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FOREWORD

t has been a long and exciting history of

tremendous cultural exchange between China and

other countries. In terms of culture, economy,
ideology, and personnel, these exchanges between China
and other countries can be dated back to the times of
Qin and Han dynasties—directly or indirectly, by land or
sea. The long-term and multi-faceted cultural exchange
helps the world to understand more about China and
the rest of the world, enriching the common wealth of
mankind—both materially and spiritually.

The book series entitled Roads to the World offers
the most splendid stories in the entire history of Sino-
foreign cultural exchange. We hereby offer them to
foreign students learning the Chinese language, and
to foreign readers who have a keen interest in Chinese
culture. These stories depict important personalities,
events, and phenomena in various fields of cultural
exchange between China and other nations, and among
different peoples. By reading the books, you may
understand China and Chinese civilization profoundly,



and the close link between Chinese civilization and
other civilizations of the world. The books highlight the
efforts and contributions of Chinese people and Chinese
civilization in the world’s cultural interchange. They
reflect mankind’s common spiritual pursuit and the
orientation of values.

This book tells the story of how Yan Yangchu (Y.
C. James Yen) implemented mass education in China,
and further led the international rural reconstruction
movement. Yan Yangchu's theory of mass education is
based on the combination of the Confucian idea that the
people are the foundation and the Christ’s philosophy
of universal love. His theory took root and thrived in
China in the 1920s, and was spread to and applied in
the impoverished lands all around the world under the
efforts of Yan Yangchu for decades. He trained and
developed a large number of mass education experts
and rural construction talents for the less-developed
nations and regions in China and the world, hence

reputed as “Father of Mass Education of the World.”
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The Quest for Truth

Son of a Private School Teacher

he tiny town of Bazhong sits amid lush mountains
in the northern part of Sichuan Province, flanked
by a green river. At dawn, the white pagoda atop
the East Mountain is covered in sun rays, inspiring awe.
At dusk, the river gleams with the setting sun, creating a
sparkling sight. During the reign of Emperor Guangxu of
the Qing Dynasty (1875-1908), there was a private school
on the West Street in town. The school was run by Yan
Lequan, who had the style name of Meitang. The Yans
were an intellectual family, and Meitang was a learned
teacher who was not only well versed in the Four Books
and Five Classics, but also had some medical knowledge.
He was revered by the locals.
On the 17" day of the ninth month of the 16™ year of the
reign of Emperor Guangxu (October 26, 1890), Meitang
was giving a lecture at the school when he was told that

his wife was about to give birth. He hurried back. At
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Make New Citizens of the World

night, his wife gave birth to a son, whom they formally
named “Xingfu” and called fondly as “Yunlin.”

Time flied. Yunlin was now five years old, time for
school. His mother dressed him in a native long gown
and handed him a cloth schoolbag. His father gave him an
academic name “Yangchu,” hoping that he would have a
future as bright as the rising sun in the morning.

At the school, Yangchu bowed to the memorial tablet
for Confucius and to the teacher in accordance with the
custom for new students. At the beginning, he studied
the Three-Character Classics, One Hundred Family Name
Primer, and 1000-Character Primer, followed by the Four
Books and Five Classics, most of which are Confucian
teachings. The young Yangchu did not quite understand
these teachings, such as the statements “The people are
the foundation of the state and the state serves its people,”
“The people rank the highest and the ruler counts the
least,” and “Heaven sees what the people see and hears
what the people hear.” These lines left a deep impression
on his mind. The people-first Confucian philosophy was
embedded in his mind like a subtle seed.

Gentle Father and Strict Mother

Yangchu couldn’t recall a single occasion either at
home or school on which his father flied into a rage. He

was always caring and all smiles towards his students
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Make New Citizens of the World

and children, who respected him but were never afraid
of him. Yangchu inherited this personality attribute from
his father. In his autobiography, An Account of Myself at
90, Yangchu recalls: “In my mind, my father is a typical
scholar, speaking in a refined manner and courteous to
others. What I find the most unforgettable about myself
is his smiles, so gentle and so kind, just like the warm
breeze in spring.” Meitang was one of the most famous
scholars in Bazhong, but he was not old-fashioned; he
showed a keen interest in current affairs and avidly read
books by reformists such as Yan Fu and Liang Qichao,
and was therefore exposed to fresh thoughts and
knowledge. This was a rarity in Bazhong back then.
Yangchu’s mother, surnamed Wu, was the daughter
of a wealthy family at the nearby Yuantan Village,
Nanjiang County. Although she was illiterate, she
had a good upbringing, and since marrying Meitang,
she had proved a competent housewife and a loving
mother, keeping everything of the family in good
order. She was strict with her children, requiring them
to sit and stand in proper postures and speak and act
appropriately. Thanks to his mother’s strict upbringing,
Yangchu developed good habits in childhood. Once, the
young Yangchu was caught in a heavy rain on the way
home from school. His classmates scampered off like
frightened rats, but Yangchu was not flustered; he kept
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walking as usual, earning the praises of adults passing
by.

One day in the year when he was six, on the way
home after school, he passed by a temple as usual,
but heard the deafening din of gongs and drums. It
turned out that a performance of the local opera was in
progress at the temple. The young Yangchu squeezed his
way into the temple and stood on a stone step, craning
his neck to watch the performance. He was engrossed
in the performance on the stage when someone gave
him a strong push from behind, almost causing him
to fall off the step. He turned around, recognizing it
was his classmate, who looked happy with his prank.
Yangchu became furious and rashly slapped him in the
face, leaving a clear imprint of fingers on his face. The
prankster cried and hurried off. Yangchu realized that
he was in trouble now as his classmate would surely
go to his home and complain to his mother, who would
show no mercy on him. Yangchu was afraid to go
home and face his mother. So he hanged around until
midnight. He sneaked into his room and lay in bed,
covering his head with the sheet. As he was about to fall
asleep, he heard the door swing open, and storming into
the room was his mother, holding a lamp in one hand
and clutching a bamboo stick in another. His mother

lifted up the sheet and gave him a good spanking. She
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Make New Citizens of the World

then wept, saying: “What is the use of reading so many
books for you? How could you get into trouble for such
a minor matter? Why couldn’t you just bear it and avoid
making trouble for the family. You really let me down.”
Yangchu has never forgotten this incident. From then
on, whenever he found it hard to control his emotions,
his mother’s stern face would flash before his eyes, and
her admonishment would ring in his ears, compelling
him to remind himself to show forbearance.

Towards the end of the eighteenth century,
missionaries from the China Island Mission traveled to
China’s southwestern regions. Bazhong, an out-of-the-
way tiny town, also received a couple of missionaries.
They built a gospel church outside the western gate and
to facilitate their preaching, they picked up the Chinese
language. At the recommendation of the missionaries in
Baoning Prefecture (the present-day Langzhong City),
they hired Meitang as their Chinese teacher. Thus, the
young Yangchu often went to the gospel church with
his father. The missionaries at the church liked the
clever boy and suggested to Meitang that Yangchu be
sent to the Western Academy in Langzhong. Meitang
discussed the suggestion with his wife and decided to
heed the missionaries’ advice. At that time, the imperial
examination system had yet to be abolished. It was a

visionary act to for Yangchu’s parents to put him on a
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