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Preface

Guangxi is a region anciently known as the "Land of Witchery and Barbarity". Legend has
it that in time immemorial there was a mystic great river of not water but burning fire and tears,
streaming down in singing uproar ... because underneath it was buried of a sun!

I was born in Guangxi and studied in Shanghai, but seem destined to come back. Here I
started a painting trip in the bewitching wilderness, intent on finding the vanished great river.
Hardly was I dallying in archeology, the trip was as if merely for the retrieval of some mar-
velous pebbles here and there along the banks of a riverbed. Black, white, or whatever color,
once they are polished to perfection, they exude an enticing glow blissful to behold. The radi-
ance seems to come from the innermost core and from an uncanny angle. A fervent adorer of
European and Russian painting, I am bewitched by and fell in love head over toe with the ter-
rain of Guangxi, the mountainous land of mystifying and fiery wilderness, of vast and majestic
beauty. Gradually, I came to realize that the two words of "witchery and barbarity" contain no
derogative meaning here. Rather, they are a hieroglyphic dedication engraved with the eternal
fabric of original and naked human nature.

Time leaves its footprints. I started to comb the lines of evidence of my own existence. 1
speculated on human ecology, history, culture, social development, spirituality and the general
outlines of morality. With painting as a tool, I am able to choreograph and perform on the stage
of my heart and express my own experience, thought, reflection, insight and salvation. In my
view, the ways of heaven and humanity that have so far prevailed are as lasting as but a wink
in the context of the infinite expansion of time and space; they are locked in an endless cycle of
disintegration and reintegration. As painters with a brush in hand, we can only hope to dedicate
ourselves to integrity, kindness, and perfection.

I trekked further up, to the point where I seemed to peep over the threshold of space and
time, to hear the frenzy uproar of the legendary river and smell the fiery wildness in the air. All
the while, I imagined that at the head of the water lie the incomparable tranquility, warmth and
brightness of a patch of grassland, on which it is the grand edifice where many brilliant souls
of the fine arts meet. I pray that one day, when heavenly music descends on my studio, all the
things in my drawing would be resuscitated and vivified, and they would accompany me on
my journey...

This simple collection of paintings will be placed on that little patch of grass of mine,

dedicated to my beloved parents, wife, daughter, relatives, classmates and friends.

Liang Wenjiang

Apri]_ 2009
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Tour in the Legendary Wilderness
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[ still have not learnt to look forward, being fond of going back and looking around in
the greater part of my life. I fancy using painting to solidify music, dance, drama and even
conscience. The process mixed with the feeling of freedom, insistence, infatuation, hardwoking

and happiness.

From "Tour in the Legendary Wilderness" Notes
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