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LIGHT, COLOR, AND BEAUTY

FOREWORD

Xiao Xue

Yunnan is a fertile soil where art thrives. It has not only produced
many native artists, but also attracted a lot of young artists from other
parts of the country. Once these step onto this mystical and beautiful
land, they cannot tear themselves away from it. Some of them stay for
years, others for decades, still others for good. Here, they mature, be-
come productive and draw attention with their distinctive works, and fi-
nally come to be well — known painters. Among them are Yuan Xiaocen,
Mei Xiaoging, Din Shaoguang, Sun Jingbo, Wang Jinyuan, Li Zhongxi-
ang and othes. Zhao Songsheng is an outstanding example of them.

Zhao Songshang was born into a scholarly family in Sichuan
province, a place with rich cultural heritage. Soon after he entered Yun-
nan Academy of Arts in the early 1960s, he fell in love with Yunnan,
and was determined to relate his art career with the landscapes of Yun-
nan and people of all the nationalities living there. At college, he assidu-
ously studied Chinese and foreign art histories and Chinese classical art.
He studied Shi Tao, Zhu Da (Ming Dynasty) and Ren Bonian by paint-
ing from the copies of their works, and thereby laid a solid foundation
for scaling the heights of art. After graduation, he settled in Yunnan,
throwing himself into the mystical, charming mountains and rivers of
the border areas, into the rich and multicolored ocean of national art. A-
gain and again, he visited Hani mountain villages, Dai bamboo houses,
Awa households, and Bai fishing villages around Erhai Lake. He also at-
tended the Water — splashing Festival, the Mounting of the Flower Hills
Festival, the Third Lunar Month Fair, and the “Munao” Festival:-+-*
He adheres to the principle of “learning from nature”, and “making a
sketch of a mountain only after having surveyed all its peaks.” The dili-
gent and intelligent, warmhearted and hospitable people of different na-
tionalities and their various life styles and customs have provided him
with inexhaustible inspiration and material for his creations. As a result,

he has produced many works that shine with distinctive ethnic character-
istics, as well as reflect his devotion to art.

After 30 years of hard work, he has had hundreds of his works se-
lected for many art exhibitions, more than 300 published in art journals
and newspapers, over one hundred collected by Chines and foreign art
galleries, museums , hotels, as well as individual collectors. He has been

invited to take part in national and international art exnibitions and com-



petitions, and has won some 30 prizes. Of his award — winning works,
“the Moonlight”, “Happy Journey,” “the Chibi Battle — field Today,”
“the Green Fence,” “Long Years,” and others have won prizes at na-
tional art athibitions. His modern opaque watercolors have been highly
praised by art circles both at home and abroad. Two collections of his
works, “Selected Line Drawings of Yunnan Ethnic Themes” and “A
Collection of Songsheng’s Modern Opaque Watercolors” have been pub-
lished. This year, another two of his Chinese paintings won internation-
al prizes: “the Flower Market” Was granted a silver award at the Third
International Competition of Painting and Calligraphy held in Tokyo,
Japan, in 1995; “Romantic Years”, exhibited in the exhibition hall of
the United Nations in September, 1995, was granted a gold award at
the “Peace and Unity Cup” Competition sponsored by the World Chinese
Economic Community. The selected paintings in this book are culled

from many of his recent works, and represent his latest accomplish-

ments.

It can be seen that Zhao Songsheng has made great efforts to inte-
grate tradition with innovation and the classical with the modern in his
practice of art creation, and has persisted in realistic creating principles.
He learns from traditional ways but is not shackled by them. He is ready
to adopt some modern artistic techniques but shuns the grotesque, al-
ways sticking to the truth he perceives in real life and in nature (a com-
bination of visual and mental perceptions). Therefore, all his works, be
they line drawings, Chinese paintings, or modern opaque watercolors,
are impregnated with meanings of life, poetry, artistic language, and
unmistakable characteristics of the minority nationalities. In conse-
quence, there is in his works a balance between exquisiteness and bold-
ness of vision, between daring and restraint. The subjects under his
brush: the Dai girls bathing in the river, the Bai girls on a fishing boat,
the Tibetan girls presenting a hada, and the Miao, Yi, Hani gilrs going
to a fair, picking flowers, singing and dancing, or talking love with

their boyfriends, are all very beautiful. They depict beauty in its differ-

ent manifestation. The great variety of subjects the multicolored

life, human figures, ethnic customs, landscapes, border — area scenes,

€te.

has given his works a style that is peculiarly his own
clear and bright, colorful and beautiful, simple and natural, but above
all very poetic. Pan Tianshou, a great contemporary Chinese artist, once
said, “Because an artist’s personality is reflected in his works, to pro-
duce works that are genuine contributions to art he himself must be pos-
sessed of special genius, noble character, profound knowledge, extensive
information, and painstaking experience”. ( from An Incomplete
Manuscript on Painting)

Still in his prime, Zhao Songsheng has already achieved gratifying
successes. So long as he continues making unremitting efforts in his life-
work and persevere in going his own way, he will definitely make more
“genuine contributions to art.” 1 am fully confident®that through sus-
tained efforts an artist such as Zhao Songsheng who is sincere in his pur-
suit of aesthetic ideals will certainly attain to even greater heights in art

and in life.
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1940

1955

1959

1960

1963

1964

1965

1976

1980

1982

1983

1984

Born in Gusong County, Sichuan Province, China

Painting “Peace for Centuries” won a prize for excellent works at
the Children’s Art Exhibition of Chongging City

Entered the Department of Fine Arts, Yunnan Academy of Arts,

specialized in Chinese painting
The first publication: “Weaving”

Painting “Sani Wind Instrument” entered the Art Exhibition
held in Beijing Cultural Palace of Nationalities

Painting “Celebrating the Harvest” selected for the 4th National
Art Exhibiton.

Graduated and worked as an art worker and coach at the Masses
Art Gallery of Yuxi District; Dozens of paintings entered provin-

cial art exhibitions and won several prizes

Chinese Painting, “Fruits in the Sun” selected for the 1st Na-
tional Art Exhibition of Minority Nationalities

Painting “Stories of Fuxian Lake” selected for the 1st National
Art Exhibition of Popularization of Science.

Painting “Visiting Patients” selected for the Ist National Art Ex-
hibition of Public Health Themes

Painting “Portrayal of Yunnan Mongolian Peoplg’s Life” selected
for the 2nd National Art Exhibition of Minority Nationalities
promoted to be the deputy director of the Bureau of Culture of
Yuxi City

Painting the “happy Journey won a bronze award for New Year
Pictures at the 6th National Art Exhibition
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1985

1986

1987

1988

Admitted to the Association of Chinese Artists, and elected a
member of the Council of Yunnan Association of Artists

Established Correspondence School of Chinese Painting and Cal-
ligraphy Yuxi Branch, and assumed the post of director

Appointed full — time vice — chairman of Cultural Federation of
Yuxi City, and part — time chairman of the Associations of
Artists of both the city and district

Chinese painting “Seeking Charms in the Forest” selected for the
National Flower — and — Bird Painting Invitational Exhibition,
and collected by Li Keran Fine Arts Museum

“Moon Light” won a silver award for Chinese painting at the
“China Cup” Chinese Painting Competition sponsored by the As-
sociation of Chinese Artists.

Chinese paintings “The Flowers and Plants’ Longings” and
“The Green water’s Deep Love” created on the invitation of the
General Office of the Central Committee of the CPC for and col-

1989

1990

lected by the Chairman Mao Memorial Hall

“The Eagle Cleaves the Sky” won a prize for excellent works at
the Nation — wide Joint Art Exhibition of Cultural Galleries of
China; got the professional title of Grade II Artist Conferred by
the State

Chinese painting “ New Melody of the Bamboo Houses” “Dai
Houses Under the Full Moon” selected for the 7th National Art
Exhibition

Won a prize for excellent works for “Going to the Flower Mar-
ket” at the Ist National Art Exhibition of Ethnic Themes

Won the 2nd prize for the “The Scent of Flowers Floating Afar ”
at the Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition of Descendants of the
Yellow Emperor

Painting “Clean Water Cleans the People” selected for the 3rd
National Art Exhibition of Public Health Themes

*

b

Painting “Dai People’s Bamboo Houses™ selected for the Mation
al “Beautiful China” Art Exhibiton




1991

Paintings “Silver Pheasant, Orchid and Chrysanthemums” and
“The Dripping Bamboo” selected for the Art Exhibition held in
Hong Kong

Won the 2nd prize for “The Chibi Battlefield Today™ at the Mod-
ern Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition sponsored by the Inter-
national Exchange Association of China

Won a prize for excellent works for “The Land of Charm and
Beauty” at the International Chinese Painting and Calligraphy
Exhibition

Elected a member of Yunnan Chinese Painting Association

Painting “The Sping” selected for the National Painting and Cal-
ligraphy Exhibition cosponsored by Xinhua News Agency, Peo-
ple’s Daily and the Association of Chinese Artists

“The Quiet Coconut Woods” selected for the Painting and Callig-
raphy of Famous Chinese Contemporary Artists

Won a prize for the “Affections of the Dai People” at Nickel

Metropolis International Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition

1992

1993

1994

Won prizs for excellent works for “Spring Returns to Xishuang-
banna" and “Summer Night” at Chengdu “Powerful Wind Cup”
Joint Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition of Five Provinces and
seven Districts

“Summer Holiday™ and other 3 collected by Taiwan art organiza-
tions

Selected Line Drawings of Yunnan Ethnic Themes published

“Dai Houses Under the Full Moon” selected for the Art Exhibi-
tion of the 3rd National Art Festival
won the honorary prize for “Pastoral” at the International Chi-

nese Painting and Calligraphy Competition

“Farmers on the Mountain” included in the Selected Works of the
World Famous Contemporary Artists and Calligraphers

Opaque water — color “Summer in Xishuangbanna”, “Whispers
of Love in the Coconut Woods” and other 22 collected by Chinese
and foreign art organizations and individual collectors

“Dancing at the Torch Festival” and other 4 selected for Yunnan
Modern Opaque Water — color Art Show sponsored by the Associ-
ation of Chinese Artists, exhibited in the United States

Works and profile included in the Yearbook of Chinese Artists
1992

Opaque water — colors “Peacock Dance”, “Flame Trees in Blos-
som” and other 23 exhibited in Taizhong City on invitation of
TanWan Yingji Chinese Crafts Publishing House

“Longing for the Sea”, “the Colorful Thread of Love” and other
26 works exhibited in the United States, Singapore, Japan, and
Taiwan and collected by people in those placeg

Works included in the Yearbook of Chinese Artists 1993; Profile
included in the Who’s Who of China’s Contemporary Art Circle

Won a gold award for the “Spring Returns” at the “Gold Goose

Cup” Painting and Calligraphy Competition authorized by the
Ministry of Culture

11



1995

Won a silver award for the “Predestined Relationship” at the
Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition of Both Coasts of the Taiwan
Straits

Won a special prige for the “Golden Autumn”: at the Exhibition
of the Celebrities” Works of China’s Art Circle

On invitation, The “Joyful Dai People” exhibitied at the World
Celebrities of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition held in
Thailand

Profile included in Who’s Who of Contemporary China
“Morning Market” included in the China’s Famous Contempo-
rary Artists and Calligraphers

“Green Fence”, “Rain Forest: and other 23 works collected by
cultural oranizatiop%:and individuals of Japan, Taiwan, The U-

nited States, and Hong Kong

Won a silver award for: “ The Flower Market” at the 3rd Inter-
national Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition held in Tokyo,
Japan

Won the 2nd prize for “Winds of Xishuangbanna” at the National
Contemporary Choice Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition spon-
sored by China Painting and Calligraphy Society

Won the gold cup award for “Romantic Years” at the World Chi-
nese and Foreign Citizen of Chinese Origin Art Exhibition, ex-
hibited in the Exhibition Hall of the United Nations
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The Morning Market
1993

80cm X 80cm
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Daughters of the Latosolic Highlands
1995

820cm X 82cm

3. R K
The Morning Light
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4. FHEEIK

The Leisurely Melody
1993

80cm X 80cm

5. [AE.LE

Swear on the Hearts of the Same Color
1995

80cm X 82cm







