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PREFACE

Dongguan lies in the center of the Pearl River Delta and has a long history. So far, man has lived here for
more than 5,000 years, and urban development in Dongguan has gone through a course of nearly 1700 years.
From the Song period onward, with the southward immigration of northerners, the economy and culture of
Dongguan grew more rapidly, and entered a flourishing stage in the Ming and Qing periods. The opium
melting at Humen and the Opium War inaugurated China's modern history and wrote down a dignified
chapter in the epic. Throughout the ages, plentiful cultural relics of the Neolithic and later times became the
epitome of historical and cultural development in Dongguan.

The Dongguan Municipal Party Committee and People's Government have always paid great attention to the
protection of cultural heritage. Since 1978, eight batches of major historical monuments and cultural relics in
Dongguan have been announced as protected by governments of various grades. At present in the city, there
are two state-protected among these items, and 11 and 84 under provincial and municipal protection
respectively.

To exhibit the long history and excellent culture of Dongguan and to promote propaganda and exchange in
antiquarian work, the Dongguan Municipal Bureau of Culture and the Commission for the Preservation of
Ancient Monuments compile the Album of Cultural Relics in Dongguan. In this book, the sights of the
above-mentioned 97 cultural monuments will be shown in textual descriptions, photos and drawings.
According to their nature, the present album classifies these items into the categories of ancient sites, an-
cient tombs, ancient buildings, stone inscriptions, and major historical sites and representative buildings of
modern and contemporary times. Meanwhile, to give prominence to clustered monuments, the ancient build-
ing groups and historic cultural blocks are collected in a special class so as to present them more distinctly.

Owing to the limitation of our knowledge and the urgency of the compilation, the book can hardly avoid

slips, so we earnestly request our readers to oblige us with their comments.
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According to archaeological discoveries, by the sixth millennium BP, man had

begun to live in the territory of present-day Dongguan, where prehistoric culture left
behind plentiful remains. Among them the Wanfu'an, Haogang and Longyangang
shell midden sites and the site at Cuntou Village combine to represent the ancient
cultural sequence of Dongjiang River valley in the Dongguan area. As one of the
important resources of building materials, the ancient Yanling quarry site provided

red sandstone extensively used for construction in Dongguan.
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Wanfu’an Shell Midden Site (Jiangbian Village, Qishi Town)
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.ne of the earliest prehistoric sites discovered so far in Dongguan, one of the rare localities of
painted pottery recorded in Guangdong and the first locality of pottery phalli in Guangdong. C. 5000
BP. Occupying an area of over 10,000 sq m. Surveys and trial excavations were carried out here four

times from 1961 to 2001.

@ 2022605 X 49 77 48 e W fr i hE
Wanfu’an shell midden site in the 1960s
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Section of the site
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Haogang Shell Midden Site (Shenghe Village, Nancheng District)
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.ne of the middle Neolithic type-sites in Dongguan. C. 5000 BP. Occupying an area of over 650
sq m in remaining area. Discovered in the city proper. In 2003, excavation covered an area of 275
sq m, which brought to light house-foundations, tombs, drains and refuse dumps, as well as two

skeletons of fossil man living in the Neolithic Age.
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