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The Art of Architecture @)
The Forerunners of Taiwan's Architecture

Abstract

s Taiwan split from Communist China in 1949, the Nationalist Party (the KMP) retreated to Taiwan and devoted

itself to restore its pre-WWII economic level. The architectural projects of Taiwan in this period from 1949 to

1952, therefore, were focused primarily on reconstructing the wrecked buildings. Large-scale constructions
were very rare.

Starting from 1952, the Nationalist Government was actively engaged in land reforms. By bringing into practice the
policies such as "Leasing Public Lands to Farmers" and "Land to the Tiller," it attempted to develop industry by promoting
agricultural production. As a precondition for US aid, the operation of Taiwan construction changed its system from
Japanese style of contraction to American style of corporate governance. Under this new operation, the government
trained a group of people through practical experience to strengthen the deficient construction industry of Taiwan.
Meanwhile, since large numbers of Mainianders came to Taiwan with the Nationalist government and army, housing
became an urgent issue. Housing cooperatives were established in succession and apartment housing gradually
became prevalent. Up to 1960, because of great domestic demand, the construction of small-scale factories had been
the focus of Taiwan's second period of economic development.

In 1965, the US ended its economic aid to Taiwan. However, Taiwan has built an export-oriented economy after the
1960s. The average annual industry growth of Taiwan was 18.3 percent in the decade between 1963 and 1973.
Taiwan's foreign exchange reserves ran up to three hundred million US dollars in 1969. The average national income
increased from 166 US dollars in 1963 to 642 US dollars in 1973. Along with this new phase of Taiwan's economy, new
architectural types started to appear - such as department stores, TV companies, international tourist hotels and export
processing zones. However, there were only 300 licensed architects at that time. Relative to the floorages that were
under construction, the architects each undertook a tremendous amount of businesses. Furthermore, Taiwan's real
estate boom started in 1973, and the architectural industry was thriving. In the 1980s, Taiwan's economic miracle was
dubbed as one of the Four Asian Tigers. Since Taiwan government withdrew from the United Nations, its foreign rela-
tions have suddenly sunk into a state of isolation, and it subsequently severed its diplomatic relationships with Japan and
the States. These changes prompted Taiwanese to search for self-identity. They started to think about the substance of
Taiwan's architecture as a way out of the overwhelming indulgence in Americanization. Accordingly, some of the archi-
tects turned to Modernism, some embraced Localism, while others preferred Postmodernism. Diverse architectural styles
started to appear in the 1990s. They have become not only the concern of architects, but a symbol of taste and social
status for the upper middle class who were involved in conspicuous consumption. This change pointed the way for
Taiwan's architecture to a drastically different domain.

Architecture of Taiwan had gone from time of difficulty to that of prosperity. Those architects with ideal and aspira-
tion have left a well-deserved record in Taiwan, which can be called the "Epics of the Land." This volume documents ten
forerunners of Taiwan's architecture, including Wang Ta-hung, Chen Chi-kwan, Haigo Shen, Hsiu Tse-lan, Kao Erh-pan,
Chen Mai, Han Pao-te, Wu Min-hsiu, Chu Tsu-ming, and C. Y. Lee. They have either received modern architecture edu-
cation or have studied in western countries. Some of them teach in college besides their professional practice. Their
diverse architecture designs adequately reflect the multicultural Taiwan. Their ideals of architecture have had a great
impact on the younger generation of students. These forerunners truthfully represent the development of Taiwan's archi-

tecture in the second half of the twentieth century.
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