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Author’s Preface

Lofty Mountain City Chongging attracts and thrills people by its magnificent landscape, long history and
ever-changing city appearance. I was not born in Chongqging, but I lived in this city even longer than in my
hometown. I have ties to this city and it’s my dreamy place.

Nowadays,though the peddler hawking like “Cool ice lolly”, “exchange new toothbrush with old toothbrush”
still sound beside ears of people at my age from time to time, the noise once could be heard all over the
streets doesn’t exist anymore. Instead, this city is full of high-rising buildings and fashionable streets. I was
happy to see the change and also felt melancholy for it. I think I should record the traces of disappeared or
disappearing things to bring great hits, unforgettable or even insulting and sad memories back to people.
Maybe for this reason, during past decades, my camera focused on some old, ruining buildings and streets to
record the memory for people and myself. Some friends even encouraged me to publish a book and share the
photos with more people.

As 1 like sketching from nature, I always carry pen and sketchbook with me. Either drawing outline in a hurry
or painting sophisticatedly,when in great interest with plenty of time,that’s why my works are diversity in
style. Some of them stress on composition of the picture and light, some focus on arrangements and lines.
Some are just simple sketches without any modify.

My paintings emphasize the importance of verisimilitude, follow the nature and try to avoid exaggerate and
abstract style. This can also be a kind of shortcoming as it made my works looked like behind the times and
rigid. In my opinion, the painting world is large enough to embrace different style paintings so I prefer not
to change my style. Also the theme of this volume is nostalgia so better to draw verisimilitude. For some non
existing relics, I can only paint some buildings and images from that time by memories and old photos to re-

mind, add a little imagination.



Hundred paintings is just a drop in the ocean and can’t condense the history, culture and attractions of
Chongqing at all. For example, as the famous important industrial city of Southwest China, the scenes of its in-
dustry is not displayed here for a variety of reasons. These regrets can only be made up in the future. This book

only focus on the old buildings, old streets, ancient towns and folk of old Chongqing. To this city, I dedicate

this volume in token of love and memory.

Chen Jingqi
June 10, 2011
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Huguang Guild Hall
Location: Yuzhong District

Founded in 1759. It was the place of gathering for businessmen from Hu-
bel and Hunan at that time.
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Huguang Guild Hall during The Republic of China period
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Chaotianmen

Location: Yuzhong District

A famous old gate. Located where the Yangtze River and Jialing River
meet. It was the key dock of old Chongging.
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Chaotianmen docks 100 years
ago
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Chaotianmen
Picture shows the view of Chaotianmen seen from Jialing River nowadays.

—Mz—

débare 't J\A
a4ddn ) ' i
HAsaaca ! m |
FEEY el 3
31254 {1 S
liEtEEH : =
Jpidgaes ! s
H 4
Froalid

J

20054E5 8 7H

10



