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PREFACE

Hoﬁ to paint in ink and colour is a hard nut to crack. It is unpractical to
expect someone to show the way through the labyrinth, and an immediate
epiphany to reach an overnight agreement of the colour ink painting with the
will of the age. Some theories seem to have touched the aspcct which is sure to
influence the future of ink and colour painting, and to have got at a kind of
magnificence. But the artist well knows that, as a saying goes, the flower is
easier to look than to embroider ; and he sees it is an arduous way to get ink
and colour painting innovated.

As early as about two hundred years ago, Shi Tao, a famous artist and
critic of traditional Chinese painting, advocated, “Pen and ink should follow
the age ”. This is , as a matter of principle, understood by most of Shi - Tao’s
comrades of today; however, it remains an unknown number of how to solidi-
fy this matter of principle into visual images of colours and lines. Theory is
not practice. And painting in ink and colour is puzzling a generation of Chi-
nese-artists as ever.

There being difficult problems, nevertheless, this world seeks and ad-

vances. The difficulty is in fact a temptation to animeate one’s passion for suc-

cess; the more difficult the problem is,the greater its driving power is,and the
higher and intenser that passion is. How to paint in ink and colour has become
the very nut hard for the age to crack. And the animated generation of the
Chinese artists will display an unprecedented passion. The new epoch for tra-
dional Chinese paintimg will therefore not be only of expectatioa.

Many a: Chinese has made painstaking efforts in his own way, and many
of which have resulted in the international acceptance. However, China and
Chinese culture, the substantial parts of the world and the overall pattern of
world culture, call .for more of these efforts and far greater influence of
them ; this expectation is not an excessive demand, which is sure to be agreed
on by all of the Chinese artists.

This album collects a proportion of the new paintings of six Chinese
artists. Each of the six has his own thinking and his own fashion, and the
reader is not difficuit to see their honest and serious undertaking. What's
more important is, perhaps , not their success or failure, for historysome-
times regards the process as more important. Exciting and stirring is the en-

deavours a man consciously makes for a great goal.
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Liu Jude, born in the village of Tangtouying, Shangdu
County , Inner Mongolia , in 1946, was admitted to the Ce -
tral Academy of Arts and Crafts in 1965, and a postgradu -
ate of Professor Par;g Xungin at the Academy in 1978. Liu
Jude is now a member of the Chinese Artists’ Association
and an associate professor of the Central Academy of Arts
and Crafts . His painting lays stress on the purity of artistic
truth and the subtlety and blur of artistic language. His
works , transplanting the traditional Chinese decorative art
and the western modern art into the Chinese ink and wash,
are reviewed by Professor Wu Guanzhong' as “the precious

new specimen of traditional Chinese painting”
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GOLD IN THE SAND




PINK LOTUS ROOTS




