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1 Some of the best-remembered words of presidents came from

their inaugural addresses. In 1933, during the 1)
, Franklin Roosevelt sought to 2)

with these words:
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT: "Let me 3) my firm belief that the
only thing to fear is 4)

2 And in 1961, during the Cold War with the 5) ;
John Kennedy 6) people to take an 7) in
the future:

JOHN KENNEDY: "And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your
country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country. My
8) of the world: ask not what America will
do for you, but what together we can do for the 9)




IEZTE] comprehension

1 What did Franklin Roosevelt say to seek to give hope during the Great

3

Depression?

In the Great Depression was still causing problem.
a) 1909
b) 1919
¢) 1933

____ 1) John Kennedy urged people to be active during the
American War of Independence.

____ 2) Inthe 1961 speech, John Kennedy encouraged the
Americans to devote themselves to their country.

3) John Kennedy believed that the Americans should strive

for human freedom.

b ¢



Presidential Inaugurals:

Where Past and Future Come Together

MOICE DE

1

Inauguration’ Day used to be March 4th under the Twelfth
Amendment’ to the Constitution®. In the old days, it took a long
time to count the votes* from the November elections’. Then the
winners had to travel to the capital.

But the 20th Amendment shortened the transition® period
between administrations’. It moved inaugurations to January 20th.
Franklin Roosevelt was the last president inaugurated in March.
That was in 1933. Four years later, he became the first president
inaugurated in January.

FREESGRIRS

1

This was George W. Bush being sworn-in® by Chief Justice’
William Rehnquist in 2001.

WILLIAM REHNQUIST: "Please raise your right hand and repeat
after me. I, George Walker Bush, do solemnly’® swear . . ."

GEORGE BUSH: "I, George Walker Bush, do solemnly swear. .. "
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6 WILLIAM REHNQUIST: “That I will faithfully execute'* the office of
president of the United States..."

7 GEORGE BUSH: "That I will faithfully execute the office of president
of the United States ... "

WILLIAM REHNQUIST: "And will, to the best of my ability ... "
GEORGE BUSH: "And will, to the best of my ability ... "

10 WILLIAM REHNQUIST: "Preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States ... "

11 GEORGE BUSH: ""Preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States ... "

12 WILLIAM REHNQUIST: "So help me God."

13 GEORGE BUSH: "So'help me God."

14 WILLIAM REHNQUIST: "Congratulations.”

VO ONE

15 The words of the oath’? are in the Constitution—all except "so
help me God." That was added by tradition. Who began the
tradition?

16 George Washington maybe. Or maybe not. There is debate.
Remember, this was long before tape recorders and YouTube. The
best that historians can say is that the oath has ended with "so
help me God" at least since Chester Arthur's inauguration in 1881.

MIHCE TV |

17 One tradition we know George Washington began was
the inaugural speech. The Constitution does not require it.
Washington gave the shortest one ever—just 135 words—during
his second inauguration in 1793. The longest inaugural address
on record was given by William Henry Harrison in 1841. He spoke
for almost two hours on a cold and rainy day, without a hat or
overcoat. He caught a cold, which became pneumonia'’. He died a
month later.

MOICENE

18 The first outdoor ceremony was James Monroe's inauguration in
1817. Inaugurations are held at the United States Capitol’‘—the
legislative ** building with the big white dome. In 1829, Andrew



Jackson had the first one held on the completed east front of the
Capitol. Future presidents followed. But ever since Ronald Reagan
in 1981, presidents have been inaugurated on the west side. It
faces the long grassy area known as the National Mall*®.
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Some of the best-remembered words of presidents came from
their inaugural addresses. In 1933, during the Great Depression’’,
Franklin Roosevelt sought to give hope with these words:
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT: "Let me assert'® my firm belief that the
only thing to fear is fear itself."

And in 1961, during the Cold War with the Soviet Union'®, John
Kennedy urged®’ people to take an active part in the future:
JOHN KENNEDY: "And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your
country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country.
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for
you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man.”

VCHLE GE ]
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24

Abraham Lincoln made what many historians consider the best
inaugural speeches of all. The end of his first one reads like poetry
as he appeals for unity in a country under threat of civil war.
READER: We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be
enemies. Though passion may have strained®* it must not break
our bonds*? of affection®*. The mystic chords** of memory,
stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living
heart and hearthstone®* all over this broad land, will yet swell the
chorus®® of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be,
by the better angels of our nature.

25

26

Barack Obama plans to honor the sixteenth president, one of his
political heroes, at his own inauguration. He will place his hand
on the same Bible that Lincoln used at his first inauguration in
eighteen sixty-one.

The book is kept by the Library of Congress and has never been

used at another swearing-in. Lincoln used a different Bible at his
second inauguration.



