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This book introduces the reader to the medical parasites with an overview of some 300 species that
totally belong to 8 phyla, 30 orders, 82 families and 171 genera by taxon, and each parasite is singly
exhibited by a diagrammatic sketch and/or physical photo with brief description of it in terms of its
morphologic characteristics. It is hoped that the vivid illustration with concise definition will provide the
reader with an accessible reference to the organisms.

The book is composed of 7 sections in approximate 2,600,000 words, comprising 16 chapters
and some 1600 color pictures and 1000 diagrammatic drawings. The first section, a preface, gives a
brief introduction to the medical parasites in compliance with their taxa, morphologic properties and
authenticated terminology. Section 2 to 6 depicts in succinet words the morphologic characteristics of
protozoans, platyhelminthes, threadworms, acanthocephalans and arthropods involved in the species
of medical parasites, and the seventh section collectively deals with the organisms with pictorial
representation. The framework of the book complies with the hierarchy of phylum, class, order, family
and genus. For the convenience of reader’s accessible reference to both domestic and foreign literatures,
each chapter is followed by a selected list of important and accessible references, besides definition of the
terminology in English or Latin, which will guide the reader towards more specific topics.

This book has been written by domestic experts and scholars who specialize in the field study of
medical parasites in context of extensive references to the publications both at home and abroad as well as
their long-term academic studies. Therefore, the book is intended for graduates or undergraduate students
majoring in pathogen biology, epidemiology, clinical medicine, preventive medicine, zoology, veterinary
science, biology or animal science and teachers for teaching purpose or researchers in their scientific
research and responsibilities of a disease control. It must be emphasized that this book shall supply a
large-scale references for teachers and students in higher institutions, clinicians, laboratory workers,
professionals in prevention and treatment of parasitic diseases or those in disease control and prevention,

veterinarians, customs workers of inspection and quarantine and scientific workers in this field of studies.
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