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FOREWORD

The present edition of Professor Ch’ien Mu’s
wellknown Chronological Studies of the Pre-Ts’in Phi-
losophers is the climax of more than twenty years’ work.
Soon after its first appearance from the Press in 1935,
the author reminds us in his Preféce_to the second
edition, the war in the Far East broke out. Since that
time to the present day Dr. Ch’ien Mu has been conti-
nually in exile—in West China, in Formosa, in Hong
Kong; but with the strong instincts of the true scholar
he has never ceased to revise, correct and amplify his
text, ‘annotating like eyebrows the upper margins of
the book in writing as small as the head of a fly’, with
the result that to-day the first edition being long out
of print, it is possible to bring out this second and
revised edition.

Soon after the publication of the first edition, I
purchased a copy by chance, and took it with me into
Concentration Camp in Shanghai. There between the
years 1942 and 1945 it became one of the chief source
books of my study. Wholly unacquainted with Dr.
Ch’ien, as I was, I formed a very high opinion of,
not to say reverence for, his scholarship. Working
systematically through the early philosophers during the



long hours of camp life, I formed the opinion that Dr.
Ch’ien was one of the most thorough and most balanced
of modern Chinese historical scholars, and I often tried
to picture his likeness, little thinking that one day I
should have the honour of being associated with him.

The bock was originally planned as two separate
works: a series of one hundred and sixty-three Chrono-
logical Studies (##¢) , and a series of comparative
Chronological Tables (5§#) for the confusing Warring
States period, but in the first edition the title that was
pmmrmﬂwﬁmpmtﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%wmqudm
the whole book. In the second edition, in which the
two parts have been more closely integrated, the titles
of each have been clearly distinguished hEHETESE
ZPr and EFEFKTFMEEFE, while the title for the
combined work has been shortened to T TBE, A
considerable amount of new material has been incorporated
in the second edition, but the sections into which the
book is divided have remained the same.

There is no need for me to enlarge upon the imp-
ortance of the work. Every student is well aware of
the many contradictions and inconsistencies that inevitably
occur in the dating of events in current accounts of the
Pre-Ts’in philosophers. Dr. Ch’ien has examined these
in turn in the light of all avaiable evidence from
Confucius to the Legalists of Ts’in dynasty times, and
has established a reliable chronological scheme. Only
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when such a scheme is authenticated is it possible to
arrange with confidence the sequence of the philosophers
and to trace the development of their thought. Dr.
Ch’ien’s work therefore is an indispensable handbook
for the student of ancient Chinese history, as well as
for the student of ancient Chinese philosophy. We are
grateful to him for his labour, and also to the Harvard-
Yenching Institute, Cambridge, Massachusetts, for
providing the grant by means of which this second
edition has been published.

F.S. Drake

University of Hong Kong
I1st May, 1956
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