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Preface

Bayingolen Mongolian Autonomous Prefecture of Xinjiang is called Bayingolen
Prefecture for short. “Bayingolen” is a Mongolian word meaning an abundant land.

It was founded on June 23, 1954, with a land area of 482,700 km?, being the
largest prefecture of China. It covers Korla City, Yangi, Hejing, Heshuo, Bohu, Weili,
Luntai, Rougiang and Qiemo county. Some units at the Central and Xinjiang region
level have already been stationed in the prefecture, such as the Second Division of
Xinjiang Corps of Agricultural Production and Construction, Tarim Oil Field Branch of
China Petrol, and Railway Temporary Office in the South of Xinjiang. Korla City, as the
capital of Bayingolen Prefecture, is a sanitary city at state level; meanwhile, it is also
one of “First Chinese Excellent Tourism Cities”. Bayingolen Prefecture has 1,127,000
of population consisting of 37 nationalities, such as Mongolia, Han, Uygur, Hui nation-
ality etc. The population of its minority ethnic groups is 476,000 people, taking up 42%
of its total population. In Xinjiang, Bayingolen Prefecture lies at an important strategic
position, plays a special role linking the north and south of Xinjiang in economical
development.

Bayingolen Prefecture has a long history, having been the center of the Western
Region in politics, military, economy and culture. Both the middle and south line of the
Ancient Silk Road went across Bayingolen Prefecture. In 60 B.C., the government of
the Western Han Dynasty founded the governmental mechanism of the Western Re-
gion in Wulei (present-day Luntai county), which governed the military and regime in
the Western Region. In 1771, Mongolian Tulhuit tribe returned to the motherland from
Volga area, creating a moving, patriotic movement.

Bayingolen Prefecture is rich in resources, with enormous potential to develop.
Its dominant resources are the following. The first is about its petroleum and natural
gas resources. Bayingolen Prefecture is the major battlefield for petroleum prospecting
and developing in Tarim. Since 1989, its proved and controlled reserve in petroleum
and natural gas has reached 1.2 billion tons. Currently, its annual output of crude petro-
leum reaches 8 million tons. And its 15 billion m® of natural gas in reserve has already
been proved. And the first station of “West Gas into East” was set up in Luntai county.
The second is in its water, land, light and heat resources. In Bayingolen Prefecture, its
temperate continental climate, its bigger difference in temperature between daytime
and night, as well as its long frost-free period, all are suitable for wheat, corn, rice, fruits,
cotton, beets, tomatoes and other crops to grow. So, its advantage in the unique farm
produce has already formed. Korla Fragrant Pear for instance, is one of local specialties,
it being high-sugar, sweet-smelling, flesh-tender, crisp and juicy. Now, in the whole
Bayingolen Prefecture, its current arable land is 3.5 million mu; its reclaimable quality
waste land is more than 20 million mu. And its annual flow of surface water is 10.6
billion m?*; the total underground make-up water is 6.27 billion m?. Its current water
consumption just takes up about 28% of its usable water. It shows that Bayingolen
Prefecture is suitable for modern agriculture developing. The third is on its minerals
resource. So far, it is already proved that 54 kinds of minerals possess considerable
reserve. In which, the reserve of vermiculite and kali salt is respectively 92% and 54.7%
of total reserve of the same mineral across the country. The reserve of andalusite,
magnesite and gypsum is respectively ranked the first among the similar minerals across
Xinjiang. The fourth is its tourism resource. Now, Bayingolen Prefecture owns 48 types
of tourism resource, which takes up 70.6% of basic types of tourism across the country,
as well as 85.5% of that in Xinjiang. And 32 scenic spots have already been built up in
Bayingolen Prefecture. 2 out of them are AAA-class at the state level. In Bayingolen
Prefecture, you could see the vast Taklimakan Desert, the spacious Bayinbluk Prairie,
the beautiful Bosten Lake, variously historical ruins as well as well-known human

landscapes, such as, the Iron Gate Pass, the Ruins of Ancient Loulan City, Xikqgin
Qianfudong, the Ruins of Milan, Man-Han Masions, etc. With the re-arrangement of
industrial structure, tourism industry will bring about new economic benefits for
Bayingolen Prefecture, and become one of its backbone industries.

Since Bayingolen Prefecture was established, thanks to the Party’s national
policies, it has made enormous achievements in economical development. Its eco-
nomic power is obviously increased. Gradually, a comprehensively economic system
in industry, construction, transportation and trade was formed. The system is based on
agriculture and husbandry, leaded by dominant industries, being mainly involved in oil,
chemical engineering, textile, papermaking, food, power, coal, building material, ma-
chinery and electronic. Especially, during the more than 20 years beginning with China's
opening up toward the outside world and reforming, with the great help of the state and
Xinjiang People's Government, Bayingolen Prefecture shows economy growing, soci-
ety stable, peoples with different nationality united, and people's living standards
increased. GDP stays about 11.7% of growth rate annually. In 2003, the GDP of
Bayingolen Prefecture reached 18.9 billion yuan, increased 11.6% compared to last
year; the local fiscal revenue was 958 million yuan, increased 11.3%; the investmentin .
fixed assets reached 11.5 billion yuan, up 21.8 %; the net income of peasants was
3,518 yuan, up 510 yuan. And various social undertakings all have had a big progress,
and the comprehensively economic power of Bayingolen Prefecture ranks the third
place among 16 prefectures and cities in Xinjiang. At present, with the development of
Tarim oil, oil chemical engineering industry has become a backbone one of Bayingolen
Prefecture. And Bayingolen Prefecture has abundant energy and fast, convenient com-
munication condition. A three-dimensional transportation network made up of roads,
railways, air and pipes was already formed. Bayingolen Prefecture people own more
than 600,000 table telephones and mobile telephones. The possessing rate of tele-
phones among per 100 people in Bayingolen Prefecture is 28% higher than that in
Xinjiang. Broadband net has entered residential districts. International and in-country
directly dialing network can be available in eight counties and one city of Bayingolen
Prefecture.

According to the advantages and basic conditions of Bayingolen Prefecture, in
the coming days, our tasks will center on these aspects: building Korla better; laying a
firm foundation in infrastructure, ecological environment, science and education; greatly
developing resources in water, land, light and heat, oil and natural gas, tourism and
minerals; developing five backbone industries in special plants, special fruits, special
livestock, special minerals and special tourism; realizing 6 aspects of breakthrough:
promoting industrialization of agriculture, further reforming, developing private
enterprises, enlarging the opening up toward the outside of the world, strengthening
the economic power of every county and increasing peasants’ income as well as im-
proving people’s living standards. By 2007, we expect to double 2000 GDP, valued at
27 billion yuan. By 2020, we expect to redouble 2002 GDP, exceeding 100 billion yuan,
which will take up one-seventh GDP of the whole Xinjiang, and try to be the first to lead
a kind of wealthier life in material and spirits in Xinjiang.

The Beautiful Bayingolen is for the jubilee of the foundation of Bayingolen
Prefecture. It fully shows the vast, beautiful, abundant and mysterious land, so as to
attract more friends to kwon, to care, to go into Bayingolen Prefecture. We warmly
welcome friends at home and aboard to come to visit Bayingolen Prefecture, to partici-
pate in the development of Bayingolen Prefecture. Let’s join hands to turn Bayingolen
Prefecture into a prosperous beautiful new Bayingolen Prefecture.
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The West Pear City—Korla

Korla City is the capital of Bayingolen Mongolian Autonomous Pre-
fecture of Xinjiang, being the center of Bayingolen Prefecture in politics,
economy and culture. It is abundant in fragrant pears, also called Pear
City. It was set up on Oct. 1, 1979, approved by the State Council. In
April, 1989, Tarim Oil Prospecting and Developing Headquarter was set
up here and an oil campaign was launched. In 1997, Xinjiang People’s
Government set Korla as the center in the south of Xinjiang and gave it
some favorable policies to grow and to build a strategic pattern of
“ North—Urumgi and South—Korla”. .

Korla plays a linking role between the north and south of Xinjiang
in geographical position, economy and society. With advantageously
natural conditions, Korla has a lot of dominant products with local features.

Korla Fragrant Pear is flesh-tender, crisp, juicy, sweet-smelling,
refreshing, nutritious and easy-to-preserve. At Chinese Farm Produce
Fair, Korla Fragrant Pear has been honored with the title of “Green Food”.
In Feb., 2004, Korla Fragrant Pear was granted “No.1 Product in the
First Quality Survey of Chinese Fruits Products”, sponsored by the Mar-
ket Information Center of People Daily. Korla Fragrant Pear already
became a major industry in Korla. And the shares of two corporations
were already listed in stock market.

The unique geographic position has endowed Korla with unique
tourism resource. In history, Korla was a vital pass at the middle line of
the Ancient Silk Road. In recent years, its infrastructure, environment
and service function have been improved much. So, a complete service

system in eating, staying, movement, travel, shopping and entertain-
ment has already been formed. The current Korla could provide multiple
services.

Iron Gate Pass is 8 km north of Korla City, controlling the mouth of
the upper Congi River. It has been a vital pass linking the south with
north of Xinjiang, also being a vital pass at the middle line of the Ancient
Silk Road. The government of the Jin Dynasty has set a pass here. The
pass is dangerous and solid, so called Iron Gate Pass. After the PRC
established, in 1960s, a water power station was set up at Iron Gate
Pass. Its powerful electricity supply has played an important role in the
development of agriculture and industry of Bayingolen Prefecture.

“Dragon Mountain” landscape engineering refers to the green belt
between the hilly regions of Koruk Mountains on the east of Korla and
No. 314 National Road. The landscape engineering provides a place for
people to relax, to recreate, to appreciate landscape, to keep fit, and to
enjoy a cool.

The tour belt along the Congi River running through the Korla city,
beginning with Congi River Bridge, ending at the Sun Island in Yingxia
village, is a good place for people to enjoy a cool, to play water, to go
swimming, to go boating and to appreciate landscape.

In Jan., 1999, Korla City was honored with the title of “First Chi-
nese Excellent Tourism Cities”, being the only sanitary city at state level
and the best inhabitable city across the country.
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The People's Square of Korla Ming jie






