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Anna Chan Chennault is a well-known American stateswoman, and social activist, and is the
widow of World War II aviation hero Lieutenant General Claire Lee Chennault.
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Wang Meng is a well-known Chinese writer. He was also the Minister of Culture of the People's
Republic of China.
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Jun Qing is a prominent Chinese calligrapher and painter,
who is also a well-known Chinese writer.
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Zhang Sen is a prominent Chinese calligrapher, who was the Vice Chairman of Shanghai
Calligraphers Association.
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Preface 1

James M. Glowacki

What a wonderful honor it is to be able to write the foreword for Shane's
new book. To have the privilege to comment and introduce the writings of
such a notable young author is truly one of my greatest distinctions.

Shane is an integral part of the second graduating class at St. Mary's
Preparatory to have students that were born and studied in China. Three
years ago, our 127 year old American Preparatory School decided to open our
doors to students from China and it has enhanced the quality, character, and
diversity of our school to the highest level. Shane, personally, has acclimated
very well to our American culture, but has still been able to honor and embrace
his Chinese heritage and ethnicity.

The entire administration and student body are proud of him, and we are
so very pleased that his latest book is about his life changing experiences at St.
Mary's Preparatory. He has been a wonderful role model to introduce Eastern
Culture to our Western World, and he has also been a great spokesperson in
bridging the gap, so that our Chinese students can become full-fledged men of
St. Mary's Preparatory.

I can hardly wait to see the finished project of this literary work, and I
hope and pray that it will become a great historical record of not only Shane's
life here in America, but a testimonial to the education and experiences of the
many Chinese students that have graced our campus and classrooms as well
as the Chinese students that are yet to come be a part of this great American
Institution.

With deepest respect and appreciation.

(Mr.Glowacki is the headmaster of St. Mary's Preparatory)
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Preface 2

Bai Hua

This is an amazing book of a youngster's “adventure”.
Made up of a series of vivid passages on a journey in life, should
it be called an “adventure’? I think the answer is absolutely yes!

China had long been a closed state in history. At the end
of the Qing Dynasty, thanks to some negative lessons mainly
about how our country was beaten and suffered, a few scholars
and insightful persons spoke out. With their influences, the state
government of that time started to send mostly young students
to western countries to study.

Later, after the period of “Culture Revolution”, a small
number of young students were again dispatched to western
countries. It was deemed unusual then but is now recognized
as a really good thing. Actually, those little students at that time
were mainly descents of the government power holders and
were sent overseas as part of political connections. After years,
with economic development, a rapid increase took place in the
number of excellent students who seek an experience studying
overseas at their own expense, which mainly included college
students and graduate students. In recent years, the group of
students seeking overseas studies has included middle school
students. As so many young people have stepped into different
western countries to begin their new study and life experience,

we can expect a smaller and smaller gap to exist between
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Chinese and Westerners.

Currently, the parents of low age students still have quite a lot of concern.
This is easy to understand. Most of us have learned that among those Chinese
youngsters who studied in the western hemisphere in 19th—20th Century,
besides some elites, there were some “fake foreigners” claiming to be back
from western countries' colleges, who appeared western and enjoyed western
accessories but were not able to speak English at all.

There was a time when few people considered sending their kids overses
for study is like throwing their kids into a “huge dye vat”. Be alert of being
“dyed” is an ancient Chinese wisdom. Chinese take cautions when they feel
they will be influenced by the environment, opinion, or culture different from
their original ones. My friends Mr. Tian, Yongchang and his wife Mrs. Li, Ling
are among those brave ones who throw their kid into the “dye vat”. They led
their son Mr. Tian, Yingren to choose a boarding high school called St. Mary's
Preparatory, in Michigan , United States.

From the author’s description, he neither leads the audiences to feel
that overseas study is suffering nor just looking for exotic stories. What is
rare, young as he is, he takes every step with prudence, rational observation,
and calm deliberation. On 17th August, 2009, he was “delivered” to Detroit
with extra care from the airline as he was under 15 then. He felt good to be
“delivered” as he received more care and had a really smooth trip this way.
With this hilarious beginning experience, he was greatly encouraged. However,
upon entering school, he realized that the difference between Chinese and US
middle school was way larger than he had imagined.

Even with full preparation, he was late for his first class. The reason for
being late was that he could not find the classroom. Later when he learned
that students had no fixed classroom, classmates, and seats, instead all these
things were changing according to which lesson you took, he started to fit into
an American student's life. His book is a hilarious testimony vividly picturing
a few teachers and students' portraits. For instance, in the book, the Vice

Principal Mr. Rychik drives on a golf cart to chase and hurry those who are
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slow to go to class. Meanwhile he brings coffee to his wife's office several times
a day. His schoolmate Micker, comes to this school all the way from North
Carolina through 13 hours' of driving solely because he loves ice hockey, and
St. Mary's Preparatory has long enjoyed a good reputation of the game.

Also, the chemistry teacher Mr. Morrison is not like the usual teacher
and likes to bicker with students in class. When all these strangers' pictures
become gradually more lively and concrete, Yingren is finally in love with this
beautiful school and his lovable teachers and schoolmates. The amazing thing
is that during the process from feeling strange with the environment, to feeling
familiar with and adoring it, he makes many comparisons and intellectual
enquiries between Chinese and American educations, societies, and cultures.

Currently, in society, there are still many concerns about young people
studying abroad. But actually, we should be convinced that the younger
generation will surpass the older and eventually be the very best. I once left
my hometown at the same age as Yingren to study in another province not
far away. At that time, all that occupied my mind was how to survive poverty,
starvation, course learning, and homesickness. Apart from these I had almost
no time and energy to consider my future,or anything else for that matter.
Therefore, I am happy to see the completion of such a book. I want to tell
Yingren—Go ahead living this way; go ahead studying this way!

The wind may change directions when you are sailing, but you can

always make effort to direct you own boat.

(Bai Hua is a well-known Chinese playwright and poet as well as a famous

writer. He used to be the vice-chairman of Shanghai Novelist Association.)



R

HIRZ AT HZEFKEBLE, FUEMERRE
1, SIRh B AR B SR A ISR SE AR A HY
RARRER, DB ENAHIAL: A2 E
& 1o (B2, HEIXA AR AN THORLBZmE
KREWA, RAEFIEWES) T,

HAT, T HEE AR AR &S, AR RBEA,
HEME A ENER, (HER L, BATAMIZ—#iTmie,
[ H R I BE ARSI E— e IR B4 (RS2 5
) W DA 2 FIH2y, ORFSE, X EREIMAIS
FARHI A, BB R B R E R K94, —FIESh
HIARTE AR D B AR ILFE K, AT~k AR SR IR ZHBEK
AT TN A, @A REBLG fi—Leik> EE0A0
EHIRE /T FO MR = A= B E S NG AR RBIE 2 ST, B2 3
AR AR, AR Y. FhLLE R4k R
HERE Y, s b N E R 2 08, WIR TR A RED
L/ E R R SRR — R,

FH 3 N B9 IX A5, A H S AR IR 77— o 1 8 Y
rhe2 A RBIESMEES T DR, RAZIE 5" BE,
HoRBFIRIETE. FRILHRZ A/ NZIFEA AL T—TF, 47
TR —HRIE5E, 5 RHERTR, XA T TS
T PEELRERES, MNE TP EP AR EERE

14



ﬁﬁ’éi-}l‘]!‘]'“ ¥
BPNF SIS

FIFLSE AR, XX T AW s NE 2 E EEHOWEF, HEHECD
TR e EEP AR Rk 2, ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ’} (=5
iti & o ] O TR A AR TG 7K R R v, HH R i 52

3, ME|E G B E S MR AR OB E 5 4 F R T5 16, 1Bt
2011 PR R b & B O AL EL IR 350N, 20114 th | RR2E (25 A Sk
BEiXF15.80A, HepfE R E ISPt RES It . BBA, Banx A+
REAT B T £ A MR IE M HD . BT HOAHE o 3, DA IrES A, s
B AE— S HIN B DO e R 2Lk e LA R T A B

(M ALFHE, 1 LGN —Sa 6K, MALTERHFTHSELAA)

15



Preface 8

Kangwei, Zhao

There are many books about Chinese middle school
students studying in the US, Some books are inspirational
encouraging Chinese students to pursue the best American
school in their mind; Some are idolized emphasizing the
outstanding achievement of the primary characters in the
books; Then some probably are just for commercial advertising.
However, when I was reading Yingren, Tian’s writing, a
spontaneous book that is based on his own life experience, I was
truly moved.

Currently, there are different opinions regarding a trend
toward of younger international students studying overseas,
I think all arguments have their valid points. However, I do
not think we should make sweeping generalizations. Some
outstanding students (especially the male students) are not
able to realize their full potential under the current Chinese
education system. The reality is: students who often receive
complaints from their teachers to their parents, or the ones who
strongly dislike a particular subject have become outstanding
students once they moved overseas. After completing their
degrees, many of them returned home as leading experts in
their fields, it is hard to believe. Of course, we can not ignore
the fact that there were cases that some younger students

who lacked ambition and self-discipline and were unable to
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