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The Art of Architecture @
Diverse and Cutting-Edge Architecture in Taiwan

Abstract

esidents of Taiwan have learned to simply live with the confused mix of often characterless buildings

sprawling across its urban and rural landscapes and the banks of flashing neon lights that line its city

streets. But at the same time, all this clutter and clamor reflect the vibrancy and diversity of Taiwan's
culture and the staunch pursuit of individual ideals by the people of this oceangoing nation. The architects fea-
tured in this volume also fully reflect, in themselves and in their work, the energy and the endless variety that are
the spirit of Taiwan. Most importantly, each has remained independent of changing fashions and has attempted,
through his or her individual efforts, to create order within the noisy multitude surrounding them.

As the fourth volume of the section The Art of Architecture, this volume introduces the most outstanding
architects of Taiwan, including H, Lu Li ,Yao Cheng Chung, Hu Syhr-Fong, Sun Te Hung, Kuo Chung Twn,
Huang Ming Wei, Rey Chen, C. David Tseng, Chang Chi Yi, Liu Yu Tung, and Hsieh Ying Chun, each of whom
are representatives of their times. These are architects who have dared to dream, to create a uniquely
Taiwanese style in a seemingly hopeless environment, and who have confronted head-on the challenges
bureaucracy imposes on the architectural profession, on regional culture, and on the environment. They are
also architects who dare to think, to work at instilling an appreciation for aesthetics, for materials, and for beauty
of form in a society where such appreciation is scarce, and they are self-reflective, too: in the confines of a soci-
ety once informed by the clash with Western values and capitalism and lacking the support of any true indige-
nous Taiwanese tradition, they have established, through their creations as well as through their restraint, a
Taiwanese perspective on architecture.

The profiles in this volume provide the reader with a survey of these strikingly individual personalities who
have resisted the blind pursuit of fashion and the phony intellectual authority of the bureaucratic system. We can
see them striving to throw off their restraints, to find a Taiwanese architectural identity, and to create a series of
admirable residential dwellings, apartment complexes, commercial structures and public buildings. Readers can
also become better acquainted with their work by absorbing the views of architectural critics of various eras.

These architects gain in stature by having taken on the challenges of Taiwanese architecture in the current
era. Though they are solitary figures, they are not lonely, but instead, as the Taiwanese society of today contin-
ues to grow toward maturity, the individual blazes they have ignited as a minority may provide the critical energy
needed for the transformation of their profession as a whole. Even more, as Taiwan grows closer to its larger
neighbor across the Taiwan Strait, their valuable experience in the Taiwanese architectural arena may become
one of its chief exports as their architectural influence spreads to China and they provide honest and practical

ideas for a society so overwhelmed by rapid growth and development that its people can hardly find the time to

catch their breath and reflect.
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