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OUR ESTEEMED AND BELOVED
PREMIER CHOU AT THE NEW PLUM
GARDEN VILLA
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Our Esteemed and Beloved
Premier Chou at the New Plum
| Garden Villa

During the days when the whole nation deeply
mourned for Comrade Chou En-lai, exemplary member
of the Chinese Communist Party, great proletarian
revolutionary, outstanding communist fighter and the
Chinese people's long-tested and distinguished leader of
the Party and the state, we in great reverence and
immense grief visited House No. 30 in the New Plum
Garden Villa to pay homage to the place where he had
put up {fights.

Started in May 1946 and closed the {ollowing March,
the tit for tat struggle through negotiation with the
U.S.-Chiang reactionaries lasted altogether ten months
and four days. Heading up the delegation of the Chinese
Communist Party, Comrade Chon Er-lai remarkably
fulfilled the glorious historic task entrusted by Chairman
Mav and the Party Central Committee,

Today, each and every thing that remains there,
even a flower or a tree, stirs greatly our hearts and
minds, conjuring up in our memory the vivid scenes
of Premier Chou's heroic struggle against the enemy

and commanding our solemn veneration for him.
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Waging Resolute Struggles Against the Enemy

After Comrade Chou En-lai flew to Nanking in May
1946, he and Comrade Tung Pi-wu had a picture taken
together in the courtyard of No.3¢ Plum Villa for
memory. Posing themselves under the grapevine trellis in
front of the house and with the two sturdy cypr'esses
bathed in the early summer sunshine, they iwo look so
firm and composed. Looking at it, nobody would imagine
that in the vieinity less than a hundred metres around
there were over ten posts the Kuomintang reactionaries
had set up for their specizl agents to keep a close
malicious surveillance on the delegation, The posts housed
the joint command of the secret service bureaus of the
Kuomintang Central Committee and the Kuomintang
Military Council, an interrogation room of the Special
Criminal Court, a “residence” of the head of the police
of the Kuomintang capital-«» all round the house, door
facing door, window opposite window. And motor
cycles, jeeps and cars for the special agents, parked in
the nearby streets and alleys, were ail time ready to tail
after the members of the delegation, Peculiar characters
disguised as stall-vendors, ;;obblers, fortune-tellers,
pedicab drivers and newspaper hawkers shuttled near

House No. 30 day and night, just as Comrade Kuo
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Mo-jo then described as an eye—witness, “as if sparkling
in the air all around were wolfish eyes,. eyes, eyes
everywhere.” In spite of all that, our respected Premier
Chou and Comrade Tung Pi-wu took it calm, like the
twin upright cypress trees in the courfyatd of No,20
Plum Villa, Resourceful and brave, they waged firm
struggies against the enemy blow for blow. It was ordered
that a small garret be thrown up at the gate and the
height of the surrounding walls raised by ore kalf so
as to obstruct the enemy's view. When the delegation
met, window curtains were drawn and a wirelsss set
was put on the veranda outside the window broadcasting
nevs from Yenan at top volume fo distract the enemy.

In those days U.S. imperialism, in order to support
Chiang Kai-shek to launch an anti-popular civil war, was
transporting a large number of Kuomintang troops to
the battle fromts by air and by water. Through press
conferences, newspapers and magazines and the spokesman
of the delegation, Comrade Chou En-lai used irrefutable
facts to expose U.S. imperialism's scheme for aggression
by interfering with China's domestic affairs in the name
of “mediation”, At the same time, during head-on
negotiations, he carried on tit-for-tat struggle with
George C. Marshall. Repeatedly thwarted, Marshall
could not help saying, thumbs up, “General Chen En-lai
is truly worthy of being among the first-rate diplomats
in the world that I've ever seen.”
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The tele-communications rcom of the Chinese Com-
munist Party delegation was set up on the upper floor
of the house, The room has windows on two sides.
The hig-size BCB10 transmitter-receiver by which the
delegation commuricated with Chairman Mao and the
Party Central Committee is still there now. Trying to
bug our to-and-fro messages, the Kuomintang special
agents set up a radio station for detection purposes in &
nearby house. But, despite all the means they had
employed they could never decipher our code and
transcribe our confidential radiograms.

At their wits' end, the Kuomintang secret service
resorted to nipping off this “mouthpiece” of the Chinese
Communist Party delegation. Wretchedly they began to
jam our radio transmissions and so much so, that our
station found it impossible to function normally. Under
the leadership of Comrade Chou En-lai, our comrades
used various ways and means to struggle against the
enemy. Comrade Chou En-lai instrucied our radio section
to set up in secret another {ive-watt transmitter-receiver
in a closet. To prevent the trouble that might come up
when the ememy cut off the electric current, a diesel
generator was also fitted up. In this way the tele-
communications between the Chinese Communist Party
delegation and the Party Central Committee in Yenan
were kept unimpeded {from beginaning to end. The
revolutionary spirit and the superb art of fighting on
the part of Comrade Chou En-lai who persisied in
carrying on the struggle within the heartland of the
encmy greatly inspired the other comrades' will to fight.
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Working Selflessly for the Party

Comrade Chou En-lai whili working thers had his
office downstairs. In it the desk and the swivel chair
he used are still there. On the desk are several
Chinese brush pens, an ink-stone, a brass ink-box,
copies of Hsinhua Daily, provineial maps and some
letter-hoads of the Chinese Communist Party delegation.
All of these are put in the way they were at the time.
What struck us most was a glass—faced bookcase packed
with works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and
these by Chairman Mao. In 1942 when Chairmar Mao
unfolded the great Rectification Movement in Yenan,
Comrade Chou En-lai himself led the comrades of the
Squth China Bureau and of the Fsinhua Daily in Chungking
to study Chairman mac's illustrions writing Reform Our
Study and to carry on the Rectification Movement. Today
the copy of that revolutionary literature bearing Premier
Chou's autograph is still standing in the bookcase in
its usual brilliance. On the wall of the office hangs a
phatograpl of Comrade Chou En-lai taken in June 1948,
It shows him deeply absorbed in work. From this we can
imagine how many sleepless uights he must have spent
during those months of hard struggle.

Comrade Chou FEn-lai was slways very busy and
his work was immensely taxing, During the day, apart
from negotiations with the Kuomintang delegates, he re-
ceived many visitors, such as those from the revoluiionary
masses, Jjournalists, democratic personages and foreign
friends. During these interviews he took cvery chance
to lay bare the intrigues of the U.S.-Chiang ieaction-
aries in expanding the civil war, make known the
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correct propositions of our Party and work for & united
front. At night he would listen to the reports of the
various sections of the delegation, —— the press, foreign
affairs, military and so on, —— make analytical studies
of these reports, and personally draft messages to Chair-
man Mao and the Party Central Commiitee to report
on the sitvation and ask for instructions, He would also
make a point of studying regularly Marxist-Leninist
works and Cha‘rman Mao's writings. Although he had
very little sleep, before going to bed he would without
fail admonish the comrades working with him that time
won meant vigtory and early despatch of news would
win initiative, e told them that should they receive an
important directive from Chairman Mao and the Party
Central Committee or urgent telegraphs from various
places, they must surely wake him up. Not a minute was
to be lost, he stressed.

Qur Party was tight financially then, as the Kuo-
mintang reactionaries were imposing an economic block-
ade on us. Comrade Chou En-lai always bore in mind
Chairman Mazo's instruction on “saving every copper
for the war effort, for the revolutionary cause,” and
lived a very frugal life, his fare very plain. Sometimes
when he was out on business and too late for meals at
home, he would find a small eating-house and readily
have anything offered. Qur comrades would often try
to persuade him by saying, “It is not very safe there
and the food is not clean, so please don't eat.there.”
He would always reply in smiles that it did not matter
and that, here in Nanking, Chiang Kai-shek would not
dare to do anything fo him. As to cleanliness of food,
he said he would be more careful.



