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Preface

An Art Chapter for the China-ASEAN Cooperation

By Li Jinzao

In the autumn of 2003, H.E. Wen Jiabao, Premier of China proposed at the 7" China-
ASEAN Summit that the China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) be annually held in Nanning,
Guangxi, China since 2004, which gained positive responses from the heads of state/government
of the 10 ASEAN countries and was written in the Chairmen Statement released afterwards.
Since then, an international trade event co-sponsored by the governments of China and the
10 ASEAN countries is staged in Nanning, a beautiful green city in southern China, in every
autumn,

10+1>11, a mathematical inequality, carries a message for the promising China-ASEAN
cooperation.

The rich outcomes of the CAEXPO show that this grand event has shaped a sound
platform for the friendly exchanges, business promotion and cooperation in various fields
between China and ASEAN, and played an important role in accelerating the China-ASEAN
Free Trade Area (CAFTA) construction and promoting bilateral exchanges in economy, politics
and culture.

The CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting & Calligraphy Art Exhibition, for the first time,
showcases the China-ASEAN exchanges and cooperation from an art angle. Thanks to the
brilliant artworks of the artists from China and the 10 ASEAN countries, the glorious history
of the CAEXPO has been translated into pieces of fine arts, which vividly embodies the fruitful
China-ASEAN cooperation and highlights the important role of the CAEXPO in promoting the
peaceful development within the China-ASEAN region and the world as a whole for win-win
results.

It is my sincere hope that the artists of China and the ASEAN countries may gain greater

achievements in this field.

The author, Mr. Li Jinzao, Member of the Standing Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Guangxi
Committee and the First Vice Governor of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, was also the Vice Co-chair and Secretary
General of the China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) Organizing Committee, Vice Co-chair and Secretary General of the China-
ASEAN Business & Investment Summit (CABIS) Organizing Committee from 2004 to 2008.
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Preface 2

Freehand Brushwork on Peaceful Development

By Huang Gesheng

As a painter, | always believe that art is the best way for expressing
human feelings. The sound platform of the CAEXPO is also a showcase
of art. Art shows the most treasurable sincerity of people, and this is why
we can touch the pure hearts of human beings and feel the real peace at the
CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting & Calligraphy Art Exhibition and in this
album.

I am so touched by the sincerity and passion of my art fellows of the

ASEAN countries and also proud for their achievements.

The author, Mr. Huang Gesheng, Vice Chairman of the CPPCC Guangxi Committee and Vice President

of China Artists Association
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Preface 3

Artistic Aspirations on Sincere Cooperation

By Zheng Junjian

Upon the conclusion of the 5" CAEXPO, the CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting &
Calligraphy Art Exhibition was held at the Nanning International Convention & Exhibition Center.
I have personally participated in and also organized many similar exhibitions before, but this Art
Exhibition is quite different, for it is not only an art exhibition showcasing the art achievements
of China and ASEAN, but also a vivid picture demonstrating the hardships and happiness of the
five previous CAEXPOs, and an art presentation on the connotations of the CAEXPO themes. |
believe this is the shared feeling of all the participants at this art exhibition.

Now, with the publishing of the album of the CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting &
Calligraphy Art Exhibition, more people may enjoy the masterpieces of Chinese and ASEAN
artists.

The CAEXPO is a long-term program that is annually held, and the art exchanges between
China and ASEAN have enriched the contents of the event. We hereby would like to extend our
sincere gratitude to all parties concerned who have granted support to our work, including the
Department of Commerce of Guangxi, the Department of Culture of Guangxi, China Artists
Association (Guangxi Branch), Chinese Calligraphers Association (Guangxi Branch), Guangxi
Yinglian (couplet) Association, Guangxi Beibu Gulf Painting & Calligraphy Institute, Guangxi
Culture Industry Association, and the consulates general and commercial office of the ASEAN
countries in Nanning, as well as painters and calligraphers from home and abroad.

Guangxi Zongheng Culture Development Co., Ltd. (as the planner and organizer), Nanning
Sanchao Art Production Co., Ltd. (as the contractor), and Guangxi Fine Arts Publishing House (as
the manufacturer of this album) have worked very hard for the success of the Art Exhibition and
the publishing of the album. I hereby would like to express my sincere respect for their fruitful

work.

The author, Mr. Zheng Junjian, Secretary General of the China-ASEAN Expo Secretariat and Vice President of Association

of Calligraphers of Guangxi
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In General

Innovation & Creation, the Art of Largeness

In fact, it’s not easy to organize such an art exhibition as China-ASEAN Expo
(CAEXPO) 5" Anniversary Painting & Calligraphy Art Exhibition, as the artworks and
artists involved in the exhibition are from China and the 10 ASEAN countries, and these
selected works shall not only focus on the exhibition theme but also reflect high artistic
value. Adopting the principle of highlighting theme while being more tolerant to the art
form is what makes this exhibition stand out among its counterparts.

The outcome of this exhibition is quite a surprise to many artists, since it not
only promotes the China-ASEAN cultural exchanges and also gains positive results in
the pursuit of art. Its significance is far beyond those ones merely seeking for artistic
achievement.

Major art pieces of this exhibition, including super large-sized seal, wood carving and
two long painting and calligraphy scrolls, are showcased in a super-sized exhibition hall,
creating a strong impact on the audiences.

The CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting & Calligraphy Art Exhibition highlights
the concept of “largeness” for many reasons: first of all, to cater to the great context of
China-ASEAN cooperation; second, to make breakthrough in the form of exhibition by
moving the exhibition from Guangxi Museum to the more spacious Nanning International
Convention & Exhibition Center where the art works are exhibited in artistically-divided
sections, imposing strong impact on the audience. Under the title of “the Art of Largeness™,
this exhibition has showcased many extra large-sized paintings and calligraphy in series,
including major art pieces, a series of seals and woodcarvings, as well as painting scroll of
“China-ASEAN National Flowers™ and calligraphy scroll of “100 Chinese Couplets”.

Largeness doesn’t necessarily represent the highest artistic value, but the art of
largeness is indeed one of the most difficult and charming art forms, as it has to deal with
both techniques and inspiration and passion as well as the conceptual effect of extra large-

sized artwork.

CAEXPO
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Guangxi has long been the cradle of the Art of Largeness. The concept and aesthetic
pursuit of the Art of Largeness could date back to the early civilization and embryonic
stage of art development. The Mount Hua rock painting serial is the sample masterpiece of

its kind left by our ancestors, which is over 10 kilometers long and painted on the cliffs of

Mount Hua by dozens of generations of Guangxi people within over 700 years, being the
largest-scale rock painting serial in the world so far. In the early 1980s, Guangxi’s Zhou
Brothers, based on this rock painting serial, adopted modern colors in their large-sized
paintings for reinterpreting the images on Mount Hua, thus initiating the pursuing for the
Art of Largeness in Guangxi. Later, Huang Gesheng, a well-known painter in Guangxi,
has painted a 100-meter scroll “Li River”, which was recognized as a pioneering work on
the Art of Largeness in the modern art world.

A series of seals (rubbings) showcased at the CAEXPO 5" Anniversary Painting &
Calligraphy Art Exhibition is also a good example of the pursuit of the Art of Largeness.
Being enlarged, the rubbings well present the images and symbols on the seals, which
injected new energy to the seal-carving, one of the China’s oldest art forms. Unlike
the common inscriptions on the precipice or any outdoor stone, those rubbings of scals
are the enlarged replica of masterpieces, transforming the palm-sized seal into a kind
of seal sculpture. Over centuries, seal has remained an art of smallness, serving as a
supplementary to the painting and calligraphy, thus making it hard for people to appreciate
their details. The large-sized seal rubbings at this exhibition magnify the images and
symbols in 100 or even 1000 times and upgrades its aesthetic value.

With the participation of culture celebrities, artists and government officials, other
artworks at this exhibition are also stunning with outstanding artistic value. For instance,
those from the 10 ASEAN countries, though small in number, are with great imagination
and high artistic achievement. And their oil paintings in particular, are quite successful in

reflecting the folk culture, presenting a visual treat to the audiences.
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Comments

Precise in Form, Far-reaching in Meaning:
On 3 Major Wood Carving Works

Xijiangyue (wood carving folded screen), Language of Door (wood carving
couplet) and Charms of China and ASEAN (wood carving folded screen), with
the CAEXPO as their themes, are three pieces of large-sized wood carving works
with ingeniousness and art excellence, and are masterpieces with high values for
appreciation and collection. Authored by H.E. Mr. Li Jinzao, Standing Member of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) Guangxi Committee and First Vice Governor
of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Xijiangyue is a beautiful poetry full of
both powerfulness and tenderness. With neat words of far-reaching significance,
Language of Door, authored and handwritten by Mr. Zheng Junjian, Secretary
General of the CAEXPO Secretariat, is also full of power and concise in form. The
calligraphy of Mr. Peng Yang and the wood carving of Mr. Huang Yan are also
remarkable art works. The three large-sized wood carving works highlight the Art

Exhibition.
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