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€ TO TIP OR NOT TO TIP

01

To Tip or Not to Tip

f'n America, people who serve
i you expect a tip for their service.
Their wages are often low — many
make only $2.13 an hour — and tips

help them earn enough money to

make ends meet. In a restaurant, /p :

Do you know when to tip and how

15 to 20 percent of the bill before the : much o give?
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CULTURE

tax is added. If the service is poor, tip the minimum amount and then
talk to the manager. Poor service is not corrected by simply leaving
no tip. If service was very good, tip 20 percent or more. In a hotel,
tip the bellman $1—$2 per bag for taking your bagé to your room.
Tip the maid who cleans your room about $2 a night and pay it daily.
Clearly mark the money “for housekeeping,” or the maid will not
touch it. If you order room service, tip the waiter 15 percent of the
bill.

You should also tip taxi drivers, hairdressers, skycaps and even
pizza delivery people. But you don’t have to tip everyone who helps

you. Ask if you should tip and how much. Then you’ll do the right
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€ TO TIPORNOTTO TIP

Conversation A

(Jack and Laura have just finished eating dinner in a nice restaurant.)

Jack: That was a great meal.

Laura: Yes. It was really good.
Jack: The bill is $53.50.

Laura: How much should we tip?

Jack: Well, | thought the service was pretty good.

Laura: Yes. The server was very friendly.

Jack: But you did have to ask her for coffee three times.
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CULTURE

Laura: Yes, but ...

Jack: Let’s just tip 15 percent. Let’s see ... that’s $8.

Laura: Do you have money to tip the girl at the coat check and

also the parking va/ei?

Jack: Yes. | always make sure to carry small bills for that sort of

thing.

Laura: Good for you.

nversation o

(Jack and Laura are in their hotel room. )

Laura: Did you tip the be/iman?
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4 TO TIP OR NOT TO TIP

Jack: Yes. | gave him $10. That’s $2 for each piece of /uggage.

Laura: That seems like a lot of money!

Jack: | know. It seems like you have to tip everyone everywhere
these days!

Laura: It sure does. We have to tip the parking affendant to bring
us our car.

Jack: And the room service waiter.

Laura: And the maid.

Jack: It certainly would be cheaper to stay home!

Laura: Then we could tip ourselves!
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CULTURE

Save Money
When Shopping

If you’re like most people, you
love to save money. You probably try
to buy things when they’re marked
down. When you go to purchase an

item, sometimes you may find that

it’s sold out. In that case, at a grocery

) You don’t have to always pay full
store or discount store, you can ask  price. :
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@ SAVE MONEY WHEN SHOPPING

for a rain check. The rain check allows you to pay the sale price for
the item after the sale is over.

Another way to save money is to look for products that offer
rebates. After buying the product, you need to fill out the rebate
form. Then mail it to the manufacturer with your cash register receipi
and the UPC from the product package. In four to six weeks, the
company will send the stated amount of money to you.

When you want to buy expensive items like cars, refrigerators
or furniture, it’s best to shop around. You can also ask for a better
price, especially if you want to buy more than one item.

Why pay full price for something when there are so many ways to

save?
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Conversation A

(Jack and Laura are shopping for a new refrigerator. )

Jack: Hey Laura, what do you think of this refrigerator?

Laura: | really like it! It dispenses ice and water in the door. I’'ve
always wanted one like that. And you know, | like that dis/washer too.
It’s also on sale.

Jack: Let’s see if the sales clerk will give us a good deal if we buy
both items.

(A salesman comes over to them.)

Clerk: Have you found something you like? Can | answer any

questions for you?
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@ SAVE MONEY WHEN SHOPPING

Jack: Yes. If we buy this refrigerator and that dishwasher, can we
get a better price?

Clerk: Sure. If you buy both, I'll give you $100 off.

Laura: Sounds good to me. We’ll take them!

Conversation B

(Jack and Laura want to buy an item at a store, but they can’t find it.)

Jack: (to a clerk) Excuse me! Where are the alarm clocks that are
on sale?

Clerk: If we have any /7 sfock, they would be on the bottom s/e/f
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CULTURE

right here. Let’s check ... uh-oh, I’'m afraid we’re all sold out.

Laura: Oh. Can we get a rain check?

Clerk: Sure. Just ask the cashier at the front of the store.

Jack: Can we use the rain check anytime?

Clerk: No. The cashier will put a date on it. You have to use the
rain check before that date.

Laura: OK, thanks for letting us know, and thanks for your help.

Clerk: You’re welcome.
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