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Four Hundred Li Corridor
Six Thousand Years of Culture

Mr. Fan Yiguang, former Chief Editor of Chinese Culture Maguzine, visited the isolated
mountainous area in Liaoning Province more than ten times to explore the history and cultural origin
of the Ming Great Wall. In his late sixties, an age when most people expect to have a relaxed lifestyle,
he traveled to many places and carried out numerous interviews in his endless research. He was on a
quest to reveal the story of how Anderson discovered the site of Hongshan Culture in the vicinity of
Shaguotun near the city of Huludao.

Two thirds of the art in this book is the work of Mr. Fan, with the remainder being works of
famous artists who had been classmates of Fan 50 years ago at the High School Attached to Central
Academy of Fine Arts and who had been invited by him to work in Huludao.

I much admire Mr. Fan’s passion for the history and culture of Huludao. Although he lives
in Beijing, he looks upon Huludao as his second home town. It is not surprising that Mr. Fan has a
comprehensive knowledge of Chinese heritage for he has devoted most of his life to historical research
and study. After retirement, he was invited by many regional organizations across the country to compile
articles about their local culture. However, he cannot help indulging his fascination for the rich history
of Huludao. The fruit of his passion is this book which is included in the book series Memaory of the Old
Home in Sketches, published by Academy Press.

With its distinguished geographical features and historically crucial location, Huludao has
witnessed many changes and the intermingling of multiple ethnic groups and their cultures. Over
thousands of years the people of this part of China have witnessed the rise and fall, the glory and decline
of many dynasties, often resulting in tears and wounded hearts. This is probably the very reason that
Huludao attracts Mr. Fan and other scholars and artists.

Most of Huludao City’s six districts are located along the Western Liaoning Corridor where the

meeting of the mountains and the sea serves as a natural barrier for protecting the capital. Huludao
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is located on a flat strip of land between the sea front and the mountains. A corridor of land between
Shanhaiguan City and Jinzhou City is the throat for entering into Shanhaiguan pass from the Northeast.
Historically, this has made it a place of strategic importance and many battles have been fought in this
area.

The 400 /i Western Liaoning Corridor is like a great book of the long history of Chinese people.
From the prehistoric human activities of Shaguotun to the tombs of the Spring and Autumn Period (722
B.C.-481 B.C.); from Qin Shihuang’s visit to the Jieshi Palace to worship the Gods, to Cao Cao’s famous
poem written on his north-bound journey when he led a force match deep into Wuhuan territory; from
ethnic strife in period of the Liao, Jin and Yuan dynasties, to the 60 years period of war that ended with
the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911) replacing the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644); from the two Zhili-Fengtian
Wars in the early republican period, to the Tashan Battle during the War of Liberation, which helped lay
the foundations for the New China, all left indelible marks in this corridor.

This book has four sections: Historic Towns of the Ming Dynasty, The Suizhong Great Wall, Veins
of History, and Exploration of Historic Sites. The framework of the book woven with two veins being
the history of Huludao and the distribution of historic sites, while the historic towns and The Great
Wall are incorporated like two knots to strengthen it. The artists’ works reveal their personal aesthetic
discovery of the area and portray the history and culture of Huludao, and will surely be a source of
spiritual wealth for generations to come. I'd like to thank the artists, the writers and Academy Press on
behalf of the Huludao people.

Having turned the heavy page of history, Huludao today is like a sparkling pearl on the blue ribbon
of Bohai Bay. The 400 /i Corridor, National Road No.102, Beijing-Shenyang Expressway, Beijing-
Harbin Railway, Qinhuangdao-Shenyang High Speed Railway and the road along the Sea Front, are as
blank music sheets awaiting your composition.

Known as the first city outside Shanhaiguan Pass, Huludao is an open doorway to the Northeast,

with arms ready to give you a welcoming embrace.

Sun Zhaolin

(Secretary of the CPC Huludao Municipal Committee)
Nov. 2011
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Historic towns of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) in Huludao City include Xingcheng, Qiansuo of
Suizhong , and the one of Juehua Island.
The historic town of Xingcheng is the best preserved. Founded in 1428, it was known as Ningyuan

Weicheng and was of great military importance. “Ningyuan” and “Ningjin”" are two well known battles
that took place here during the Ming-Qing Wars.

Qiansuo, in Suizhong County, was founded in 1428, one of 127 historic towns built in the Ming Dy-
nasty. It is the best preserved and also the first one outside the Shanhaiguan Pass.

The historical town of Juehua Island was destroyed by the Qing army in a slaughter and all that re-
mains are the ruins.
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Schematic Plan of Xingcheng Town

Located in Liaoning Province, the Historic Town of Xingcheng is one of four from the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and
the only square-shaped town. Standing against the Liaoxi Mountains, with the Bohai Sea fo the south, its vital loca-
tion in the West-Liaoning Corridor makes it the gateway between East Liaoning and the Central Plains of China.
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