RSRAARHY

e.g. marginal writing ability



decent /'diisont/ adj. good enough RESHY,
B

[ [7] ] adequate

e.g. He earns a decent living.

overly /'auvali/ adv. very much i EEHE, )
FEHy

e.g. Sometimes you are overly frank.

solo /'soulou/ adj. done alone without anyone
else helping you J#t 5 Y, EAMlAY

e.g. asolo effort

lyric /'lir1k/ #. the words of a song #X i

e.g. I prefer music that has great lyrics.
underrate /,ando'rert/ vi. evaluate as being

too low &4, B

" P Reading Comprehension

Unit1

[ 8] ] underestimate

e.g. 1 fear that I underrated the difficulty of
the task.

stunning /'staniy/ adj. very impressive or
beautiful JEFH WG| AH, HEFH

[ [F] ] attractive, brilliant, gorgeous

e.g. What a stunning work of art!

ramble /'rembal/ v. talk for a long time in a
confused way &R .

e.2. I would have taken the time to listen to
my grandfather ramble about his youth.
accurate /'&kjurat/ adj. free from error,

correct in every detail ¥5H0, RN

[ [d] ] precise, correct, exact

Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F).

1. It is difficult to classify musicians because they often change their styles.

2. The author classifies musicians by what they sing.

3. Some singers are typed to divas for their popularity.

4. Divas are often willing to experiment with different styles.

5. Performers usually sing poorly and only rely on their looks to win the audience.

6. It is necessary for a band to have guitarists.

7. Artists can be categorized into genres such as punk or pop by their appearances.

P Word Match

Match the following words with their definitions within each group of five words.

catchy disputable

categorize easily remembered
diva classify

showcase a famous female singer
controversial show the good qualities

On Music
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accurate continue talking or writing in a desultory manner
ramble too or very much

stunning right

Iyric the words of a song

overly gorgeous

decent done alone without anyone else helping you

solo underestimate

underrate barely within a low standard

rebellious prone to or participating in a rebellion

marginal good enough

P sentence Completion

Complete the sentences by using the proper words above in the Word Match. Change

their forms if necessary.

1. Those teenagers are hard to control.

2. When the pop decides to hold the concert at the city, Mary becomes her
assistant.

3. Donot the difficulty of carrying out this plan.

4. The next act will be a piano

5. The of the song written by Clair is much favored by young people.

6. A skilled mechanic earns a wage and he can easily feed the whole family.

7. His pronunciation is not , though the teacher has taught him several times.

PassageB

> Pre-reading Activity

Answer the questions before you read the passage.

L.
2

Do you like to listen to music while doing your homework? Why or why not?

In what way does music affect you? Explain.

Music and the Brain

“Music is so naturally united with us that we cannot be free from it even if we so

desired.”

—Boethius
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‘Music’s interconnection with society can be seen
throughout history. Every known culture on the Earth
has music. Music seems to be one of the basic actions of
humans.

The influence of music on society can be clearly
seen from modern history. Music helped Thomas

Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence. When

he could not figure out the right wording for a certain
part, he would play his violin to help him. The music helped him get the words from his
brain onto the paper. |

Albert Einstein is recognized as one of the smartest men who has ever lived. But
when he was young he did extremely poorly in school. His grade school teachers told
his parents to take him out of school because he was “too stupid to learn”. The school
suggested that his parents get him an easy, manual labor job as soon as they could. His
mother did not think that Albert was “stupid”. Instead of following the school’s advice,
Albert’s parents bought him a violin. Albert became good at the violin. Einstein himself
says that the reason he was so smart is that he played the violin. He loved the music of
Mozart and Bach the most.

Bodily responses to music

In general, responses to music are able to be observed. It has been proven that
music influences humans both in good and bad ways. These effects are instant and long
lasting. Music is thought to link all of the emotional, spiritual and physical elements of
the universe. Music can also be used to change a person’s mood, and has been found to
cause like physical responses in many people simultaneously. Music also has the ability to
strengthen or weaken emotions from a particular event such as a funeral.

Rhythm is an important aspect of music to study when looking at responses to music.
There are two responses to rhythm. These responses are hard to separate because they are
related, and one of these responses cannot exist without the other. These responses are the
actual hearing of the rhythm and the physical response to the rhythm. Rhythm organizes
physical movements and is very much related to the human body. For example, the body
contains rhythms in the heartbeat, while walking, during breathing, etc. Another example
of how rhythm orders movement is an autistic boy who could not tie his shoes. He learned
how on the second try when the task of tying his shoes was put to a song. The rhythm
helped organize his physical movements in time.
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Responses to music are easy to be detected in the human body. Classical music from
the baroque period causes the heartbeat and pulse rate to relax to the beat of the music.
As the body becomes relaxed and alert, the mind is able to concentrate more easily.
Furthermore, baroque music decreases blood pressure and enhances the ébility to learn.
Music affects the frequency of brain waves. Music also affects breathing rate and electrical

resistance of the skin.

The power of music on memory and learning

The power of music to affect memory is quite intriguing. Mozart’s music and baroque
music, with a 60 beats per minute beat pattern, activate the left and right brain. The
simultaneous left and right brain action maximizes learning and retention of information.
The information being studied activates the left brain while the music activates the
right brain. Also, activities which engage both sides of the brain at the same time, such
as playing an instrument or singing, causes the brain to be more capable of processing
information.

In 1982, researchers from the University of North Texas performed a three-way test
on postgraduate students to see if music could help in memorizing vocabulary words. The
students were divided into three groups. Each group was given three tests—a pretest, a
posttest, and a test a week after the first two tests. All of the tests were identical. Group
one was to read the words with Handel’s Water Music in the background. They were also
asked to imagine the words. Group two was to read the same words also with Handel’s
Water Music in the background. Group two was not asked to imagine the words. Group
three was only asked to read the words, not given any background music, and also not
asked to imagine the words. The results from the first two tests showed that groups one
and two had much better scores than group three. The results from the third test, a week
later, showed that group one performed much better than groups two or three. Background
music in itself is not a part of the learning process, but it does enter into memory along
with the information learned. Recall is better when the same music used for learning is
used during recall.

One simple way students can improve test scores is by listening to certain types of
music such as Mozart’s Sonata for Two Pianos in D Major before taking a test. This type

of music releases neurons in the brain which help the body to relax.

Conclusions

One cannot deny the power of music. High school students who study music have
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higher grade point averages than those who don’t. The top three schools in America all

place a great emphasis on music and the arts. The top engineers from Silicon Valley are

all musicians. Napoleon understood the enormous power of music. He summed it up by

saying, “Give me control over he who shapes the music of a nation, and I care not who

makes the laws.”

P New Words

rhythm /'r1dom/ ». movement with a regular
pattern with a beat or accent that occurs at
fixed times 1722, B

[ [A] ] beat, tempo

autistic /o1'tistik/ adj. characteristic of or
suffering from autism JNJHUAE FY

e.z. But the researchers found that as men age,
their chances of fathering autistic children
increase.

baroque /ba'rpk/ adj. relating to the very
detailed style of art, building, or music that

was popular in Europe in the 17th and early

18th century & 7E 2

P Reading Comprehension

e.g. He has a lifelong fascination with baroque
music.

intriguing /in'trizgig/ adj. capable of arousing
interest or curiosity 26 A, 5[HE%ERRY)

[ [A] ] alluring, appealing, attractive

e.g. an intriguing smile

retention /ri'tenfon/ ». an ability to recall or
recognize what has been learned or experienced
(R V|

[ [d] ] memory, recollection

e.g. Remembering is the retention of experience.
neuron /'njuaron/ n. nerve cell #Z 4,
2T

Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T), false (F) or not mentioned (NM).

1. When Thomas Jefferson met difficulty in writing the Declaration of

Independence, he would listen to some music to relax.

2. As for Einstein, music helped him to become so smart.
3. The example of the autistic boy showed the effect of rhythm.

4. Baroque music can improve people’s concentration by exciting them.

5. Singing can improve people’s memory by engaging both sides of the brain at

the same time.

6. The study of the University of North Texas proved that music could improve

people’s logical thinking.

On Music
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7. The author suggests students listen to any types of music to improve their test

SCOreEs.

8. Napoleon must have been a music lover.

Culture Tips for Music

Vocabulary about music

acoustic guitar JRFE & 1th
melody #iE, Hef
music hall F KT
orchestra 5% R BA
military band % 5 B
music chart 3 FRHHTHS
debut album B %48
release I8 T A4T. #HEH
alternative rock JEFHIRE
country music % ¥ &
jazz band Bt RBA

folk rock RiEIRE

heavy metal E4/E
electronic music H, T3 5k

Useful Expressions

I enjoy listening to...
I’m crazy/mad about...
I’m interested in...

I’m a fan of...

I feel sick about...
I hate...

I don’t care for...

electric guitar B, & fth

chorus FIME, FI¥k

concert F R4

bandmaster (£ kBA. HERBAK) REAFRIE
conductor (JRBA. AMEBAKY) HHIE
platinum H&HE (Z0HEE—EHK)
debut single 7§33l

DJ (disc jockey) (FREH)) FHRERA
blues W51H, HEHT

disco £l

rap MBS

hip-hop I 5k

fusion & & K

What you may say when you express your likes:

What you may say when you express your dislikes:
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I’m disgusted with...
I’m unable to stand/bear. ..

I’m tired of...

What you may say when you ask for other’s opinion:
Do you feel like...?
What do you think of...?
I’d be interested to know...
Do you (really) think that...?
Would you prefer... or...?

What you may say when you express your opinion:
I (really) feel/don’t feel that...
In my opinion/view...
The way I see things...
I personally think (that)...
It seems to me that...

Well, if you ask me...

8 Oral Tasks and Class Activities

In this part, you're going to work at the tasks assigned. Your answers and performance
* should be prepared and your participation in class activities should be based on the

previous reading in the textbook and online resources before you come to class.

Task1 Movie-Related Discussion
1. Work in pairs or groups and discuss the plot of the movie High School Musical.

2. Share your ideas about the movie with the class.

Task2 Presentation
1. Introduce a singer or a band to your classmates. Your presentation should include:

e the introduction of the singer/band
e the style of the singer/band
e the reason why you like the singer/band
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2. Search for information about the following styles of music.

blues folk ' rap
jazz hip-hop R&B

Task3 Questions for Discussion
Prepare for the class discussion based on the following questions.

What types of music do you like?

Who is your favorite singer?

When do you like to listen to music?

Do you think music can make you work faster and better?

Do you always listen to the songs of your favorite singers or try the latest hits?

N

What do you think of classical music like Beethoven’s or Mozart’s works?

Task4 Role-Play
Choose A, B, or Ciin the dialog and play the role.

This is a TV talk show. The hosts and the guest are talking about pop music.

Pop Music

A: Girls and boys, welcome to COOKIE—our TV talk show. We know there is a
hot campus band in our university now.

B: You mean The Dream, do you? | heard of them. They are so popular that you
can hear their songs all over the campus.

A: Yeah, furthermore their songs are all written by themselves. Their songs are
touching and record everyday life in their lyrics.

B: Really? How cool! So | can understand why they have so many fans.

A: Today we have the honor of inviting the lead singer of The Dream. Let'’s
welcome Gump.

C: Morning, girls and boys. Glad to attend COOKIE to exchange our views about
pop.

A,B:  Welcomel!
Gump, now lots of our classmates love your songs.

G Thank you!



