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Finding out the main idea is an important comprehension skill for students. But it is a difficult
one. While reading, we should find out the main idea not only of a sentence, a paragraph, but
also of the whole text. Only after having a good knowledge of the major information of different

language structures, can we have a better understanding of the text.
Finding out the main idea of a sentence

Although a sentence may give a great deal of information, it usually offers one key idea.
Readers must be able to find the key idea in order to understand the meaning of the sentence
clearly. Here is how to find key ideas in sentences:

1. Ask who or what the sentence is about.

2. Ask what the person or object is doing or what is happening to the person or object.

3. Learn to separate minor details from the main idea. Many words in sentences describe

things about the subject of the sentence and merely add details around it. If you ask when,

what kind, where or why, you will find details. As a result, it is easier to see the key idea.
Finding out the main idea of a paragraph and the whole text

A paragraph is a group of sentences about the same idea, subject or topic. In order to
understand the major information you are reading, you must know what the main idea of the
paragraph is. Students are often wrongly taught that the main idea is the first sentence in a
paragraph. This is not always the case, especially when authors are using the first sentence to
catch the readers’ attention with an interesting fact or a question.

Here are some more points for you to consider when you are looking for the main idea of a

paragraph:

1]
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1. The main idea of a paragraph may be clearly stated or may be only implied or suggested.
For the present we are only concerned with the main idea of a paragraph which is clearly
stated. We are not going to deal with the paragraphs whose main ideas are implied or

suggested.

2. The main idea may be stated anywhere in a paragraph: at the beginning of a paragraph, in

the middle of a paragraph or at the end of a paragraph.

3. Very often one sentence in a paragraph tells the readers exactly what the main idea is.

To pick up the main idea, sometimes we can just choose one complete sentence in the
paragraph or sometimes we have to write a sentence to summarize the main idea of a
paragraph.



Education—Study
Abroad

learn some information about studying abroad;
learn about the latest trend and benefits of studying abroad;

identify some myths & misconceptions about studying abroad.

INTERESTED IN

Y
ABROAD 4

<44 STEP 1: SEE ADVISOR IN ROOM 105

INE‘ l--mlﬂ

3



Reading BeaffiITIIEGINN=SS

__
section o
N=

Before Reading

1. How much do you know about studying abroad?
2. Have you ever thought about studying or working overseas?

3. What do you think about studying overseas, a benefit or a challenge?

Consider Studying Abroad

By Robert H. Miller

A growing number of colleges are offering outreach through study-abroad programs,
normally taken sometime during the junior year. You can expand your understanding of other
societies and cultures by spending several weeks, a semester, or even an academic year studying
overseas for credit. Although this type of study is an additional expense, scholarships are often
available to help you with the costs.

An overseas study or work experience can help you:

* master a foreign language;

* enhance your marketability in the workforce and expand your personal experience;

* gain a fresh perspective on future goals;

* develop a global perspective that can help you better understand the big world around

you;

* gain comfort and confidence in problem-solving and interacting with others.

Deciding to spend a semester or year abroad or not is a personal choice, driven by your own
wants and needs and your feelings about the experience you're having on your college campus.

If you're interested in going abroad, you'll need to do a lot of work and planning to ensure
that your time overseas is both successful and recognized by your home college or university. To
that end, there are a few important things to consider.

Paragraph |

First, you should be aware that most study-abroad programs that award course credit for your
work will require you to have taken two years of college-level instruction in the foreign language
in which your curriculum will be delivered overseas—or to otherwise be able to demonstrate

proficiency in that language. Thus, if a year abroad is in your college plans, you must think ahead



and ensure that you attain proficiency in the language of your host country no later than the end
of your sophomore year in college.

Paragraph |l
You should realize that most colleges and universities have a Junior Year Abroad (JYA)

Committee that oversees students’ applications to various overseas programs, coordinates
arrangements, and makes determinations about the portability of course credit from those
programs back to your original school. If you're interested in going abroad during your junior
year, attend the information sessions provided by your college’s JYA Committee and apprise
yourself of the deadlines governing your application to foreign study programs.

At most schools, interested students must actually apply to the JYA Committee for permission
to go abroad, in addition to applying separately to the overseas program(s) they intend to
attend. This application package will typically require the following: a generic application
form and a personal statement outlining your proposed course of study, an authorization from
the department head or director of undergraduate study in your major, a certification that
you're carrying at least the designated minimum GPA to go overseas, proof of your proficiency in
the language of your host country, and proof of acceptance into a program recognized by your
college or university.

Paragraph |l

Don't dismiss the idea of going because of money. Financial aid is available from a variety of
sources including your college, local organizations, and special scholarships for overseas study.
Even some federal and state financial aid may be applied to the costs of these programs because
you'll be earning course credit for the experience. Before you make any commitments, check with
your financial aid office or have your JYA Committee work with your financial aid office to assist
you.

Paragraph [V

Before you will be allowed to go abroad, you’'ll need to have an up-to-date passport and, for
many countries, a schedule of your inoculations. If you're seriously considering time abroad, don't
wait until the last minute to gather these required documents—as it can take six to eight weeks to
get your passport back if it needs renewal.

Paragraph V

For those of you looking to go abroad in the fall term of your junior year, your applications
to these programs are typically due in March of your sophomore spring. For those of you looking
to go abroad in the spring term of your junior year, the application deadline is usually in mid-
October of your junior year. This of course presupposes that you have already conducted your
own independent research and identified and applied to the program(s) overseas that you would

like to attend.
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If you're wondering how you're supposed to identify such programs—don’t panic. Your
college or university probably has a study abroad office (or something similar) that gathers reams
of data on all the programs that your college will recognize for course credit. Approved study
abroad programs typically fall into two categories: (1) programs sponsored by colleges and
universities in the United States and (2) programs that involve your direct enrollment as a “visiting
student” in a foreign university.

Other resources include:

» The Internet: Do some research online to find a program that suits your needs. Many
colleges offer their own programs or work through organizations such as the College Consortium
for International Studies.

e Upperclassmen: Ask your dean or JYA Committee for the names of upperclassmen
who studied abroad—preferably in the programs or at least in the country you're considering.

Obviously, firsthand feedback is the best preparation for what to expect.

Total words: 857 words
Suggested reading time: 9 mins Total reading time:

, j'(.f;q.
L& Culture Link

U Robert H. Miller: Robert H. Miller graduated from Yale University in 1993 and from the
University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he was senior editor of the Law Review,
in 1998. He is presently a trial lawyer at Sheehan, Phinney, Bass & Green in Manchester,
New Hampshire, where he specializes in intellectual property and commercial litigation.
He is the author of the critically acclaimed grad school preparatory books Law School
Confidential, Business School Confidential, and the hot new college preparatory book

Campus Confidential.

U GPA (grades/education): Grades are standardized measurements of varying levels of
comprchension within a subject area. Grades can be assigned in letters (for example, A, B,
C, D, E or F), as a range (for example 1.0-4.0), as descriptors (excellent, great, satisfactory,
needs improvement), in percentages, or, as is common in some post-secondary institutions
in some countries, as a Grade Point Average (GPA). The GPA can be used by potential

employers or further post-secondary institutions to assess and compare applicants. A
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Cumulative Grade Point Average is a calculation of the average of all of a student’s grades

for all semesters and courses completed up to a given academic term, whereas the GPA

may only refer to one term.

71/ After Reading

\/IB Do the following statements agree with the views of the writer in this passage?
N

T (TRUE) if the statement agrees with the writer
F (FALSE) if the statement contradicts the writer
NG (NOT GIVEN) if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

() 1. You can get a better understanding of other societies and cultures by studying abroad.

() 2. Your home college or university decides whether you could spend a semester or year
abroad.

() 3. Your time studying overseas will definitely be recognized.

() 4. Two years of college-level instruction in the language of the host country is needed to
acquire course credit while studying overseas.

() 5.You should offer your TOFEL grade to show proficiency in the language of the host
country.

() 6. Most colleges and universities have a Junior Year Abroad (JYA) Committee that makes
determination about the possibility of credit exchanging.

() 7. Itis hard but still possible to apply for some federal and state financial aid.

() 8. A latest passport and a schedule of your inoculations are needed when you are allowed
to go abroad.

() 9. For those looking to go abroad in the spring term of your junior year, the application
deadline is usually in mid-October of your sophomore year.

() 10. Your college or university probably has gathered data on all the programs that your

college will recognize for course credit.

Il O Choose the best answer to each of the following questions. For each of them there are
N four choices marked A, B, C, and D. You should decide on the best choice.

( ) 1. Benefits of studying or working overseas include the following except

A. growth B. career development

1]
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C. foreign language learning D. living standard
() 2.To make your time overseas successful and recognized, you should
A. master a foreign language
B. make full preparations ahead
C. attain a scholarship
D. have a passport and a schedule of your inoculations
( ) 3. An application package usually requires
A. an application form and GPA certification
B. proof of language ability and acceptance recognized by your university
C. an authorization
D. all of the above
() 4. The best time to apply to study overseas is due in
A. March of your sophomore spring
B. the spring term of your junior year
C. mid-October of your junior year
D. no accurate answer
() 5. Which of the following is the best source to find an overseas study program?
A. The Internet.
B. The study abroad office.
C. The JYA Committee.
D. Upperclassmen.

\/][bﬁ/latch the definitions in column B with the terms in column A.
A

A B
1. attain a. a way of regarding situations or topics, etc.
2. appraise b. recognition by a college or university that a course of studies has been
successfully completed
3. credit c. to gain with effort
4. perspective d. to stop to consider
5. proficiency €. to consider in a comprehensive way
6. dismiss f. the quality of having great facility and ability

@ Choose the most suitable beading for each of the paragraphs from the list
~of beadings below. There are more beadings than paragraphs, so you will
not use all of them. You may use any beading more than once.



