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Preface

The Government of the People’s Republic of China will resume the exercise of sovereignty over Macao on Decem-
ber 20, 1999. This is another great event to Chinese following the return of Hong Kong to its motherland and another
successful realization of the great concept of “one country, two systems”.

Macao has always been the inseparable part of China since ancient times. Macao and its neighboring areas were
officially included in the map of China since the Qin Dynasty as early in 221BC, being a part of Panyu, Nanhai Prefecture.
But since 1553 when the Portuguese occupied Haojing, Macao was nibbled away and completely fell into the colonial
domination under Portuguese. All the previous governments of China have never recognized the Portuguese’ illegal
domination over Macao. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, our government has declared for many
times that Macao is the inseparable part of China, that Macao issue is an issue left over by history and that such issue
should be solved peacefully at proper time through negotiation. Since 1979 when the Sinn-Portugal diplomatic ties were
established normally, the both sides have reached an agreement on solving the Macao issue through friendly negotiation
and a joint communique on the Macao issue was signed between and by the both sides in April 13, 1987 in Beijing. The
Sino-Portugal Joint Communique took effect since Jan. 15, 1988 and the agenda of Macao’s return to the motherland
started since then.

To welcome and celebrate the return of Macao, the Hunan Provincial Association of Photographers held one-week
Photos Exhibition of Hunan Scenery in Macao at the invitation of Macao ESC Center this April. During the exhibition,
8 photographic artists took photos of the local scenes and held the Photos Exhibition of Macao Scenery for Return of
Macao after they were back to hometown. Now the collected photos presented to you-the Collected Photos of Macao
Scenery for Return of Macao is edited meticulously based on this exhibition. This album presents vividly to you Macao’s
beautiful natural scenery, unique cultural relics and historic sites, the feeling of joy and mental outlook of Macao compatriot,
which is of great positive significance for us to know Macao further and accelerate the exchanges and co-operations
between Hunan and Macao. This is also a precious gift to the return of Macao to the motherland from the photographic
artists of Hunan.

The relationship between Chinese Mainland and Macao will become more closely and the exchanges between
Macao and Hunan will occur more frequently. Reviewing the dramatic changes occurred to Macao and looking forward
to the bright future, we sincerely wish our country more thriving and prosperous in the 21st century and the future for
Macao much brighter.

Wen Xuande

Director of the Propaganda Department of the Provincial Party
Committee. Hunan Provincial Standing Committee of CPC.
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Preface

Macao will return to the motherland on December 20,1999.The first territory occupied by forei'gners in China, Macao
is also the last region to see off Western administration in Asia. The return of Macao is an important step in the reunifica-
tion course of China, signifying the end of Western dominance over Chinese land for hundreds of years. The publication
of Photographic Works of the On-the-Spot Shooting in Macao will help people understand the past and present of Macao
and give a record to the historic moment. Therefore, it is of great significance.

Macao is a city with a small scale and little population, but it is an important place for economic and trade exchanges
between East and West due to its special evolution process, vital micro-economic system, unique and rich culture, opening
spirit and widely-spread international contacts.

After Macao returns to the motherland, the Macao Center of Education,Science and Culture will continue to follow
the purposes of UNESCO and dedicate itself to the promotion of mutual understanding between Macao and different
countries, regions and ethnic groups, to the enhancement of cooperation and exchanges between Macao and inland China
and to the prosperity, development and stability of Macao.

Macao will embrace a brighter future.

Wu Zhiliang

UNESCO Centre of Macau
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Masion of the BOC Han Shiqi
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Horse race field Tang Dabo
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Macao Branch of Xinhua News Agency Zhu Shengzhen
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Night scene of Hao River ~ Tang Dabo
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Statue of Guanyin at night ~ Han Shiqi
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Sight of Heisha Beach ~ Zhang Liping
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Macao international airport Han Shiqi
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Macao University Zhang Mu
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