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Preface

Since it was observed over 100 years ago that people can identify a word more
quickly if they have recently heard a word with a related meaning (Cattell, 1888,
cited in Harley, 2001), priming methods have become one of the predominant
experimental paradigms used in psycholinguistic research. The term priming
refers to the phenomenon in which prior exposure to specific language

- forms or meanings either facilitates or interferes with a speaker’s subsequent
language processing. Priming methods originated in first language (L1)
perception and production research, and began to be adopted in bilingual and
second language (L2) studies beginning in the early 1980s. With rising interest
in psycholinguistic approaches to L2 acquisition, there has been an increase
in the number of L2 studies that have adopted priming methods. However,
the L1 priming studies may be somewhat inaccessible for L2 researchers who
are unfamiliar with the theories, terminology, and experimental procedures
commonly reported in psycholinguistic research.

Our purpose in writing this text, therefore, was to help bridge the gap
between psycholinguistic studies that use experimental priming methods and L2
processing and acquisition research. The text provides a guide to the use, design,
and implementation of priming methods, and an overview of how to analyze
and report priming research. Through reference to the numerous L1 studies
that have used priming methods, this text summarizes key principles about
auditory, semantic, and syntactic priming and outlines issues for L2 researchers
to consider when designing priming studies. This text also features 1.2 studies
that have adopted these priming methods, illustrating how to apply experimental
techniques from psychology to L2 processing and acquisition research.

The text was designed for use by researchers who would like a com-
prehensive introduction to priming methods as well as by instructors who
teach courses in research methods, psycholinguistics, second language
acquisition or related subjects. Although priming methods are frequently
used in neuropsychological research to explore the neurobiological processes
associated with language tasks, in this text we do not specifically target
neuropsychology researchers as part of our intended audience. We have,
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