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KUNLUN MOUNTAINS- SPECTACULAR VIEW
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Muztag Peak, 7546 m, located at SW part of Pamir plateau, vault-

shaped, geologically as a short-axis anticline. The Muztag Mountain consists

of metamorphic rocks of 1.70 billion years old and granite intrusions.
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The Kunlun Mountains starts from the Pamir plateau and extends along the Karakorum Mountains to the east. The latter goes to northern

ry

Tibet and joins with the Gandese Mountains. The former extends along Xinjiang-Tibet border into Qinghai and Sichuan. The Karakorum Moun-
tains are steeply cut, with huge peaks sticking out, all above five to six thousand meters above sea level. The main peak, Qogli peak, above
8611 m, is the second highest peak in the world. The Kunlun Mountains broadly wriggles in Central Asia like a huge python, and so being called
as "Vast Kunlun” and "Backbone of Asia”. The Kunlun Mountains extends over 1800 km long and 250 km wide with most ridges over 5000 m.
The main peak Muztag peak (7723 m) is geographically located at Ruogiang county. The icy picture was taken from West Kunlun Mountains

at the Pamir plateau. The three huge Mountains, not far from each other, are all located here, including Kongur peak (7719 m), Kongur Jiubie
peak (7595 m) and Muztag peak (7546m).
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Oytag

Oytag means “Intra-mountainous depression” in old lan-
guage, located at the NW part of the Kunlun Mountains. Here
developed a modern glacier with the lowest elevation at the same
latitude, Qiklaz glacier, with the lower point only 2800 m, about
2200 m lower than the surrounding glaciers. This is caused by its
peculiar landscape. The Ayilanish Peak, 6 678 m, sits on Oytag,
with snow cap over 100 m thick on top. The Mountains are very
steep, resulting in frequent avalanche. The avalanched ice-snow
accelerates the process of the glaciers to the lower elevations.
The strong ice melting leads to formation of various ice crevices,
ice watertalls, ice caves and ice stone-forest. On both sides of
the glacier are old primitive pine forests. The middle-lower part

of the Mountains consists of Triassic red schist and sandstone of

140 " million years ago. The Ayilanish Peak is mainly composed of

Carboniferous limestone of 230 million years ago. It is pretty rare
to incorporate snow-capped mountains, glacier, rivers, primitive
forest, waterfall, avalanche and grassland in one area. Oytaq is
a.virgin.place. without.any carving..That is why it is regarded as
“The best ecological sight of the Western Region”by Japanese

and German geologists after their investigation.
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Muji---a place with ground fire.
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Muji means “Eruption” in Kirghiz. It sits at the boundary between the Kunlun Mountains and the Tianshan Mountains where the earth crust is the weak-
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est with frequent earthquakes and intense new tectonic movements. All these lead to volcanic eruption. Up to now, Muiji is still a place where even senior
geologists and photographers know very little.

There is a valley about 100 km, up and down, extending EW around Bulunkou when you enter Pamir along state highway 314. After Muiji village, the
topography turns to be very open where an intra-montaneous basin is located, over 100 square kilometers. The Muji River runs slowly, winds around in the
basin. The goats and cows move quietly on the grassland. The sounds of nature make Muji a place of extreme quietness and openness. People will notimage
that there was a huge change in this place 1 500 years ago. Magma was moving upward, ground fire was shooting, and volcanic eruption led to a reddish
sky. The immense volcanic ash blocked the sunshine. The earth crust was pushed up, twisted and cracked. Volcanoes of various sizes were erupting here
and there. Nobody knows how long this lasted. There is no literal record in history of this geological change because of its remoteness.

Everything turns to be quiet now, and everything returns to its old desolation. The time of 1 500 years is not very long. The Muji River could only console
the rough ground. The time could not peace the anger of the earth. The craters of varied size and relief and colorful volcanic ash painted the ground colorful.

The calc-sinter, iron-siner and manganese-sinter outline the rivers as flowing lines of landscape....

(Z2H ) F&E. TRIEERHNARS T, (68 ) s AXkLO, SREBRT —BLIEHE

(Left) Gently flowing and meandering Muiji river. (Right) Crater with previous volcanic eruption, now covered by quite blue water.
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land, just like a painted picture.







